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'^ I ^ H E French revolution, to moft per- 
-*^ fons, appears to be an obje6t not lefs 
interefting for its Singularity, than for its 
magnitude^ To contemplate twenty-five 
millions of people, ftarting fuddenly from 
their chains, animated as it were by one 
7 foul, may indeed excite admiration; but 

y with clofer refearch, and more extenfivc 

f^ {peculation on the affairs of France, it will 

^ be found, that the prefent revolution, is 

not, as is generally imagined, fb unex- 

pefted or fudden. This Liberty, on the 

contrary, is the accumulation of much 

. toil and n^uch time. It has not burft into 

inftantaneous exiftence, but has formed tbe 

f 
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PREFACE. 

fecret meditation of the French philofophcre 
and politicians. It has been produced, to em- 
ploy an cxpreflion of our Englifli Horace, by 

" The patient touches of unwearied Art." 

Pope* 

There was certainly a great neceffity for a 

Revolution. 

• •• • ■ . 

For many years, the French government 
had imagined, that it might with impunity 
multiply the privileges of an order, already 
by far, too much privileged; and it never 
fuipe6ted, that the vilified vi6lims on whom 
it dared to tread^ would on their fide dare to 
revolt. The nobility bafked in the continued 
funfhine of court favour ; and the Tiers Etat 
were contemptuoufly thrown into an ignomi- 
nious obfcurity. The military department yet 
remained open to the emulation and hope of 
the citizen ; but an order was latterly ifTued 
that required a proof of nobility from thofe 
perfons whofe merits, and whofe valour afpired 
to a diflinguifhed rank.— Again, whenever* a 

I man 
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fhslfiof nobie (kfcentf clevoted himTelf to ag^ri* 
cultural pttrltiits, hi$ cftates, (as if they ^^re. 
ennobled by the hand that cultivated them) 
were exempted from the taxes which were 
levied on commoners ; while, (what is ftill 
more difficult to credit) the deficiency in the 
taxes, paid to the government, arifing from 
this odious privilege, was made up by an 
additional levy on his unfortunate neighbours, 
who thus dearly paid for the honour of hav- 
ing a perlbn of npble extraction in theirneigh- 
bourhood* It was not, therefore, lufiicient 
to be infiilted by the privilege of this noble^ 
but the people were compelled even to pay 
for the honour of being infulted ! 

Such oppreflions (among a variety of 
others) were too obvioUg, not to have been 
hourly felt by the people at large* But their 
flavery was hereditary ; and the execration 
that was concealed in» their hearts, did not 
venture to ifiuc from their lipj* They 
groaned and laboured. 

A 4 A na^ 
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I 

1 

A nation may, perhaps^ be io habituated[ 
to the vileft flavery, that it Ihall be oicapabte 
of enjoying liberty. There was an ancient 
people, who, when they were offered freo- 

9 

dom by the Romans, preferred their ignoble 
fervitude. The genius of every nation is 
not fufficiently firm to fiipport the weight of 
freedom; and it is not improbable, that the 

« 

abjeft Frenchmen we now defcribe, would 
have eternally worn their manacles without 
a blufli. 

But of what the many can have no con- 
ception the FEW realife. Men exift, per- 
. haps, in all ages, who are born to form new 
lyftems, and corre6l the old. Never did 
fuch a galaxy of fublime minds appear toge- 
ther, as in the laft half century, in France. 
Every, ftar darted its influence; but -therp 
were,amon^ thefe, feveral planets of a mar^ 
vellous magnitude. ♦ 

, In ages unfavourable to philofophy^ the 
elevated mind was ofteil afolitary fpecu- 
J a tor ; his labours w«re then the abortions of 

debility 
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debility and tetrot; and he was often more 
known by his fufferings, than his. fuccefa. 
The caverns and the ftakes of the Inquifi- 
tion; the Eaftille and the Star chamber of 
government; fliortened his periods, or his 
life. 

Within the prefent century a great Revo^ 
lution was effefted in the human mind. Phi- 
lofophers ceafed to be ifolated. It is but of 
late that the people have been taught to read^ 
and ftlU later, that they have learned to 
think. 

It "muft not be diffembled, however, that 
among the croud of philofophers, many art- 
ful and defigning men, infinuated them- 

« 

felves ; and in profeffing the amiable fenti- 
ments of philanthropy; the moft fervid indig- 
nation againjft defpotifm; the liv-elieft horror 
of fuperftition; • they only covered with a 
beautiful maik, a deformity too repulfive to 
brfeen openly. Thefe enemies of their 
fellow men, have but one view ; to gratify, 

licentious 

3 



Jicentious appetites, and to fet a city in fiame^^ 
that they may get fbmcthing in the pillage. 

This libertinifin of mind, we all know, has 
been fatally diiplayed by a faiiguinary faftion 
in the French Convention; while fuch men 
exift, no nation can enjoy freedom ; for like 
a certain malady, (which is fortunately rare) 
the people will produce its own vermin^ 
which will prey on it, till it expires by the 
creatures of its own creation. 

Thcfe men are, in fa6l, more accomplifhcd 
time-fervers, than the mod debauched cour- 
tiers. Their libertinifm of mind, is pliant; 
for the corruption of the heart is favourable 
to take any impreffion its owner wills. 
Nothing- fo elevated which they will not 
grafp ; nothing fo low which they will not 
Iblicit ; they crawl like a lerpent full of 
wiles and poifon ; they fly like a vulture full 

of audacity and deftruftion.* 

Wo 

* Du Clos has thus admirably obfcrvcd on this p^rni- 
C'ous fc£l, " I cannot help blaming thofe writers, who, 

ft 

under 
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We claim pardon for dwelling ib lon», 
in chara<9terifHig thefe fpurious philofophersi 
bepaufe it has become* fafliionable to C9n- 
found fuch with thofe virtuous and fublimo 
ftiinds, who are to be diftinguifhed from 
thefe m(in, not indeed by their jJcofeffions, 
but by the purity of their morals. 

It was the genuine philofophers, who gra- 
dually enlightened the people, by their rea- 
fonings, and animated them by their elo- 
quence. To oppofe POWER when it became 
TYRANNY, hvit to fupfort it, whcii it was 

JUSTICE. 

under the pretence, or, really defirous of attacking fupcr- 
ftition, which would be a laudable and ufeful motive, if 
they limitted themfelves by the duties of a phihfiphical 
citizen^ fap the foundations of morality, and ftrike'at the 
Unds offocietys the more madly, that it would be dangerous 
for them to make prpfelytes. Tht fatal eiFeds they pro- 
duce on their readers, is to make bad citizens and dreadful 
criminals in youth, and unhappy men In an advanced age ; 
for there are few who then enjoy the melancholy advan- 
tage, to be fufficiently perverted, fo as to remain tran* 
^uil."— - — Confidcratlon fur.les Moeurs, p. 34. 

The 
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PREFACE: 

The prefent work refults fi;om a defirc of 
becoming more intimately acquainted with 
the caufe ef the revolution. For this pur- 
pofe the authors of this work united in their 
refearches, and gave into an exccntric courfc 
of reading, which afforded them materials, 
which they prefume, are very little known 
to the public. To be familiarifed with the 
leading chara6lers of the French nation, and 
with the nation it/e^^ they confid^red, was 
uuly Lu be cfFcdted by an examination of thofe 

multifarious memoirs of thp day, with which 

^ ... 

the French abound. They were, perhaps, 
in one refpeft, not totally inadequate to the 
ta£k 'they affignqd to thcmfelves ; fqv they 
were acquainted with the greater part of the 
anecdotes they now bring fof ward, ^nd Jiave 
fbmetimesevencorreded the notices they col- 
le6led, and added Ibme original information. 
They have fpared no labour of refearch. 
Their coUeftions were as copious, as they 
werp rare j and it is not only fr«m printed 

books, 
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books, but from manufcript informaiion, 
that their materials have been drawn*-^ " ' 

To offer to the public, the anecdotes of the 
thirty tdji years\, which have preceded the- J 
French Revolution, is really developing to ' 
their eye, the caufes which have led to this ' 
epocha, too memorable in the annals of the 
world. Thefe amufing Iketches may, per- 
haps, even excite the curiofity of the moft 
indifferent, an4 intereft the attention of the , 
thinking reader. 

It is true, that when at fome diftant day, 
die pencil of hiftory ftiall difplay in glowing, 
vet faithful colours, the names of the firft 
kaders who conduced the Revolution; the 
motives whicii animated them ; the means 
they employed to enfiire fiiccefs ; the charac- 
ters of the perfons who-affifted them; the 
o-ood they might have operated, and the 
evils of every kind they have produced; 
Poftei'ity will clofe with horror and indigna- 
tion this part of the hiftory of man, and will 
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be tempted, more thaii once, to tear thefc 
pages from the volume. But, as Time has 
not yet drawn away the thick veil which 
conceals from us the dark and infidious 
means, which have prepared this revolution j 
as we are too near, or too much interefted 

\ 

in the events, to judge them without fome 
partiality^ as (to confefs the truth) we have 
not the pen and genius of a Tacitus, to 
trace them with a firm and Ikilful hand, we 
are far — very far, from undertaking fb difr^ 
ficult a labour. We do not offer the public 
a Binary I we Qnlj folicit attention by fome 
Jight metnotreSn ^ 

We hope not to be cenfured, for what 
we have not undertaken. Haying long 
jneditaf ed on the French Revolutioo, we 
have beeii led by. our leifure and mclina- 
tion, to difcover, a$ well as we could, its 
x:aufe9 ; we, therefore, had recourfe to thofe 
fbiu'ces which . afforded us intelligence of 
various kinds ; and we coUefted in one whole 

the 
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the fads which could furnifli objefts for re^ 
flexion, and often enable us to pronounce, 
with Ibme certainty on fo important an ob- 
jed, A portion of thefe fads we now offer 
to the public. They certainly will feel 
thofe emotions of indignation, which we too 
often have experienced; and they will ge- 
neroufly beftow a fympathetic figh on the 
unhappy French, who with a genius more^ 
brilliant than Iblid ; a government devoid of 
energy; a nobility without moderation ; men 
of letters without principles, or to exprefs 
©urfelves more correftly, with principles 
deftrudive of the fecial order ; have them- 
felves led to the ruin of their kingdom ; and 
have made it bleed through all its veins. 

We have fometimes admitted Anecdotes 
of a private nature, but have, when it was 
thought neceffary, fpared the names of the 
perlbns. Thefe little flowers have been in- 
termingled to relieve the aridity of our pur- 
fuits i and we know well that if wfe do not 
- inJIruSf 
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tnJtmBy we may be pardoned ; but that ftct 
to amufi in an age like the prefent, would^ 
indeed^ be unpardonable. However difagree- 
able may be the fa6fs we relate, we con- 
fider thein as of no little utility- To fhew 
Jtd our fellow citizens. Vice under all its ver- 
fatility of appearance, is to fhew them it$ 
vdeformities ; and to unfold . thofe of a great 
nation, is to Ihew our Countrymen what 
' are the diforders that lead to a "Revolution \ 
And to remind them ftill further," that A too 
SUDDEN Revolution MAY be more ter- 
rible than the disorders it would 
rectify. 
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^T^HE Revolution in France has been 
efieded by that intrepid fpirit of I%ilo*- 
ibphy which ventured, even in the graip of 
defpotifm, to elevate it's voice. A virtuous in- 
dignation inspired the firft propagators of that 
iyftem of rational equality, which has been {0 
fatally perverted. Several of thefe great men 
have fallen vidims in their attempts to 
liberate their fellow citizens ; for they had no 
jparty and were truly difinterefted. Oppref* 
fion could not exift with a more terrible force 
than it did in Fraiijpe in the reigns of Louis 
XiV- and his fucceffor. The Philofophy, 

B however, 

V 



2 PHILOSOPHERS. 

however, which feemed at firft to have only 
aimed at the happinefs of its fellow citkcens^ 
(and it confid^od xk^% Ur^verfe as one^Gity) 
loft in its gradual progrefs fomething of its 
purity. The declaimers againft politicians^ 
became themfelvtr* poixticians ; and the 
avowed . adveriaries of oppreflion^ became 
themfelvcs . o^rel&ra.. . The ibUt^ry and 
virtuous {peculator ^yas now feen caballing 
Vf^thi adyentuiTOi^ C^^alines;; andt^t was no 
xnorj; a difinterefted virtue that lie ptifiu^^^ 
bijt a,defignii\g party which he /afi^fted. .• ' 
The The hiftory of thq French philpfophers, wh^ 

French Phi- 

jofc^hcrs were d^vfded into &5jr, may be read in the 
^"^ following Iketch. It prefents an a^Kurlite 
pprlrait.of theflgi,, fugh as is perhaps not Very 
di/liftftly known iii tlM^ country. It i$:neceCv 
iary to obii^rve, that it was written fp &*' 
back as the year 1 760. It forms part of tb^ 
Prcfkcc to the Memoifes fecrets pour fervif^ 
a rbifioire de la RepuHiquc des Leftra. 

The invafionxnade by Philoibphy into the 

republic 
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f dpublto of l^lter^ uirFi«4cei>foftn8 aii ep^biigs, 
rttsSttrtd memsfabl© by- the RfeVolii/Tioii it 
^podfc^3Cd.kL<theMMi(i!r(lf>l^peoplCi 'Mtbe 
^ofUk ^8 ' ii9W scquwtttdr With its cotifeqiunces 
m^ ,ic# Q^<?/. . : . Tbe «4thd«S'. of the Petfi<a 

fl^x^ersMDoiitributedtd thi maturing of thmL 

M^taphyfies; by embellaiiiog. thefe abftrad 
ipeciilatidns b^^ \99gM. ordeir, they employed 
^ m0ft|irJ3p9rs»tandiy tor d^^ theLdbodt 
which Thd^dogy bad>hung over them^.afui 
libos aimihiiaftei * j^ahatifin > ^nd Sciperfti« f^XMLu^i 
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To thefe liicceededth^EdONOMisTs; who of ^^ 

£ooQomiftf« 

«hidiy dite^iag theif i ftiidies to morals and 
Ifrafitical pojitie^^' fought ito rendef the people 
M^ier, bytxioreGlafefyipaiiting^thc bonds of 
ifeejety, by a recipr^oal commtinieafcion of 
good offides, ^ and of interchanges and' JrigiAs 
better xmderftood^ ' ami in teaqhing man to 
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apply himfelf to the ftady of nature, tkt 
mother of lafting enjoyments. 

At le];igth» times of trouble and opprefSoOt 
engendered the Pateiots, who aicending 
to. the iburce of the LaWB» and Cboftitutioii 
of Governments have (hewn the reciprocal 
obligations of (vib]ic€t$ and ibvereigns; have 
dived into the depths of hiftory and itt 
monuments, and eternally fixed the great 
principles of adminiftration. 

This croud of Philofophers, who placed 
themfelves at the head of tht various depart* 
Inents of literature, chiefly appeared after 
^ the extinQicffi of the Jelidts; the real 
moment frcnn which Xhtprefent Revobitm 
takes its original date« 
aemarkabk Wc obfcrvc hcro the remarkable expre^ 

cxprefTion 

r^?yw» fi^"* ^^ ^ prefent Revolution i and thefe 

^^' v? ords were written thirty yiars ago. But for 

this notice the reader might have imagined 

that they had been the words of the Englijh 

Writtr. This little fiia is fufficient to Ihew 

that 



ikkt clear and comprehenfive minds were^ (• '> 
hx back at the period in qu^fHon^ periuaded 
that a |fr^sar Revoktian had /Ab» /iSn^^^ I| 
had not indeed excited moisi but it was 
hourly gaining ground in &e minds of thb 
feopk. 

The portraits of the French Philofophers , 
are further iketched, by tlie hand of a political 
Limner^ with finguiar energy and ikill. 

It is of late (1768) that there has arifen a 
fed^fPhilofophers in France, who with un» 
paralleled audacity appear to employ a ''C" charaA«» 
gular fyftem, to impart a fatal light to thepre^bPhu 
minds of the people ; to ihake all behef and 
to fubvert religion by gradually fepping its 
foundations. Some who are the light troops ' 
' of the confederacy, point their iarcafin and 
irony, under fignificant allegories, and in-» 
genious fidionss with thefe agreeable com* 
pontions they cover with an indelible ridicule 
the mimfters «f re]iigion, its dogmas, its 
t B3 Uthvu-gy, 
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lit^rgy^ and even it's friarality^ Others^ more 
profound ipeculators, in the fuJit armour o£ 
«rudition» and .with ah invulnerable metals 
phydcy prefent tbraifelves with an iincovefced 
face, andi attack it^ with open force; and 
cxcrtijig againft it the moft formidable argu- 
ments, not meeting with athlets worthy to 

ft 

wreftle with them, they have unhappily Re- 
mained vi6lor8 in the field of battle. At the 
prefent moment as this incredulous race» 
confider their labours to be adducing rapidly; 
as they wait for the gradual aid of time^, till 
their light gaining every hour, ihall totally 
difiipate the night of prejudice^ ignorance, 
and fuperftition, they attack their adverfaries 
in their laft holds; they pretend to prove that 
politics Jiandin no need of the aid of Religion 
for the fiipport and government of a king-^ 
dcMn. It is againft this aflertipn, ib ancient 
.md (o umver&I, and which the defender, 
of .Chriftianity, for their .final 'arguxnicntj 
puihed to the extreme^ diaJk^the&>'Bhilc4ci^ 
, ./^ :*\ y i pliers 
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phers unite all their fences, ancl (eeok pre* 
paring a body of wtorks, which ar? daily 
making their appearance in France.^ A 
tf eatife was publiflied (in 1 768) intitled^ 
i ** The Holy Contagion; or. The Natural Account of 

a dangerouf 

«< Hiftory of Superftition." The rcfult of f"'"'"^ 
this dangerous work, is, that fear was the 
origin of the different fyftems of religion ; 

* • * 

. that they are all chara^lerifed by a fuperfti- 
tious melancholy, and finifter genius, which 
cat! only make their feftarifts hypocritical 
and gloomy, . and render them cowardly 
citizens; that all religions were defigned to 
fei-ve the purpofes of delpotifih, and yet tend 
to deftroy it, whenever that defpotifin at- 
tempts to throw off the yoke of priefWy 
fervitude; that their morality is entirely 
foreign and oppofite to that of nature, which 
alone can eftablifh and maintain fociety. In a 
word, that all religions are in their effence, 
falfe, and intolerant, and that a*^ fbvereign 
who would really confult his dwn happinefe - 
. . * B 4 and 
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and that of his people, fhould only ftrengthea 
his throne by ereding it on the baiis o{ liberty 
. and truth. Throughout the whole volume^ 
there' prevails a republican fpirit; and anti- 
pathy againft the facerdotal power. Its foroo 
of argument and vehemence of ftylc muft 
have attached readers, and perhaps it found 
too many admirers. 

Who can dbubt that fuch works have 
made converts to their fatal opinions, fince 
the legiflators of the prefent revolution appear 
to have drawn all their edids, and their dog- 
mas from thefe kinds of political Bibles ? Are 
not the afhial religious principles of the 
Republic here fully unfolded? , Their hatred 
to the eccleliaftical power, was early dif- 
played. But it did not become thofe who 
have fbmetimes eloquently declaimed againft 
perfecution^ themfelves to turn .perfecutors. 
If the axe is to fall on men^ becaufe they arc 
priejls^ it is tktfame intolerating bigotry whidi 
kindled fires to burn men^ becaufe they were 

3 Philofophers^ 
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^bili^ipbirs. If my fellow citizens perifh 
daily before my eyes, alas ! it iigniiies little 
whether they were priefts or philofophers* 
Tht power that condemns them, whatever 
name it may affume^ is ftill one and the fame 
inhumanity. 

It will not be improper here to infert an 
account of a congenial publioation of the 
£une period ; and which will be iufficient to 
difplay the infernal genius of the French 
preffes. The following work was written 
for the inftnidion of the Ladies I 

An abominable production, bears for title, f^^^ 
^ Letters to Eugenia; or, a Prelcrvative w'S^w 
** againft Prejudices/* By its motto, 

^ Arftis Religionum ammos nodis exfolvere pergo.** 

The author intimates his defign to liberate 
men from the tight bpnds of religion. A 
wife defign doubtlefs! 

It is not difficult to judge by this firft ring* 
ing of the alarum, what principles it containsf* 
It confifls of twelve letters, and is divided f 

i&lt 
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into two parts. In the firfl, is mduflrioufly. 
repeated whatever has been faid on the fbur- 
ces of credulity; on the neceflity of examining 
religion; . and.on the abfurd and even dreadful 
notions entertained of the Deity. The writer 
then examines the Scriptures; the. chriftian 
fyflera; difculTes its proofs, and. fundamental 
dogmas; the immortality of the foul, an4 
that of a future ftate; the mylleries, fa- 
craments, ceremonies, prayers, aufterities^ 
&c. of Religion. . In all thefe topics he col-^ 
lefts the arguments that have been employed 
by the French philofophers. But although by 
his dilations, they lofe fomething of their 
energy, they are the nwre dangerous, as they 
are treated in the mofl intelligible nianner, 
and the abjftrufeft metaphyfics are brought 
down to the underftandings of women* 

The fecond part offers more original ipecu*^ 
latipus. The author, after having overturned 
the evangelical virtues, and what is called 
chriftian perfodlion, pretends to prove, that 
.:.■■ the 
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* the government ftands in no need of religioa 
to maintain itfelf ; that it is even pernicious 
to it; that it is not advantageous to profeflbrs; 
that human or natural morality is the only 
true, and the only ufeful one, by which lb* 
ciety can exift. He attempts to eftablifh and 
confirm the celebrated aflertion of Bayle, that 
^ A RepublicUfcrOf r^^/ chriftians could not 
^ lubfift." He clofes, by wifhing for the 
greateft toleration of opinion. He appears to 
have a concealed propenfity for atbeifm^ with- ♦ 

Out, however, declaring himfelf, otherwife 
than by attempting to prove, that this lyftem 
is not fb ahfurd, and that it can Miii^afily be 
the refult of our ignorance. 

The ftyle of this production announces a 
man of 'fuperior rardc. It's delicate irony is 
that of one who laughs with the polifhed po^ 
litenefs of a courtier. It's erudition is con- 
cealed by all thofe happy turns which pre- 
vailed in the beft feon verfation. He appears to 
haVe i4ad the ntoft cefebrated trcatifes on this 

« 

' ^\- ' fubjeft. 
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{ubje£^, and to have appropriated their dange« 
tovLS maxims by his own familiar and natural 
manner* The work is a body of atheiftical 
do6h-ine, calculated for the idle, either 
among the illiterate, or the moft faihion-^ 
able# France produced courtiers who could 
write in this popular and alluring ftyle; but 
not one, who warmed by aqJ|oneft indigna* 
tion, raifed the pen, ta call back to good fenle 
and morality, the weak, the ignorant^ 
6r the female fex* We continually diA 
7«Vi* Re. cover poilbn emitted in every ihape^ but we 
rarely find it*s antidote. All ranks and botk 
fexes werc^now infenfibly (inking into the 
moft terrible depravity of morals. They did 
not fall from a precipice, but die decline wai 
gradually finoothed, and what was worfe, it 
had flowers fcattered over it« 



Courdcft 



Atiuriftidi Such indeed was the irreligion prevalent 
amongfl all clafies, that a friend informs ut 
when he called a BpurgeWy s Deift, he an? 

iweired^ 
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fwered, JVJwr mmfievrl Je nefmsfat deijle^ji 
fuis un anti'^iiieuf'-'^Bnd we are alio in* 
formed, that in the library of a tallow- 
chandler (who we fuppofe was alio an 
anti*dieu) he had indnftrioufly amafled a col- 
legion of fuch dangerous books, to the num* 
l>er of 600 publications ! Thus exifled Frencli^ 
philofophy among the vulgar ! 



The fe6l of the Economists are thus de* "^ ^ 
j^bed. They are political philofophers, who ^*'**** 
have written on Agrarian topics, or of the 
interior adminiftration ; who united to 
form a iyftematic body whicE is to overturn 
«U the received principles in matters of 
government, and to form a new order of 
things. Thefe gentlemen would firft havt 
rivalled the Encyclapedtfies^ and raifed altar 
againft altar ; but they mutually approached 
each other, and many of their adverfaries 
joined them, ib that the two feds appear to 
be confounded into one. 

Quefhay, 
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ofthefirft Quefnay, the ancient phyficiaa of tho 
MarchicMiefs of Pompadour, was the Cor)r«r 
phaefn^ of thisban4; he has written,.' among 
pther works, The Rural Phihfopber. Mira<^ 
beau, theauthor ofi^V^/^i^jiiam/tvf/, andZftf 
tbeorie de timpot^ was the under diredoi^ 
Every Tuefday they dined together, and KeM 
their conferences at his houfe* They i*F«are 
at length joined by the celebrated M, Turgot, 
a pradEcal philoiopher, and a gr^at attempter 
of experiments, fays my repornei*. : Theft 
m9deil Scholars pr^eiid to govern VBfi^fi^ from 
their clofets, by their influence on pojpjdair 
>plnipn, thcj regent of the world, ' . 

Thair chara6ter has been given t>y the wUH 
known Linguet, whc^ however, wrote it, in 
confeqjicnce of an offenfi ve criticifln, •which 
^pjeared in a Review, formed aoid direded 
j^y the Economifts themfeLvcs. i>ihguct, to 
an- ardent ima^n^tion, unites a- iatiric ge^ 
nius ; the following pafTage is written in his 
boldeft manner. 
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Aie6l (he Writes) has Mifcn. which pride^ 
itfelf above all, in dire£ling. princes, and 'm 
dbmineerigg ;over the ful^ance of the. peo-» 
pie; a fed which counts *for nothing the live* 
of men, and wiuch has dared tp eftablifli for 
the baiis of its bblief, that the produdions of 
the earth^ can alone be confidered as neoeflar^ 
in politics; a feft, which has ever in their 
mauths, the word Economy^ and which fa- 
ypurs, if not dirc^ly by its principles, at leaft 
veiy certainly by its confequences, the nxoft 
4readful diiii|>ation; 'a {c&, the more danger 
rpus, becavtf^iit devotes itfelf to excite faua^ 

ft 

ticifin; b^ca:it(e;it feduces ingenious minds, 
^rf'the imf^ng •appearance, and grandeur 
gf their myftetious i|>eculations : iu afFedktg 
a^fingular hau^tinefs,\they adroitly i^^innate 
th«nfelv?s' iiiito^'*the dofets of the great; 
their adepts attain to qpulenci^, in declaim* 
mg continnaHy on the miiery of pthers. 
They form indeed,* a -monftrous mixture of 
the French fyiyolity, and the h^avy incon-» 

fiftency 
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iiftency of the Engliih. So much for Lingti« 
et's opinion of our nation ! It is Very necef* 
faiy to obierve, that this abuie of Engliih 
philoibphy is inferted in a work> which bears 
for title, A Letter on the Theory of Civil 
Laws; in which he examines whether if is 
• true that the Englijh are free^ and whether 
the French fhould imitate their operations, 
or ertvy their government. — Here he defends 
the paradox, that dejpotifin is tbe beji govern^ 
ment. He pleads his cauie with liich inge- 
nuity and brilliancy, that the reader, for a 
moment, is deluded by his fbphifins, and 
prefers the government of oriental tyrants, 
to that of England itfelf. But if the Engliih 
Conftitution be treated with contempt, Mon- 
tefquieu is not ipoken rf with more guarded 
exprefiions; and this iuli^lime politician, 
Linguet abufes with as little reverence as he 
would have done a diurnal fcribbler. 

The doc- The difcoveries, the principles, and doc- 
trines of the JT IT ' 

^1^^* trincs of the Economists are thus defcribed. 

They 
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They confidered, that all real riches are pro- 
duced from the parth, becaufe this inexhauft- 
ible mother unceafingly reproduces the moft 
neceflary aliments. If, faid they, we fup- 
pofe twp ftates, one of which fliall only pro- 
duce corn, wine, and fruits, and the other 
Ihould poflefe all the mines of gold, dia- 
monds, and the moft precious metals poffible, 
it is proved, that at length, by the continual 
baiter that will exift between them, the firft 
without diminifhing it's abundance, or rather 
rifing by a gradual profperity, will in the 
end ruin the other, by exhaufting it's factiti- 
ous .riches. And at length, faid they, the 
firft would even abforb it's individuals, who 
liaving nothing more left by which they 
might acquire a fubfiftence, they would fell 
themfelves. Hence population would in- 
creafe ; a new multitude of hands would pro- 
duce new riches. The earth would yield in 
proportion to it's cultivation. 

From this ideal hypothefis the Efconomifts 

C deduced 
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deduced an incontrovertible axiom that the 
agricultural ftate, would become the moft 
flourifhing by that happy circle of agriculture 
augmenting population, and population ex- 
tending agriculture. They then proved that 
Francew2iS the happy land of promife ; and that 
it can exift on the rich fertility of It^foiL Thefq 
The 5co. fimple propofitions lead to a vaft number of 
write uniii- morc refined Peculations ; and the fe6t was 

tcligibly. 

at length reproached that they rendered their 
lyftem impradlicable, by its incomprehen^ 
fibility. Mr Mercier de la Riviere who wrote 
a bulky economical volume entited De VOrdre 
naturel et ejfentiel des Societh politiques^ at 
firft obtained a confideriable reputation; be- 
caufe nobody could underftand his work. 
The Emprefs of Ruffia in confequence in- 
vited him to aflift her councils by putting ia 
pradice his fliblime theory; he went to 
Peterfburgh, but after a fliort refidence re- 
turned with a reputation confiderably di- 
minifhed. It was agreed, that not only no 

one 
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one could underftand this economift, but that 
he did not underftand himfelf. 

In 1762 a deteftable work, no doubt by a 
French Philofbpher, made a confiderable 
noiie. We give it as the cleareft indication 
poffible of that defign of abolijhing religion and Neceffity of 

abolifliing 

its minijiersj which has lately been diiplayed ^«*««>»- 
by the National aflembly. It was entitled 
the Four Necejfary Things^ The neceffity of 
deftroying the Jeluits— of feparating France 
from the papal power — of abolifliing epifco-^ 
pacy, or at leaft of humilating priefts — and 
the laft neceffity, was that of annulling' 
religion in totp. The author fhews each 
neceffity, and kindly infti-udshis reader in the 
manner to attain his object. It is the plan of 
the revolution J in what relates to the clergy. 

If this is Philofbphy, let us burn our books ; 
let us haften to CafFraria ; and let us wander 
among woods in primaeval barbarity. Shall 
I be told that \i fuch Philofophers may fome- 
times go too far ^ their intentions, neverthe- 

C 2 lels. 
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lefs, are pure, and their morals good. To 
ftich Philofophcrs the following anecdote is 
direfted. 
AnAbb^ In 17 CI, the Abbe de Pradcs maintained 

preaches ' "^ 

ti thefis in the Sorbonne, in which Materialtfm 
was difcovered in every part. The iecular 

and ecclefiafHcal powers, were roufed If^rith 

» 

indignation at this public impiety, directed a 
forcible remonftrance to the parliament^ and the 
Abbe was exiled. The Materialifts regarded 
him as their perfecuted apoftle. The king of 
Pruffia (who it is not neceflary to fay was a 
Materialift) invited, with fraternal afFe<ftion> 
this exiled apoftle to his court. His Majefty 
received the fruits of fuch virtues. This in- 
famous Materialift was a ferpent in the bofom 
that chcrifhed him; and facrijficing the grati- 
tude and fidelity, fo juftly due to his royal 
proteftor, formed, in conjunftion with the 
Bifhop of Breflaw, a plot' againji Frederick^ 
and attempted to injure the country which 
had afforded him an alylum. This crime 

was 
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was punifhable by death. The king had the 
generofity only to imprifon him till peace fhould 
be reftored. On this fubjedl he wrote a letter 
to D'Alembert^ and employed this exprefHon^ 
** I will then deliver him to his country and 
** his friends, if be can ht^e any J* 

The man who is fa- unfortunate as to be a 
Materialift, may doubtlefs be an honeft man: 
we cannot help the illufions of the mind; but 
he who propagates this terrible fyftem, can 
never be fuch. A true Philofopher removes > 

pernicious prejudices^ but never would deflxoy 
any thing that is ufefulp even were it a pre-^ 
jtidict. 

The Revolution appears ftrongly f r edited \n thc Rcir<s 
the following anecdote : f^^J *" 

On the 2oth. of July, 1763, the Abb^ 
Labat preached a fermon, at Paris, of which 
the following is a faithfid extra^. 

" In the preceding reigns Sovereigns dif- 
played their piety by protecting the mlnifters 

C3 of 
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of the church. Now the magiftrates perse- 
cute innocence and opprefs religion. The 
people^s minds are deluded by a forced mode- 
ration, and are lead by defigning politicians. 
Soon t?r late a Revolution ivillfpread throughout 
a kingdom^ where the Sceptre and the Cenfer 
are violently agitated againft each other. T!he 
crifis is violent^ and the Revolution cannot he 
remote.^ 

The Abbe Labat, was certainly a more ra- 
tional prophet than Koftiradamus or Flemings 
he indeed regarded this objeft only in one 
light, which was that of the church \ but it is 
apparent that he was fenfible of the revolution 
which exifted thirty years ago in the minds of 
the people. I have only to add, that the"* 
preacher was immediately imprifoned in the 
Chatelet. 



APoctccn- The Poets were fometimes Philofbphers. . 

furcs Here- 

andTs'^apf ^^ ^ tragedy of Dorat^s, in 1763, there was a 
paflage relative to hereditary kings, who, are 

faid' 
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fald to claim a right to live amid die moil 

4 

voliiptuous pleafures^ and to confign the care 
of the public welfare to their minifters. This 
trait fomthow or other, efcaped the eye of the 
Cenfor, and was received with the loudell 
burfts of applaufe. The town, little accuf- 
tqmed to boldneis of fentiment like this, was 
aftonifhed. The lines are a forcible allufion 
to Louis XV. 



?3 



Au troiie du berceau ces Monarques admis, 
Ont droit de vegeter dans la pourpre endormis, 
£t chargeant de fon poids un Miniftre fupreme, 
De garder pour eux feuls Teclai du diademe. 

Thefe Monarchs from the cradle mount the throne, * 

• 

And fleeping in dieir purple, vegetate i ^■ 

*Tis to their favourite they confign the prcffure. 
And keep themfelves, the fplendour of the crown, 

A work of no fmall importance in Gallic The pwio. 

fephers at- 

literature, was publifhed about the year 1774, foJ^I^^^J^* 
with a profefled intention of combating the '"**^ 
modern Philofophers. The *' Trois Siecles 
^' de la Litterature Fran^oife," by the Abb6 

' C4 Sabbathier 
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5abbathicr de* Caftrefe, is well known hy con- 
hbifleurs,' is a critical work of great merit, and 

r 

lingular acumen. There is n6 doubt, that the 
writer taking the adverfe party, has given intp, 
at I'eaft, as great a violence as that which he 
expofes. But though his fads may be aggra- 
vafed, arid hi^ criticifin fevere, yet both are 
founded on truth. He obfervesin his preface, 
that his readers may be furprifed to find deci- 
fions on thefe authors very different from that 
incerifc which they had hitherto received from 
fear or flattery. But (he adds) if the multi- 
tude is once informed of the fecret (prings 
which they have fet in motion, for the fuccefs 
of their works, tb fwell out their reputation, 
to render their maxims acceptable, and aug- 
ment their partifans ; if we can (hew an offen- 
five and defenfive league, eftabliftied in their 
Se^f to render it predominant^ incenfe at all 
times burning, to .perfume the members 
which compofe it; venal mouths purchafed to 
cry out continually for an apotheofis in favour 

• of 
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of their chiefs^ and dark clouds maliciouily 
fcattercd over thofc talents capable of diminifh- 
ing their own^ if the reader will reflcd: on all 
this, he will applaud us for boldly cxpreffing 
(entittients, which every honeft and wife man 
has long feen and felt. It is curious to ob- 
ierve, that the Abb^ concludes his preface by tJ 
affuring himfelf of the prote<5tion of the Go^ 
vernment againft the Philofophers. 
, In another place, lOur critic exprefles him^ 
felf in a fingular mannef , on a right of which 
an Englifhman is jealous j the liberty of the ^he rret. 
prcfs. ** This freedom the Philofophers are Prefs cm! 

f«red by a 

'* continually imploring, and panegy riling ^'*°*^^*^ 

** with extreme ardour, defirous, however, of 

** referving the privilege to themfelves. This 

^' freedom of tlhc prefs. Would be the fureji 

*' means of corrupting the unherfe\ The Phi- 

** lofophers incefTantly repeat that by the 

» 
'^ colUfion of minds, light is efFufed ; there 

** are certain matters on which this collifion 
^* of minds produces a conjlagration'' 

This 
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This word conflagratioriy is a text for a vo- 
lume of commentary. We are far, very far, from 
recommending the leaft rejlraint on iht freedom 
of the prefs ; but it would not be amifs if we 
were to paufe a moment on this fubjeft oicon^ 
flagration. Fire engines fliould be prepared 
before iht fames break out. 
• Philofophers may proceed in the fearch of 
truth till they bring it to the verge of perdi- 
tion i they may gradually annihilate a ufeful 
town built of ftone, with the view of erefting 
a vifionary city, with ftreets of diamonds; 
which, like an Eldorado, the world can 
Voltaire's nevcr fee. Voltaire was heard to fay, that 

Obfervation ' 

^^^'^"^^'"•-Rf%'^/? wasavaft citadel, whicli it was not 
advifeable to attack openly, but rather to fap 
fecretly; that the miners had long been at 
work, and though the edifice looked as well as 
ever, and even more venerable for it's age, it 
"wonXdifuddenly fall into ruins. — We muft ne- 

Xhi cbs vcr forget the judicious fentiment of Du Clos, 

alarmed at ^ 

j^- i'hi.0.0- ^^ jjQj^gf^ ^^j^n, and a liberal PhUofopher ; he 
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faw the objed: at which this fedt was aiming, v 
and he, probably, forefaw it*s inevitable con- 
fequenccs. Difgufted with the extreme licen- 
tioufnefs of their do£trines, he exclaimed, 
** Tbefe mejt will do Jo muchy that at length 
they will make me religious^ 

The Clergy had, fince their great affembly The ciergj 
in 1765, made a formidable coUeftion of all pubuca" ions 

but do not 

the publications againft religion, which were condcfcead 
difFufed throughout France. It was their firft**^*"*- 
intention to undertake an elaborate refutation 
pf thcfe works; but either this was impoffible 
for their number, or they judged that it might 

announce the impotence of their defence. 

« 

They therefore, in 1775, to extricate them- 

4, 

felves from this dilemma, thought proper to 
fubftitute, inftead of a folid and complete re- 
futation, a kind of fermon, or manifefto againft 
the incredulous. It bears for title, — *' Advcr- 
** tifement of the General Affembly of the 
^* Clergy of France, held at Paris by the 
^^ permiffion of the King,, m 1 775, to tlie 

' I '' faithful 
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faithful of this kingdom, on the , advan- 
tages of the Chriftian Religion, and the 
" pernicious eStOs of Increduiity." This 
was prefented to^ his Majefly, by a jieputation 
from the Ecclefiaftical corps; and afforded 
a fund of merriment to the philofbphers and 
unbelievers at Paris. 

To this advertifenaent, the Clergy added a 
condemnation of piany an ti- religious books, 
vsrhich had appeared fince the laft affembly, 
held in 1765. The lift may gratify the cu- 
rious— *-Le Chriftianifme devoile — L'antiquitc 
devoilee par fes ufages — Le fermon des cin- 
quante — L'Examen important — La contagion 
facree — L'Examen critique des anciens et 

nouveaux apologiftes du chriftianifeme — ^La 

» 

Lettre de Trafybule a Leucippe — Le Syfleme 
de la Nature — Le Syfteme focial — Les quef- 
tions fur TEnclyopedie — De I'Homme — 
U Hiftoire critique de la vie de Jefus' 
Chrift. — Le bon fens. — L** Hiftoire Philofo- 

phique 
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phiquect Politique du Commcrce-et dcs £fta« 
bliiTemens dans les deux Indes^ &c. &c. 

Thefc books are condemned in globo^ as 
containing falfe principles injurious to God, 
and his holy attributes ; favouring or teaching 

Philofoph2« 

athcifm ; full of the poifon of materialifm : \^\ *::?«*• 
annihilating morals ; introducing a confufion 
of vices and virtues, deftruAive of the peace 
of femilies; extinguifhing thofe fenjtiments 
which unite the orders of fociety; authorifing 
paffions and diforders of every kind ; tending 
to infpire contempt for the holy writings; 
overturning their authority; aiming to deprive 
the church of the power it has received from 
Jefus Chrift, and calumniating it's minifters ; 
adapted to make fubjefts revolt from their 
fbvereigns ; to foment fedition and troubles ; 
deftrudtive of all revelation; replete with far- 

4 

cafms and outrages againft our holy law, and 
the adorable perfon of Jefus Chrift, our Savi- 
our, fcandalous, raft), impious, blafphemous, 
and as ofFenfive-to the divine Majefly, as 

^ pernicious 
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pernicious to the welfare of emplrea and 
fociety. • 

The Abbe Raynal particularly attraded the 
notice of this body; he is here faid to be, 
** One of the moft feditious writers among the 
*^ modern unbelievers/' L'un des plus fedi-^ 
tieux ecrivains parmi les incredules modernes. 

The King received this addrefs in the moft 
favourable manner, and appears to have been 
as juftly alarmed as the clergy themfelves. 
The Philofophers faw and meditated; 
laughed, wrote, and at length remained 
mafters of the field. The lamentations of the 
ecclefiaftical power, were the preludes of 
their approaching viftory. The clergy every 
month, made Auto dafis of books ^^ it is cer- 
tain, that there were fome, who lamented that 
the day was paft when they might have burnt 
men. 



©pinion of a A little pocm by M. Tanevot, which bears 

true Chr'.f- 

Pbriofo.'^'' for title, " Philofopbifme^'' is an ironical attack 

phers. 

on 
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on thisieft. The advertifement prefixed to it, 
may ferve to give the opinion entertained by 

* 

a true chrijl tarty of thefe Philofophers. *^ A 
falfe philofophy, fays he, animated with 
lefs of independance, than prefumption, has 
** now arifen with an undaunted countenance, 
and arming itfelf with a thoufand poifoned 
arrows, throws them at religion, which it 
purfues with a {mgvXzx ferocity. Some- 
times it's attacks are in the open day, and 
** fbmetimes it niarches in the darknefs of 
*^ the night. We muft not deny the 
*^ rapid progrefs it makes daily. We are 
** near the moment of a general corruption ; 
*• fatal efFedt *of the extindlion of thofe pure 
*^ virtues, and regulated manners, of which 
*^ religion is an unfailing fource, and v^^hich 
*^ formed the glory of our anceftors. But 
*' what converts our grief even into tears, is, 
•' thofe perils to which our youth, are now ex- 
" pofed. What will become of the hope of 
** the nation, when it's children, abandoned 

*' only 
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*' only to incredulity and licentioufncfs, ai^ 
^' jure the faith and virtues of their fathers ; 
and that they will in future have no other 
motive than a bafe perjonal inter efi ?'* Con- 
fidering this to have been writteji full forty 
years ago, the writer is a tolerable prophet. 



phiiofo. P AL L I s SOT had expofed the French Philo- 

phers at- ^ 

raeked on fophcrs In his comcd^, of " Lcs Philofophes." 
A piece in which Roufleau is reprefented with 
the fevereft ridicule ; Louis XVL was much 
gratified by this comedy. The writer foon fiiw 
himfelf, in confequence, declared a common 
enemy; and his literary exiftence, "and it is 
faid, his life itfelf, was in great danger. He 
wrefUed with the continued perfecutions of 
his antagonifts. But when he had prepared 
another vigorous attack, in a comedy called, 
•* The Dangerous Man," the Encyclope-. 
die party had power enough at the court and 
the theatre, to hinder it's reprefentation. It 
was, however, publifhed, and was by no 

I means , 
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tficans inferioi' to the preceding piece, for the 
ieveri^ of it's humour and fatirc* 
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Th6 phiiofophical paf ty^ «tjjpeir4 to have *''* **'^- 
let pafs no opportunity of conveying their ^f^^ 
fentimcnts to-thcpublicj in the moft ftriking s?K^'' 

^ convey their 

manncfi A ciiftom had longcxifted^ fince*^^'"^- 
the reign of Louis XIV* to proilodnce an* 
rtuftUy a panegyric on Saint Louis, before the 
Frenck Academy. Whenever one of the 
EttcyclojJedic party was appointed for this * 
pwpofe, he generally (juitted the beaten track, 
and gave into thofe eccentric ftri&ures which 
were pointed at the ecclefiafticaU and the 
minifterial powers. The Abbe de Befplas, 
undcrtoc^ this office in 1775, and by the 
boldne& of his obfervations was greatly ap- 
plauded by the fpe<^ators, and eveo by the 
acaderoicians, iince one of them in a moment 
of enthufiafm, interrupted the orator, by ex- 
claiming,/* Have courage, Monfietir FAbb^, 
$Qd proceed*" The Abb^ indeed had chiefly 

D turned 
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turned his oration to the fide of politics anJ' 
^e adminiftration« In ipeaking of the deeds 
of the adminiftration of St* Louis^ he at- 
tempted to .ihew,- that by its wife ordinances 
he ha4 aftually laid xhi^foundaiion of the pre^ 
fent pbiiofopbkal governmeta. In reviewing 

, • - 

thereign.of Louis XIV. he ftrongly cenfured 
thff niimftry of Cajrdind de Richelieu ; h^ 
paiqtsd*him with the odious colours in which 
hi9 defpotifm muft appear tci the eyes of th& 
partifans of liberty and the true patriot. This 
gave fuch o&nce to the Duke of Richelieu^ 
thathe formed^ with the reft of the courtier jt» 
a flrong cabal againft the; Abb^. 

The emifTaries and fpies of the Archbifhojp 
of Paris were immediately fent forth to find 
out njatter for an information againft the 
Abbe- After much inquiry, they accufed 
him of the following heavy crimes ; of having 
in a Chriftian pulpit, pronounced a prophane 
difcourfe, in which he aiFcdfd never to call 
Louis IX. other than jjLouis^ and never Saint 

Lms\ 
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Louts; and by an impiety niore rcprebenfibk, 
in a moment of Economical fanaticifm, to pay 

« 

his court to the new Seft, of having cried out 
Saint e Agriculture / .. 

And to clofe with aJI parties, the doctors of 
the Sorbonne refufed to give their approba-. 
fion to a panegyric of Sakit LiOuis, in which 
•Cardinal Richelieu, the founder of their houfe^ 
was fo ill treated* Such was the ftate of 
things through all the departments \fif the old 
government, becaufe an Economy ventured to 
^ve fome ftridiires on .the politics and ad-- 
miniftration of the times ! 

About the fame period (1775), the cele- ^^^^^^^jji^y 
brated Abbe Maury, who, on St. Auguftin's preacwV^ 

Toleration. 

day, delivered his panegyric before the af- 
fembly of th^ clergy, likewife gave oiFence 
by a defire of appearing Angular. The holy 
prelates were greatly irritated, becaufe he 
ventured to ^xeias^^ Holer ation before them; 
aftd in noticing die late new declaration in 

D 2 ' rcfpe(3- 
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refpc<Jl to the vows of the Monks, which the 
government ordered fhould oot be binding, 
if taken before the age of twenty, he hazarded 
faying, that he wijhed that even that term had 
teen prolonged -, and in the charafter of a 
Bijhop of fortune he drew a pidlure of thofc 
who arrived at jlhis ecclcfiaftical dignity by the 
chance of birth, and not by their perfonal 
merit; and at laft he feemed to prefcribe to 
^em their duties by a lively and pointed fatire 
€f their ignorance, their voluptuoufocfs, and 
the general corruption of their manners. The 
Cardinal de la Rochc-aymon immediately fig- 
nified his pleafure to him, which was, that 
. he would not appear before him : and every 
prelate went home wondering that the Abbr 
Maury fhould have thought that the golden 
gate of preferment was to be opened by fuch 
rough handling. 



The Phiio. Toleration was the univerfal cry of the Phi- 

fophert are 

clamorous lofopHcrs ; but thc ecclefiamcal power probably 
'^"* kacw 
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knew that when theiis artful men £houId be 
permitted to fix thcmfelves on the Jteps of 
government, they would foon fprce open the 
door of its temple. On the fubjed of Tok^- 
rafioTii the following anecdote interefls by the 
illuftrious cluraders concerned in the farce. 
When Voltaire arrived at Paris, an intervie^^ ^!^^^ , 

Anecdote K 

took place between him and Franklin. After PrankiTn,'^ 
the firft compliments, which by the way were 
more adulative than comported with the cha« 
ra6ler of a Briton, and above all of a ftera 
Republican, the 6o€tox prefented hi$ grand* 
ion to Voltaire, in folliciting for him his 
bkjjing. The Philofbphcr of impiety, reliflied 
the pleafantry ; and to render the farce com- 
pleat, he rofe from his chair, and with a 
patriarchal air, laid his hands on the head of 
the child, and folemnly pronounced, in a loud 
voice, thefe three words; God, Liberty, 
and Toleration. All the pious were 
fliocked at the American^ who, they faid, bur- 
leiqued religion inafking the ^^;v^ of ip^(?//^/r^. 

D3 Tha 
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That the Phflofophcrs who were fock^ 
morous for ^okration^ were themfelves by 
Thcfe i^hi- ho means tolerant y appears by the following 
iiitoierant. anecdotc: The great monarch of Prafiia 
thus cxprcffcd himfelf on the fubjed: of reli- 
gious toleration. ** I never wili cftnfirain 
opinions on matters of religion. I dread, 
of all others, religious wars. I have been fo 
' fortunate as that none of the Se6ts, who re- 

fide in my ftates, have ever difturbcd the 
civil order. We muft leave to the people 
the objefts of their belief; the form of their 
devotion; their opinions, ^vA even their pre^ 
judices. It is for this reafon I have tolerated 
^the priefts and monks, in fpite of Voltaire 

» 

and D'Alembert, who have quarrelled with 
me on this head. I have the greateft venera- 
tion for all our modern philofophers j but 
indeed I am compelled to acknowledge, that a 
general toleration is not the predominant vir- 
tue of thefb gentlem^v 
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It isYcry curious to obfervc, that thcfe 
JPhilybpbers who were inceflantly compoiiog 
feie declamatiofis againft the horrors of war, • 
^nd painting with all the glow of a rich' 
- colouring, the injuftice of perftcutions, were 
among tbemf elves in a ftate of eternal war&re, The Phuo. 

fophers in a 

and infatiable perfccution. It is true. Phi- ^j^^^^^^" 

iofophers fire with no cannon, and tie to no 

» 

jflake; But the fury with which they aflaultcd 
each other, evinced, that had they cannon or 
flakes, their adverfaries would have been or 

« 

fuddenly deftroyed, or flowly burnt. Their 
inveteracy was, indeed, confined to an epi- 
gram, or what they called, a diatribe ; but an 
epigram or a diatribe, may fliew the fame de- 
fire of inhumanity and defpotifm, which 
tyrants on the throne, or in the church, have 
cxercifed* Qf many of the private charad:ers 
of thefe Philofophcrs, we have rardy 
favourable teftimonies of the perfe6tion of . 
their fyftem ; but we muft learn to drftii 
between the French Philofophers ; too m^ny 
' D 4 intriguers 
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intFigiierfi and defigning men, difhonour the 
Fhe French jiame^ j^j^ dificrcncc is great between fuch 

Philofopher* O • • 

^ifcei*''^* philofophcrs as MirabcaUf BouUngcr and I^ 
Mettrie, to Roufleau, D'Alembert, andMon- 
tcfquicu, Voltaire, who has- been called 
Mictomegas (little-great) muft, as ufua,!, be 
placed between ; often a<Stuated by the intc- 
refled and bafc motives of the one, he had 
often, all the fublime views, and philan- 
thropy, of the other^ 



A SONG ON THE ECONOMISTS, WHICff 
APPEARS LIKE A PROPHECY, 

^s^?^^^"" The prefent long is certainly the moft 
curious article in this volume. It is to be 
found in more than one work dated ten 
or twelve years back. It might be others- 
wife confidered as a recent forgery, artfully 
inferted in works which might have been 
cafily made to bear an old date. But I am 
informed by many, that it appea;red in feve- 
ral q£ the French alinanacks of ten year3 ago; 

and 
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avA what confirms the whole, I am acquainted 
with mprc than one Pariiian, who recolic£ls 
having learnt it as a fafhionable fong about 

« 

the fame period, when Turgot was minifi:en 

This* fong moft amply, difclofcs the whole 

^iyflem of the prcfent Republic; and feemi 

rather a defcription of an event pafl, than of 

one forefeen by an enlighened and acute mind. 

The fbmzas beginning. On verra tous ks 

etats, &c..-«-^Pu meaie pas marphcront, &c, — 

Puis devcnus vertueux, • &c. Plus de jnoines 

^kngoureux, &c And the laft flanza relative 

to the king, are all remarkable* They are, a phiiof*^ 

*^ phcr an cj. 

without a claim to infpiration, regl prohecics ; Jhan^wSt 

yet the author would not certajnjy afpire tp .a 
feat near the fanatic Fleming. 



I ' 



Vivent tou» nps beaux efprits^ I^ong live our men of wit ! 

Encycllopj£4ifte$, Encyclopedias; 

Pm bonheur Fwn<;oi5 «pri% " Warmed with the happinefs ef 

Grands ceconomiftes ; the French, 

par leurs foins, au terns d*Adam Long Hire our great Economift«. 
Nous reyiendrons, c*eft lew plan : . Itis by their cares we are going 
Momus ies a(Hfto| to return 

Ogai| To the primaeval days of Adam; 

MoiBtts ies affifte. ' Momus affift them, 

O charming* 
Idonius ailiA thtn^. 
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Ce n*eft pas de no$ bouqums^ 
Que vient leur fcience ; 
En eux ces iiers paladius 

Cm la fapience : 
X.es Colberts et les Sully 
, Kous ptyoiflent grands, mais, fi ! 
. Ce n'eft qu' ignorance 

O-gai! 
Ce n'eil qu' ignorance. 

r 

On verra tons les etats 
JSntre tux fe confondre, 
Les pauvres fur leurs grabatj, 
Ne plus ie morfondre, 
J>es biens cnfera. d€s lots 
Qui rendront les gens egaux; 

Le bel ceuf a pondre. 
Ogail, 

Le bel oeuf a pondre* 

I>u mime pas marcheront 

Nobl^fTe et roture ; 
Les Fnuiqois retoumeront; 

Au droit de nature ; 
Adieu parlements et ' loix 
Dues et grands feigneurs eti^ok ^ 
La bonne aventure, 

Ogait 
La bonne aventure. 



Puis derenus vertueux. 

Par philofopjiiey 
Les Francois auront des dieux 

A leur fantaifie : 
Kous reverrons un oignon 

A Jefus darner le pion ; 
Ab quelle h4rmoqje> 



It is not from our old books. 

They gain all their fcience. 
It is in themfelves thefe Quixotes, 

Find all their knowledge. 
The Colberts and the Sully s 
Appear great men— Plhaw! 
This is mere ignorance, 

O charming ! 
This is mere ignorance. 

We fliall fee all the ftates, 
Confounded together ; 

The poor on their ftraw beds 
No more fhall complain. ' 

They will make lots of the na- 
tional wealth 

Which will render all men equal. 
What a golden egg will be laid! 

O charming ! 
What a golden eg^ will be laidi 

c 

Alike vrill be feen to walk 

The nobleman and the citizen; 
The French will return 

To the rights of nature, 
Farewell to the parliament and 

the laws, 
Dukes, lords, and kings; 
What a happy time ! 
O charming ! 

■ What a happy time! 

Tlicn become virtuous. 
By philofophy, ' 

The French will have gods 
To their own fancy! 

We ihall worihip an onioif,' 

Jefus will lofe the game ; 

What a harmony! 

gaif 
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Ogti! 
Ah quelle harmonie. 

Alors d'araour furct^, 

£ntre foeurs ec freres ; 
Sacrament et parent^ 

Seront des chim^res : 
Chaquc pere imitera 
liOty au jour qu'il s'enivray 
jLiberte pleniere, 

Ogai! 
X^iberte pl^niere ! 

plus de moines langoureux, 

De^laintives nonnes ; 
Au lieu d'adreifer ^ux cieujc 

Matines et nones : 
On verra ces malheureux 
Panfer, abjurant leurs voeux^ 
Galante chaconne, 
*' Ogail 
•Galante chacornie* 

Partifans des novations, 

La fine fequ^ile ! 
La France des nations 

Seia le modele: 
£t cet honneur nous devrons 
A Turgot, et compagnons, 
J3ef4;^giie immortelle^ 

OgaiJ 
Befogne immortelle. 

A qui devrons nous le plus ? 

C'eft a notre maitre, 
Qui fe croyant un abus, 

Ne voudra plus Tetre ? 
Ah qu'iliaut aimer h bien^ 



Then the fecurity of love 

Between brothers and fiftersj 
Sacraments and relationfhip 

Will be turned to chimeras. 
Every father will imitate 

Lot, whenever he gets drunk, 
We ihall have full liberty! 

O charming ! 
We (hall have/ull liberty. 

No more of languiihing mpnks^ 
No more pf complaining nvmsj 
Jnllead of praying to heaven. 

Matins and vefpers ; 
Soon will thefe unfortunate per* 

fons 
Pance, and abjure their vows. 
What amorous chacoons, 

O charming ! 
What amorous chacoons ! 

Partifans of novelties, 

What a cunning gang f 
France of all nations 

Will become the model. 
And this honour we owe 
ToTurgot and his companions. 
What an immortal labour ! 

O charming I 
What an inmiortal labour ! 

To whom (hall we owe the mod ? 

It is to our mafter, 

'VVho thinking himfelf to be an 

abufe 

Will give up his all, 

Fkmr 
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Pour de fca n'etre plus rien ; 
J'enverroifi tout paitre» 

Ogai! 
J'^yenrois tout paitre \ . 



Ah! how he muft love the 

public goody 
From a king to dief^cnd into no- 
thing. 
I would fend all a packings 

O charming ! 
I would fend all a packing. 
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HE higher clafs of the French Clergy 
regarded themfelves as the firft order in the 
ilatc. Its honours and privileges Were gradu- '^Jjjj}**^ 
ally ufurped. In a work entitled ^* Interefting privli^*5j 

_ ^ the fiA or- 

Reflexions on the Claims of the Clergy of ^'^ »" ^^ 
forming the ^Jl Body in the State.** Our 
ingenious writer proved, that as their doc* 
rinesj inftrudions, and employments, were 
aU^ analogous to a future ftate, they formed a 
ibciety purely fpiritual; that they fhould not 
meddle with temporal things ; and that like 
their chief, they (hould take for their motto, 
*• My kingdom is not in this world." Our 

3 author 
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author wrote in a popular manner; he was 
ingenious^ and anathematifed. 

From the year 17^0 to the prefent hour, 
the clergy complain of a fedt of philofophers 
whom they diftinguifh by the epithet of 
modern } and whidi, forty years ago, they 
obferved, were infenfibly gaining ground 
among the people, and conveying light totlie. 
dblteft eyes* The two laft monarchs of 
France ware j&^oufftbly difpofed towards the 
dfergyi. Louis XV. was weak and fearful; 
too pufillanimoii&* to be a fanatic, too fuperfti-' 
tious to be enlightened, equally incapable of 
religious fervour, and that intrepid policy nc-» 
ceffary to ihake ofi^ the yoke of priefthood% 

The religious orders were indeed fo noto-; 
rioufly infamous, that almoft every one (ex- 
cept the learned Bcnediftines) was diftinguifhcd' 
by fbn^e drfhonoucable epithet or qualification. 
Paffingover thofe which would offend modeflry, 
fuch expreflions as thefc were common— To 

I iirmk 
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drmk like a Cordelier'-^As ftmUng*^ a CapA^ 

The nonks 

chin — As gRittonous as a Berm^'n i^^and tho*^^^^"^ 
omekis of the Cekftinesj were a favourite difln 
Boileau has placed the refidence of lazy 
effemtnacy in the monaftery of Citeauoci and 
CtdStt imagined the pakce of fleep at that of 
tile ViSiarins.- 

A powerful ftruggld.exifled between the 
political order of the yejuits^ and fome of the 
clergy. The world knows how this ter- 
minated; but the diflblution of this learned 
order^ was not followed by its intriguing 
genius. The members ilill exifted^ and ad« 
dreflcd the public through all the various 
fhapes of the prefs. It is even fuppofed that 
feveral members of the SeB of modern Fhilofo^ 
phers were thefe great, injured, and irritated 

fcholars. 

, In January 1762, a convocation of forty 

bifliops was aflembled at the houfe of the 
Cardinal de Luynes, by order of Louis XV. 
to examine the conftitution of the Jefuits, 

who 
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who were tkfien .becoming formidable tYcry 
hour. Thirty- four were of opinion to kave 
'their inftitutes as they werc> but to fubjcft 
the Jefuits to the general regulations of tl» . 
clergy I the fix others were for reforming 
them according to the regulations gniade at 
the conference of Poifly. To fliew what 
ebaraSiers were thcfe Bijhdps^ the flower 
#f the clergy, it would not be improper 
to tranfcribe a fatirical fong on this occafion« - 
The Englifh reader would perhaps complainr 
of its length ; and it will, therefore, be fuf- 
ficient to obferve, that it contains anecdote*^ ' 

Thehea<i«of < 

the Clergy^ unfortunatcly all too true, which ihew thefc 
bifliops to be as vile intriguers and diffolutc 
libertines, as any of the Laics. 

We obferve the fame thing in a iingukr 
aflembly, which was held by his MajeftyV 
orders, in 1766. Their purpofe was to ex- 
amine the inftitutions of the various religious^^ 
orders, and 'make the neceflary reforms. Five 
archbifhops were at the head of this tribunal, 

th«if 
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thdt conference was not very plcdfing to the 
clergy^ who by no means were, defirous of 
reforming themfelvei. The following epigram^ 
as indecent) as it Was poignant^ was made oh 
this occaiionv I charitably hope> that all the 
jht Wete^ot in the fame cafe« 



On a choifi cinq fiveqUCS paiUards* Ink will liot 

Tous cinq ronges de v**— • ct dc ch-*— ^, XWny* 

!Pour reformer ces moines irop gaiilards; 
Peut on blanchir Tebene avec de TexKre ? 



In ,1767, a publication appeared, proving, 
that thefe orders could not confcientioufly ac« 
knowledge or receive the dictates of this jStfTem- 
bly. That if> by ah appeal to parliament, 
their oppofition was not fuccefsful, they muft 
refiji all legal ordinances, and implore the^^j^^ 
mediation of the fovereign Pontiff. By all this uintiigiAii. 
it clearly appears, that xht clergy had a civil war 
amongft thcmfelves, and alfo, that they confi-* ^ 
dered reformation as incompatible with religion. 
But. the learned, and I may add, the en- 
lightened Btnedi6tines, were clamorous fat 

E a re- 
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ft re^rmation* This order pofTefled a vaA 
income, and pafied their folitude in literary 
labours of an utility as vaft as their magnitude. 
To them we o^*^e a work which no individual 
icould have undertaken « and which even theJfe 
^ learned and laborious fcholars have not termi^ 
nated. Their literary hiftory of France, con- 
lifts no*v of thirteen quarto volumes, and yet 
only reaches to the twelfth century. Irt 
Several Be, ^7^ S^ ^ petition, figncd by a confiderable 

nedidtines ^ « /• i 

petition for Qumber of thefe religious, (thole who were 
puerile cuf- phiiofophers, for all were not) was prefentcd 
to the king. They complain in a futnmary 
way, of being confined to minute ceremonies^ 
to puerile formalities, and troublefbme regula- 
,« tions, which are of no utility to the nation. 

They pray, they may not any longer be com- 
pelled to have their heads (haved ; to be for- 
bidden the ufe of meat ^ to wear their frocks | 
to rife at midnight to go to minims, Scc^ in a 
word, they wifli to appear and live like fecu- 
lars. If thefe conditions were grantedj^ they 

offered 



dffcred to educate fixty youths grttirf.- This 
petition occafioned a great diftutbance and 
dLflatisfadion among^ the clergy. 

The petition was not attended with fuc-ThcEctitioa 

unfavour- 

cefs. The court was then not fufficicntly en* »"7'««i^«* 
lightened^ to perceive, that the education of 
fixty youths was of far greater utility to the 
nation, than having the Benedidines heads 
fliaved, and their fitiging pfalms at midnight. 
The adverfc and more religious party, pcr- 
fuaded the court, that all this only indica* 
ted a licentious defire of fliaking off all decent 
order. The king, therefore, expreffed his 
diflatisfadlion to the fuperiors ; Dom Pernetti^ 
and Dom Le Maire, who had the greateft 
concern in drawing up this petition, which 
was written with every charm of compofition 
it could admit, were rewarded for their inge- . 
nuity and philofophy, by being immediately 
exiled. Pernetti took refuge in, the do- 
minions of the Great Frederic, and I be- 
lieve became one of his librarians. 
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Phildibphy Was exiled, and bigotry wer- 
(hipped. This zSzk of the petition did not 
here terminate. The religious would now be 
beard in their turn- They prefented a recla- 
mation to the King, in which theyexprefs their 
horror for the late attempts of their unwor- 
The Bene, thy brcthrcn ; they vindicate the holinefs of 

diAinescon- 

h^^«r ^^^ frocks, their linging at midnight, and 
Lldnlgh** as their ihaven heads j all which they confidcr as 

a matter of 

«^*^7' matters of glory, as well as religion. The 
whole performance is written in a ftyle as 
uncharitable, as it is inimical to the modefly, 
and the mildtiefs of true chriftianity. It is a 
voluminous and heavy work % the other was a 
light and elegant page. 

But the adtive hatred of thefe pious advcr- 
faries, could not remain filent. The fire of 
perfecution was not extinguifhed in 1769. It 
would be uninterefting to enter into a minute 
detail of this domeftic difcord of the Abbey of 
the Benediftines. It is neceffary, however, 
to convey an idea of it's prominent charadlef- 

iftics. 
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ifticSf as thele give theipirit of the intolf* 
liance» and infatiablc rancour of rdi^puf 
ianatics. 

In 1769, ^though the vnrefipfmed party td^ 
iptmphed^ they wert joot iatisfied by a decifioa 
(^their firft iiiperior, and the communis took 
thi$ occaiion to pubHih another voluminoui 
Mftmrt h C^nfuher. This brought forth a 
xeply» coQcUe, reafonable and concluiive« It 
e9q>ofes the internal conteil^ esifting in thi9 
congregation^ from the earlieft period of their 
eilablifhipent. The nation from thefe alterca* 
tions^ learnt that the Teljgious orders^ like 
other human inftitutioQ$» were a continual 
prey to ambition^ difcontenc and intereft • At Minifim 

* prefer ^re- 

this period it wa& peculiarly unfortunate for tibe [^J"^*°« ^ 
church to expofe it's nakedneis. The govern- S^iti^f 
ment began jqqw to think lerioufly of reform- 
ing the monkUh inititutions^ and the Benor 
didines were one of the richeft fcxrieties. 

ScandaHfed at thefe public exhibitions, 
which for fometimc formed the reigning topic 

E3 of 
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6f cohverfation, a council wis held by the com- 
munity, in which it was agreed, to difatow- 
the memoir in queftion, that it might only be ' 

« 

confidered as' the work of thofe reftlefs indi- 
viduals ^ho ' had petitioned for their fecularii 
zation* Such controvcrficg appear to haH 
been ibme of the laft f^ruggles between ex* 
piring bigotry, andthatphilofbphy, on which 
the mind had now been nouriflied for a long 
time, and which began to appear irt the vi^ 
gour of, youth. 



Ju^*ord!lif'" In 1770, the religious orders excited riior© 
^r\n thT' difguft than ever in the public, by the follow* 
ing pathetic incident. About this time, a 
Nun, who was on the point of making heir 
laft vows, hanged herfelf in the prefence of 
lier parents, who obftinately perfift^d in de- 
voting her to this vocation. ' This interefting 
circumftance afforded Mr. De La Harpe, a 
fine fubjed for a tragedy, which he entitled 
^^ The Nun," and in which, he inveighs with 

I poetical 
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poetical indignation agaiiift thereauftere-iuftr* 
itutions. Such a drama could not be reprefcnted 
ftt Ptf is; and the author had recourfe to. the 
procedlion of one of the roinifters> the Dukp de 
Choifoil. He in return acquainted him, thtt 
ihi^ permiiiion of puUicatbn remained, with' 
the chancelku: ; but at the fame timie, the fen* 
timent$.are fo pleafing and congenial to bis own^ 
4hat he defired to become his 6ooi/e//er, and 
therefore fent him one thou&nd crowns on 
^account of the edition. This anecdote dof s 
^reat honour to the duke ; but it is given for 
• the. purpofe . of (hewing the difpofition of the 
^mnijierp at that period, refpeftmg religious 
. inftitutions. It may not be amifs to add> that 
t the tragedy was never, reprefcnted ; but every 

where tloe author was invited to read it ; and 
; it ferved to excite a warm indignation in the 

public agginfl fimilar inftitutions* 

In 1783, a fubjed of the fame kind excited 
: public attention. Thp convent of the nuns of 

St. Maud^had long been a theatre of fcandalous 

E 4 • fcencs. 



^5-5 



\ 



■^ 



C 1M%Q Y. 

ick^Bf " afid lyf ^tftaticiU per fi^mtiDfis. Ik ih$ 
tndnth xif June, of ihat^^r^ tainxd$ the'&tt 
i^the liighvir mm dbiped, Md ffae iva$ IbcMi 
tieted;e(i* Th^ hjsftejied to inform ^e fttpe* 
Hot, Ufid ihe immediately cried out ^tp bring 
41)aek the fair ftigitirc, Ifcr whole florfcf 
^nihiited by th<^r zeal^ ttke on ^tnfelve^ tbb 
^rdfer which was dircfted to the ieryanti, TiA» 
doors are ^rbwn bpen^ and the mins now {)ur* 
ftte their late companion thrpiigli the ftreetSt 
The runaway was the firft who reached the 
'^barrier of Saint Antoine, The others Call td 
the keepers to fhut ilic barrier, for tliat ihe 
wa^ an apoftate. The keepers feeing in thin 
fugitive nothing which concerned theoi; 
notliipg that was contraband ; no bund}es toi 
examine ; without attending to the jsealon? 
and breathlefs iiftere, fufffer her to pifs; and 
touched by her tears and her intreaties, clofc 
the barrier againft her purfucrs. In vain thefe 
faints harrangued that it might be opened; 
they were obliged to return to their fuperior, 

who 
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who reproved them for committing' this pub-^ 
Jic fcaadaU 4nd taking this opportunity of 
wandering about the ftreets. 

The unhappy fugitive tremblingly alive, 
-was conducted to the director, who foftened 
her diftrefs by afluring her of his proteSion, 

"She told a concifc, but powerful Itory of her 

,griefs; that for a flight fault committed 
jtbove a year ago, ihc had been rigoroufly 
imprifoned on bread and water; that her 
puniihment was not only exceflive,^ but that 
becaufe flie had by her indifcretion, revealed 
fpme things beft known to the abbefs, (he had 

r Incurred her hatred, and was threatened at 
every hoar with a renewal of her perfecutions, 

. That if (he had committed a fin, in cjuitting 
H place where many fins had been cpm^nitted, 
'^e was vtrilUng to die, but never to return. 
The fimplicity of her addrefs afiTcftcd the di^ 
leAor, he put her under the care of his lady, 
till the archbi(hop was informed of the whole 

. \l«8tter. It is not knowo how this affair was 

concluded^ 
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concluded. The abbe/s probably had fomft 
friend at court. It was> for a long time, the 
converfation of Paris, and renewed the horror 
iOf the^ dreadful eftabliftiments. It appears, 

t 

however, that- the archbiftiop permitted the 
unhappy nun to retire into another convent ; 
If (he did this, it was like a runaway lamb that 
IS received by a butcher ; who takes care to 
difenablc it for the future of praQifing any 
fuch tricks. 



Tht higher The pride of the Ecclefiaftics, appears 

iafoicnt. pretty clear by the following anecdote, m. 

I)e Conflans, joked with the Cardinal de 

• Luynes, becaufc he had a chevalier of the 
- order .of St Louis, for his train bearer. The 

• proud prelate replied, that he always had oAc 
for this purpofe ; and the predeceffor of this 

• • »« 

chevalier bore the name and arms of the 

9 

Cancans. — It is a long while, anfwered the 
Marquis, that many unfortunate gentlemen 
in my family have been reduced a firer'Ie 

• - • ' diable 
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diabJe par la queue ^ a gallic proverb to cxprefs 
extreme mifcry. His eminence was fo con- 

« 

luied at this lively reprimand, that he retired 
In hafte, and made the Dutchefs of. Che- 
vreux, at whoie houfe he was, promife not to 

» If 

receive any more a man of wit, who did not 
yelped a cardinal, 

t 
» V 

' ' The Abbe Maury, in 177^, preached a fer- 
toon relative to St. Louis, before that formid*- 
'able literary body, the French acadamy. The 
old Canlinal E^e la Roche-aymbn, loaded 
with all» but academic titles, afpired to a 
place ia this celebrated corps. A deputation 
from the academy was made to the cardinal, 
to folicit an abbey for piir preacher ; a fingu- 
-lar proceeding which had never yet been 

made, . and which probably had never been 

• • * 

'made, had the afcademy not known the fecret 
wifli of this cardinal. The deputation re- 
ccived the moft flattering reception; norwai 
the abbey refufcd* It was in this manner 

jeclefiaflical 
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eccleflaftical honours w<^re at the difpoial of 
an individual. Our cardinal had lefs in view 
in this ai&ir, to recompense the talents of 
Maury, than to obtain for huxifelf the firft 
vacant chair in the academy. 

When this cardinal became the arch* 
biftiop of Rhcims, he fuffered in his old age> 
the &tal confequcnces of his youthfiil liber- 
tiniim. Complaining one (fay of the gout to 
his phyiician, he faid that he fuSered the 
pains of the damned— What, my hordp, al* 
ccady-? replied the loalicious Efeulapius. 

^f^« The following anecdotes will fqfficiently 
^'cLamc^fliew the avarice and political views of the 
higher clergy j If thefc men thus oppreffed 
their helplefs brothers, what could be ^xpedled 
from their general charaftcr ? It furely fhcws 
.that mundane views alone occupied theie 
govcmers. 
It is neceffary to inform the reader that as 
li^e clergy in France paid no taxes, it was 

ufual 
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ufual every five years to make a voluntary gift 
to liis Majcfty, of a fum from twenty to thirty 
millions of livres. This levy v^ras conduced 
by an affembly of the bifliops, who ufed to 
affefs the ecdefiaftical property, in .their 
diocelTes, in whatever form they pleafed. It 
will appear that the bifhops laid the hcavieft 
part of thefe contributions on their Curhy and 
ipared themfelvcs. 

In 1777, I obferve the lower clergy loudly ThcPrchtot 
complaining of the heavy affefs under which ^"*^ 
they bitterly groaned. That the bifliops, in 
theif diftrifls, are unfeeling mafters, who 
grind their inferiors ; and while they arc par- 
iimonk>u8 of contributing to the accuftomed 
levy^deprive, by their unmerciful cxa6Uons, the 
Cures of even a bare fubfiftence. The dreadful 
abufes employed in the eccleiiaftical jurifdic- 
tiOn of Rhodez, gave rife to remonftrances 
and petitions. They not only attacked their 
bifliop, but the general agents of the French 
clergy. At. the head of thefe complainants was 

^ the 
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the Abbe'^de Porteknce. It waS ackfiGW* 

The head of l^dg^^ throughout Paris, that every article of 



piainanTs opprcffioii was fouiidcd i and it Was hoped 
that the period had arrived when the fufFcrers 

would be relieved* 

But their adversary was a politician by trade; 
. and was familiarly acquainted with all th© 
* turnings of the court labyrinth. In Junc> 
1778, he obtained a full condemnation of 
thefe remonftrants of his chapter, and a full 
pcrmiffion in future to exercife his dcfpotifm, 
by whatever modes of tyranny his ingenuity 
could devife. The Memoires drawn up againfl: 
him were {upprefled as libellous and fcarida- 
lous ; and the unfortunate Abbe received a 
Lettre de Cachet, which exiled. him to a place 
of the moft dreadful folitude. 

In 1780, the government refolved to with- 
draw their terrible lettre. But the intriguing 
bifhop, as vindidive as politic, refolved to 
punifll for ever the indignant diocefari who 
had dared to wreftle with hi$ epiicopal op- 

preffion. 



prcflion* He was forbidden ever to etsterliis 
native city. It v^as thus a poor and fuffering 
honefty was punched, and a proud tyrannic 
biihop triumphant. 

r 

In 1777 an- ingenious Journalift obferves^, 
that the fpirit of that arbitrary and despotic 
government, which formed the eflence of the 
clofe of the reign of Louis XV. was diffufing 
itfelf in thp various orders of the ftate, but par- 
ticularly among the higher ecclcfiaftics, who 
tiow feem more than ufually difpofed to exer« 
cife it, and exaft a paffive obedience. The 
ferments which have cxifted latterly at 
•Rodcz and Lyon, fpread into other diocefc«. 
Three publications in anfwer to the bifliop of 
'Lifieux's mandate to his Cures, were ordered 
<o be fupprefled by a dedree of the king's coun- 
ril, as containing dangerous propofitionsy tend^ 
ing to^ dijiurb the public tranquility y and the 
reJpeB due to the minijien of religion. 
- Two years afterwards our Journa,lift> who - 

9 

\ was 



Was a (hrcwed obfervcr of his time, thus write*?. 
Aneedotc oi tt is HOW fcvcral vcafs that frequent cont^ftf 

the i\lt^ •' ^ 

g^p,*;'^^* relative to epifcopal jurifdidtion, have beeit 
raifed by the iijbops, who were for its enlarge^ 
menty and the Cur^s for its reftriftions. In 
1779, one ojF thefe ccclefiaftical diffentionS 
made a great noife. The bifhop of Chartrci 
was oppofed by the Cure de Digny : The 
caufe came before the parliament at Tournelkf 
and the bithop^ to the ajionijhment and the hud 
approbation of a crouded audience, was con* 
demned to refund 30,000 livres with which 
he had illegally taxed his Cures. 

What remained for our difcomfitcd prelate ? 
To be condemned in a court of law, at thii 
period in France, was a matter of little con-* 
fequence, if my Iprd hzA friends at court. To 
the court our biftiop had recourfe,and the con* 
demnation of the parliament atTournelle wai 
reverfed. Our prelate rofe ftronger from the 
earth on which he fell ; and the holy brother- 
hood felicitated each other, in the mofl un-* 

guarded. 
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unguarded terms of exultation^ of the power 
they had acquired over thefe honeft ruflics 
their Cures> who had not yet found ^friend 
at court. 

The year 1780, prcfents us with another The cur^i 

alTembley 

fc€ne refpe6ting thtt opprefled Cures. Thofc *"ltiP|^J|^°^ 
of the provisce of Dauphiny, finding at length Lcnfr^""* 
the infufficiency of their petty allowance^ 
which I am in£>rmed was often reduced to the 
miferable pittance of five*hundred livres> and 
Jcnowing that they could not truft to the 
aflOTibly of the clergy, now preparing to be 
held, they thought it very neceffary, to em- 
ploy themfelves immediately on means to 
(heW his Majefty the urgent want of an aug- 
mentation of income, ^nd without which 
they could not any longer fubfift. 

For this purpofe, to teftify thar they were 
not led away by a refradtory fpirir, they 
humbly applied to their refpedlive biihops, to 
aik their permifHon to afTemble^ ahd they 
were refufed*. They then had recourfe to their 

F parliament, 
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parliament^ who authorifod thrcm. Two dt^ 
puties were immediately chofen to lay at the 
foot of the throne, a faithful pifturc of their 
indigence. 
They are Arrfved at Piarfs, thefe deputies prefented 

remauded to 

their pro- their Dctition themfclvesi to M. Necker, who 
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immediately communicated it to the general 
agents of the clergy. The firft ftep of 
their bifliops, was to obtain an order from 
the King, who enjoined thefe dcputicaia/*^- 
turn to their provinces; which they were 
obliged to do the next day,. Fortunately ihejr 
had taken the wife precaution of printing their 
memoirey to which they had joined the opinions 
of nine of the moft diftihguifhed counfels. 
The memoir e was foon* diftributed, and fe«zed 
by the public \vlth avidity ; and if thefe op- 
prefled men could not obtain a i"elief from the 
defpotifm of their bifhops, the' true charadier 
of the' latter wais amply expofed, and their 
cruel vexations* Nverc as fully execrated. 
Two years afterwards (1782) not with- 

~ ftanding 
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fbnding their deputies h^id been eicpelled 
from Paris, the affair they ftill confidered as 
only held in fufpenfe. They attempted to 
obtain jtiftice by another mode, and the 
Cures of other provinces, uniting with them 
in the common caufc, a new alarm was 
Ipread throughout the whole body of pre- 
lates. The general agents of the clergy, to 
crufh all their attempts, immediately ob- 
tained a declaration, regiftered in the parlia-- 
tnent of Paris^ which renews with vigour all 
the former prohibitions of the Cures of the 
kingdom^ affembling without permiflion. 

In November of that year appeared Les 
Remonjirances des Cures ^y^^W written and with 
moderation* The nature of their aflemblies 
is there examined, and proved not to be 
illicit. The frequent edids obtained by the 
intriguing bifhops, are fhewn to be not laws^ 
but iilegalittes. It had been objeded to thefe 
iti^n, that the Cures of a diocefp, do not 
form a hody. The author eftablifhes their 

Fa natural 
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natural and civil right in this refpeft; dijpute4 
only, he adds, by the higher clergy^ whofe 
cmftant endeavour is to dejiroy the rights of 
the lower. Here foHows a long detail of 
their ullirpations. The eloquent writer 
clofes by exhorting the t^arliament to defend 
the opprefled paftors better than they had 
done, againft their tyrannic bilhops, by pro- 
curing them an honeft fofEciency ;. by ex- 
pofing their wants at the foot of the throne; 
i)y obtaining a more equitable partition of 
ccclefiaftical wealth, that the monftrous dif^ 
proportion may difappear, which places opu^ 
lence on onejidey and almoft indigence on the 
other. 

Sometimes there were found men, eyen 
among the higher clergy, who appeared tg ' 
be infpired by the views of the Philofbphers, 
and they thundered from the pulpit, decla- 
rations, v/bich jJiCok the very foundations of 
the court ; of one of thefe preachers the fblp 
lowing anecdote is curious : . . . 

Ik 
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' In the Gazette de France, 28th March 
17805 is ^^ferted this article of intelli-. 
gence. " There was no fermon on holy tTJ^ ""^ 

who while 

thurf3ay, before the king, for the Abbe »»« » p««- 

•^ ^ paring to 

d'Elpagnac, who was to have preached that ^"* ,^^ 
day found himself Judiienly indifpofed, at the order of the 
moment he was ftepping into the pillpit, and 
rendered incapable of delivering his dif- 
courfe." Such is the account given of tiiis 
feilure of the fermon; but the Jecret fad is 
contained in the following anecdote. At 
that moment, an officer came to our abbe 
and informed him, that as the king knew 
that he was not welly he excufed him from ^ 

performing his duty. The eloquent orator 
not, at firft, underftanding the kind anxiety 
of the king, aflured the meflenger, that 
he was very fenfible of his majefty's 
attention, but that he was very wiell. 
The officer perceiving the. honeft fimplicity 
of our abbe, was obliged to explain himfelf 
in more dircdt terms, and leading him to a 

F 3 poft 
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poft chaiife, made him return to Paris, andf 
perhaps made our preacher really indifpofed. 
This abbe was a young man, who had juft 
entered into the career of literature, and 
fighed for celebrity; for this purpofc he 
broached fingular opinions, and bold para- 
doxes* Having delivered a panegyric of 
Saint Louis, before the French academy, he 
had greatly offended the pious part of his 

« 

auditors by giving the paffages which the 
archbiihop of Paris had made him expunge 
in his MS. He had taken ftill greater free- 
doms by his criticifms, and various ftric-i 
tures oil the clergy. Mbnfieur, was the pa- 
tron of the ecclefiaftic party at court ; to him 
they had recourfe on this occafion, and he, 
ill confequence, {i^t the king againft the 
x^bbe d'Efpagnac. Several days before Lent, 
his majefty faid, " We have heard laft year 
a very unchriftian fermon (the Abbe RouA 
feau*s) but this year we Ihall not certainly." 
This &mt was gently given to the Abbe, by the 
- ' courtiers, 
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courtiers, but he was refolute, in not being 
intimidatecL The archbifhop of Paris, and 
the great almooer, were appointed to ex- 

w 

amine his fermon before it was preached. 
They found, that not any part cif it turned 
on the holy myftery of that day,, hut on a 
(natter moft irrelevant, on a parallel be- 
tween royalty and de/p$tifm. Fearful that this 
migirt^produce b. Jifagreeable fenfatim^ they 
infofoied the Count of Maurepas, who, a^ 
political, <SLS he was malicious, took this 
facetious method to iave hdnlfelf a diredl rc««^ 
fufal to the orator, and at the fame time to- 
teach him to be fdent. 

Something of this kind had before happen- 
^d at the fame place, and on the fame day^ 
(hortly before the death of Louis XV, by 
the Abbe Beauv:ais, who was allowed to^he Abb6 
preach before his Majefly,notwi4:hftanding he compares 
addreffed himfelf to the court, ill a mofl un- ^"^ soi«™on. 
courtly flrain. Our abbe refolved either to 
^tt into a bifhppric, or into the baflile. Ha 

F4 had 
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had the courage to thunder from the pulpit 
againft the fcandalous life of Louis XV. 
He chara6lerifed his paflion for Madame 
Du Barry, in a ftrong reprefentation of the 
manners of king Solomon, the] application 
of which was very obvious. ** This 
monarch (faid he) fatiated with plealiire, 
and haviilg experienced every kind of lubri- 
city, which the court could fumifh to 
quicken debilitated appetite, fought out a 
new fpecies among the vile refufe of public 
The cwnt. proftitution.* Madame Du Barry knew her 

efs Du Bar- ^ j i i • 

ry threaten, own likenels, and moved the king to punijh 

tlic preacher o £ J 

him, but with his ufual mildnefs of difpofi- 
tion, he obferved, that a preacher cannot 
always be anfwerable for the applications 
which his auditors might make. Madame 
Du Barry, however^ wrote to our abbe, 
the following letter, in the evening : 

Sir, Holy thurjday at nighty 1 794, 

You ha^e preached a very infolent dif- 

courfe 
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courfe to-diay. ' In the room of ufing chariliy . 
«nd moderation in your fermon, you had the 
audacity to reflect upon his majefty*s way of 
life, in the very face of his people ; you made 
your attack upon him only, though you 
ought to have ufed gentlenefs towards him, 
and have excufed his frailties to his fubjefls. 
I do not think you were moved by a {pirit of 
chriftian charity, but excited by a luft of am- 
bition, and a fondnefs for grandeur ; thefc 
were the motives of your conduft. Was I 
in hia majefty's place^ you fhould be banifhed 
to fbme pbfcure village, and there taught to 
be more cautious, and not to endeavour to 
raife the people to rebel againft the ruler God 
has put over them. I cannot lay what the 
king may do, but you have prcfumed too 
much upon his goodnefs. You did not ex- 
pe^S" from me a leflbn for your condu6l, 
drawn from the chriftian do6lrine and mo- 
rality, but I would advife you for your own 
good to pay attention to it. I am, &c. 

The Countefs Du Barry. 

The 
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The Abbe The following anecdote alio relates to 
SJd^yVefore preaching bcfore the king. The Abb6~ I 
'"*^* beg his emineflce^s pardon — now the Car- 
dinal Maury (whofe immeafurable ambitioa 
is now gratified, tinlefe he defires to become 
Pope) in April 1781, preached before the 
king (Louis XVI) and afpiring then only at 
aa abbey, attempted to attraft his majefty's 
attention^ but ' feems to have taken the 
wrong road for royal promotion. 

The fubjeift of his fermon was charity. He 
took occafion to make fome ftri6hires on 
liofpitals, and according to his cuftom^ (and 
it is no bad cuftorn) introduced a variety <£ 
anecdotes^ which Uluflf ated his obfervations* 
Thirteen Hc obfcrvcd that the number oi foundlings in 

tlwLifand "^ 

fVOl^ t72i||"^*i„ Paris, yerc increafing every day; that in 

1 780, there were thirteen thoufand^ of which 
he (aid, feven thousand had perilhed, through 
the want of proper attention, and good 
nurfes. The king, difpleafed with this ob- 
fervation, addreffed himfelf to the great 

alihoner^ 
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almoner, who fent for the preacher, and told 
him,-^— ^^ Monfieur Tabbe, remember that you 
preach before the king, and to the king. Be 
careful not to introduce things in your fer- 
mons, that are foreign and only relative to 
the adminiftration, of which youy as well as 
the public J fhould be ignorant j and above all, 
take care at leaft, that you do not fpread 
falfe anecdotes." 

Notwithftanding this admonition, our 
Abbe Maury, with a little more* caution,' 
gave way to his feelings, and in a fermon, on 
calumny^ quoted profane inftances of minijiers 
expofed to the malicious, and called up on this 
occalion, the fhades of Sully, Colbert, and 
and without naming him, fo forcibly alluded 
to M. Necker, that the whole obje6l and 
defign of our political preacher was clear. 
AH this greatly difpleafed the courtiers, who 
were alike guilty of the horrid fin of 
calumny. 

The abbe afterwards aflured his friends, 

'that 
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that the king was fatisfied of the truth of hh 
anecdote refpefting the foundlings. He began 
now to hope for the bilhoprick. Such indeed, 
was even then, his ambition for ecclefiaftical 
dignities, that he fufpended his attempts for 
a feat in the academy, becaufe it was hinted. 
to him, that bifhops were often {c^n to 
become academicians but that no academi- 
cian ever became a bifhop. His rivals were 
irritated to obferve the Ion of a cobler of 
Comtat, alpire to the prime honours of the^ 
cpifcopal body. When they contemplate cur 
illuftrious abbe in his red caf), they fliould 
at length be taught^ that merit is more valua*. 
ble than their parchments^ 

I find feveral fcaiidalous anecdotes relative 
to bifhops. I may be allowed to give one or 
two ; as I propofe afterwards to give one, of a 
moft Angular kind, for it is an a6t of heroic 
benevolence, rare among all perfons, but 
ftill rarer among bifhops. . . 

It is very certain that the higher clafs of 

the 
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the prelates pofleffing immoderate incomes^, 
diflipated them, like fo many finful Laics. 
Althous:h their debauched manners were 
weU known at Paris, the bifhops at leaft en- 
deavoured to conceal them, and to (acrifice 
any thing rather than to be brought forward 
as a6tors on the public ftage, by expofing them- . 
fclves in a court of juftice. Madame deMarig- 
nan, a lady of greater beauty than fortune, 

Scandalous 

found an admirer in the Sieur Chariot, a Che- anecdote rf 

^ a bifliop. 

Valier of the order of St. Louis. This gentle-i 
man. having infinuated himfelf into her good 
graces, had been too premature, in his affec- 
tion, fb that her indifcretion appeared be- 
fore the parfbn had been employed. The 
lady was obliged to lie in fccretly. Chariot 
from a lover became a traitor, and forfook 
the fruit of his own planting* She cited him 
in ' a court of law. .The knight to draw 
himfelf out of this intricate affair, declared 

m 

to the Lieutenant de Police, that he was 
rpady to pay his Jhare refpedling the child; 

but 
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but that he Was far from being the only 
father, and that he would prove the bifhop 
of Angers had, at leaft, made a leg or ah 
arm. The bifhop informed by the mother 
of the projed of the Sieur Chariot, and 
alarmed at the public notoriety which this 
might occafion, H^ took on hirfifelf, to 
filence all parties, the care of the mother, 
the grand mother, and the little one. 

The bifhop of Saint Brieux, (who, as he 
is flill living, I fhall not give his prefent 
title) was fuppofed to have as great a lubri- 
city as any of his brothers. In one of his 
amorous purfuits, (and he did^not as carefully 
conceal his amours as others) he prefled a 
fair lady with a vehemence of paflion, but 
had forgot the ufual precaution of Ipcking 
the door. The hufband enters at the unhap- 
pieft moment pofHble ; the lady^ docs not lofe 
her fagacity; and feigils that the bifhop is 
attempting to violate her honour. She feizes 
the fword of her hufband, and plunges it in 

I the 
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the thigh of the raviftier* The bifhop hu- 
milated, confufed, and wounded, retired .to 
his chamber. This was a fafhionable topic 
in 1767; the addrefs of the lady was greatly 
admired^ and the courtiers confidered it as a 
miracle, that a bifhop fhould be wounded in woundcj hj 

a lady with- 

the thigh without injuring his culotte. ^u ciS 
Louis XV. laughed; but the bifhop of 
Orleans, alarmed at the declining honours of 
the epifcopacy, thought proper to write to 
the affembly of the clergy that it was a 
calumny invented by fome malicious perfon. 
It is laid, however, that my Lx)rd yet bears 
the mark of the wound; like Jacob, who 
wreftled with a celeftial, and not a. terreftial 
angeL 

In 1767, while the reformatioa of theAnaUcgnn. 

/ Cal print «f 

religious orders was agitated, a fatirical and iJjJil!'^^*''^'" 
allegorical print, was publiihed, which^ 
becaufe it had great truth, proved moft 
effenfive to the higher clergy. It will not be 
improper to defcribe this caricatijra. .The 

five 
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five archbifliops who were for the reforma** 
tion of thefe orders, that is, for appropriatmg 
and feizing on thefe revenues for the ufe of 
the court, were thus charaSerifed. The 
aichbifhop of Rheims, is placed oppofite the 
Romiih church, imaged under a female 
form which is making mouths, or grimaces 
at him. A courtier is prefenting a blue rib» 
j>qnd to the archbifhop of Aries, to whom he 
kneels while the courtier, reaching at the 
filken honour, the other holds it out of his 
reach. A hunt of hounds and huntfinea 
captivates the eye of the archbifhop^of Nar* 
bonne, who is now in England. The arch- 
bifhop of Touloufe has lying on his table two 
volumes of the Encyclopedia, open at the 
words Celiiacy and Monks y fubje6ls on which 
i% is fuppofed he had written. The arch- 
bifhop of Bourges is prefenting a nofegay, to 
a fmart gay lady, whofe meretricious dreis 
fufEciently indicates her trade. On the 
other fide are the monks of the did^erent 

orders. 
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brders, repfefented with all the attributes of 
penitence, flich as hair fhirts^ crucifixes, 
&c. in ads of devotion; At the bottom of 
the whole is the following infcription, ** It 
ts th^fe men who would reform thofeV^ 

This pafquinade would fbon have been xw 
fevery body's hands, had the five bifhops not 
intrigued to flop ' the fkle ; but, however^ a 
few copies are preferved by the curious. 

The diflblute manners of the French pre- 
lates, are now^ I prefiime, lufficiently de- 
monftrated; not lefs evident are the internal 
'difcords exifting among the clergy. 



But 1 flop to relieve this difagrecable fketch P* ^?^»^ 

X^ O benevolence 

by an anecdote which reflefts Angular honour tie Bi^opr 
bn a bifhop, ^ho appears to have a6led in a 
manner which a philofopher will confider 
Worthy of a Roman hero, and a Chrillian, of 
a primitive apoflle. 

The archbifhop of Auch, (who, by the way, 
was liot a literate perfon, nor a philojbpher) 
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being at Paris in 1781, was prelent at a 
dreadful fire, and feeing in the midft of the 
flames a mother and her child, he offered 
any one eight hundred, and afterwards 
twelve hundred livres, to attempt the peril- 
ous aft of faving them. None ven^red, 
Jt was ttxen our bifliop, tran^orted with a 
zeal truely apoftolical, precipitated hioifelf 
amidft the flames, and brought forth in his 
arms thefe vidims! This a6i of benevolence 
and civical devotion was for a lojng time not 
credited, till it was fully confirmed. It 
formed a ftriking eontraft to thofe more 
philolbphical prelates, whofe days were dif- 
folved in the luxury and fervitude of courts, 
and who rarely exerted themfelyes but in 
levying new taxes^ on their Cuxes. 

We raufl now return to the difagreeable 
contemplation of the diffolute manners of the 
higher clergy, the following anecdote will 
ferve for this purpofe. 

One. 
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One De C , a man of a free scaudaiow 

anecdote^ 

tharadler^ and whofe extravagancies had been 
hitherto fupplied by the generofity of his wife, 
irritated that ihe had refufed to give him any 
more money for his ruinous expences, re« 
folved to expofe her to the town-talk. Ma- 

dame de C— *•— > who had been a miftrefs of 

• » 

Louis XV. was acquainted with many pre- 
lates, through the means of her fon, the Abbe 
de Bourbon, the illegitimate offspring of this 
monarch. The Ahh6 Boifgelin was as hand- 
fome and nervous a confeflbr as the moft re- 
fined female Parifian coul^ delire. One night 
after fupper he had retired with Madame dc 
C into her bed chamber 3 the malicious 

V 

hufband difturbing the confeflbr and his 
penitent, broke into the room, and ufed hzrih 
language to his wife and the Abbe, whom in 
his paflion he attempted to ftrike. The 
robuft Abbe proved too flrong, and felled 
him with the fire-fhovel. Madame de 
C-^— in the mean while, had thrown 

G 2 ' open 
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open the window, and called the watchmafl* 
All this formed a moftfcandalous fccnc. The 
commiffary enters; takes down the various 
depofitions; and the next day informs the 
minifter of this noiiy affair. M. de Maurepas 
fends for the Abbe, and reprimands him for 
being at fuch an hour tete-a-tete with a 
An Abb^ pretty woman. The Abbe defends himfelf, 
f^hfs [rre. and faid that he could not do better than fol- 

f ular con- 

tfk'vtrat^^ low the example of fuch and fuch prelates 
'*^'' whom he named. — The facetious minifter 
replied — Not at all, fir; to do thefe things^ - 
wait till you become a iijhop yourfelf. 

The Abbe Boifgelin was one of thofe un- 
happy victims who perifhed at the Abbaye, 
on the fecond of September, 1792. The 
nation did not think of him till he had the 
imprudence, to prefent himfelf to the com- 
mittee of his feftion, to afk for the money the 
nation owed him for his living: Inftead of 
paying him they reproached him with his 
ariftocracy, but bid him return the next day 

to 
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to be paid. Afi he was not dull of comprc* 
henfion^ he perceived, that they were more 
defirous of collefting proofs to imprifon him, 
than money to relieve him. He hid himfelf 
in a garret at the Luxembourg, but having 
been dete<aed^ by the vifit which the munpi- 
pal officers made fhortly after round Paris, 
he was then cpndufted to the Abbaye, where 
he was maflkcred. It is faid, that he de- 
fended himfelf to the laft, and did not die 

« 

vi^ithout having firft avenged himfelf on one 
of. his affaffijis, 

A work publiflied in 1782, claims partis a puWica^ 

tion on the 

cular attention. It is entitled, " Letters on ^?f l,?^*^« 

• ofthcClcr^y 

the adual State of the Clergy, &c/' The 
author aims at re-kindling the expiring 
zeal for the church, which he fays is nearly 
extinguiflicd in all hearts. In his firft, or in- 
troduftory .letter, he deplores the abandonment 
of religious difcipline; even, he fays, for 
(rhildren, elements of fedudtion have been 

• ■ » 

formed, and even in Lent, while the pulpits 

\ 
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refound with groaiis ^nd reprehenfion$, every 
iburce of voluptuoufnefs remains open. After 
this lively and energetic pifture of the times, 
he lays all the guilt on the heads of the church, 
who have forfaken its interefts ; who vegetate 
in luxury and inaftion ; a:nd to thofe ChrtAiltit' 
orators, who having become tolerant, are no 
more than the feeble echoes of thdle thiinderi 
which brought terror and alarm in the hearM 
of the people, 
TheModcrn In hisfccoud letter he defcribes z modetri 

bimops 

d^fcnbed. ^ip^^p^ Yit is a being half holy, half profane, 
who, concealed under the facred livery, is in 

reality a philofophical apoftate, whoie obje'iSl is 

• 

to purge France of all the errors of its govern- 
ment ; whofe principle is, that the pubiic good 
is the only religion of a Jiate. Kfe is hot the 
man of God, the fucceilbr of the Arabrofes 
and the ^ Chryfoftoms ; he is a mihijlerial 
jockey I a fecondary ipring which affif^s the 
great wheel of politics, arid is only zealoui 

for 
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for UEmpyrifme civile which, he adds, may 
be called the epidemic difeafe of the times ! 

In the following letters he enters into a 
curibud , detail of the chiefs and principal 
agents of this revoluMn. His portraits drawn 
With vigour, yet, with a perfeft refemblance, 
ihew Wh&t chara<5ters then prefided in the 
church. All intriguers ; men of the world, 
and of the court* All continually fecretly plot- 
ting, or publicly propagating opinions which 
are deiighed to ihew a contempt for received 
opinions and popular prejudices. All men of 
this moft debauched manners, yet preaching 
what they call les grandes Mceurs. Gameilers, 
jockies^ libertines, petit maitres, and dcf- 
per&does. 

This little work, in confequence of the 
freedom of its ftriking reprefentations, was im- 
ihedialely ftopt by the court and the prelates. 

The ,non-refidence of the French clergy, 
in their dioceies, was not lefs remarkable, 

G 4 than 
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^ than among our own, Bilhops revdliingin 
every fpecies of voluptuoufnefs, and well 
known at Paris, were often never feen by 
any of their diftant flock, Thje , murmurs of 
the public, appear to have reached the 
rcfidcnccof thronc, for in o6lober, 1784, the folipwing 
public ili"^ circular letter was addreffed by the njinifter 
to the bilhops. It is not indeed written with 
fpirit or elegance. *' The king having fixe4 
particular attention, Sir, on the impprt^ncc 
of your functions, and of the advantages hp 
gathers from your duties, . as froiji that of 
religion, your edifying condu<Sl, and your 
daily cares; his majefty orders me tp infofm 
you, that he defirea, that you would the 
greater part of the year refide in your diocefe, 
and not quit it without having firft obtained 
his permiffion. You haye giv^n. Sir, .top 
many proofs of your zpal for the king, that 
his majefty Ihould not be perfiiaded that you 
will fully enter into his views with a warmth 
pqujal to their juftice. ^h? intention of \i\s 

, majefty 



|»aj€fty is then, tha)t whenever you arc 

I. 

9blige4 to abfent ypurfelf frpm your diocefe, 
you will firft inform pie of it, as alfp of the 
time that you think your affairs may call you 
^wayy It will bp aljke my du^y, an4 niy plea- 
fure, imme4iately to convey to his majefty 
your wifh, and to jnfpfm you of >yhat he 
^all pleafe to decide." 

This circular letter produced feveral plea- 
sant att^mpfs to ridicule it. The bifhops them^- 
felves only could confider it as unjuft. Howr 
^vef long theory? period may be found to an 
•^fthmatjc reader, and however ill the whole 
may be written, no wit can deftroy the rea- 
^onablenefs of it's pbjeft ; whether regarded 
-jn a political or religious light. But the fa6l 
^''as, that the bifhops h^d too long familiar- 
ife4 thcmfelve^ to the 4iffipations, intrigues, 
and pleafures of Paris, to prefer a refidence 
in their diocefe ; f^^r from operas, an4 opera 
girls. They pefhaps were 4€ifirous of re- 
forming the modem Babylon by the re6titudf 

of 
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of their conduft, the fimplicity of their maif- 
ners, and the -evangelical purity of their 
lives. But, alas ! a French biihop at Babylon, 
was a mere Babylonian. One of thefe 

BHbop 

*^iS»lrb ^^^^ brought up very diftant from the metro- 
polis, in returning to his diocefe, in conlcr 
quence of the king's order, who had cenliired 
his refidence at Paris of feveral years, faid, 
** I pafTed the greater part of my life 
in defiring to fee Paris; I am now going to 
pafs the reft in regretting it's lois.'' Such 
were the mundane delights which attra;6led 
the meditations of the fpirituil paftor! 

Among the beft fatirical pieces which th€ 
minifterial letter (which refeihbles a lettre dt 
cachet) produced, is to be diftinguiflied, a 
petition from the young Dcmotfelles of Paris, 
to the Baron of Bretueil. ft is too long, and 
indeed improper for the public eye; but the 
clofe of this petitioh of the courtefans is 
too ftriking a reprefentation of the manners 

of 
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of 'the clergy, to be paffed over in filence* 
It is as follows : 



— - — ** Yes, my Lord, our greateft profits, petition ^ 

•^ or ^ ^^^ Pacifutt 

our moft certain revenues, proceed from the Ji'Jfi^thT 
clergy. Their w^th is eftiriiated in France, at pmu. 
cfie hundred and twenty millions ofltvres income ! 
Well! The half, perhaps, pafles into our 
hands, which afterwards is continually given 
to the government by the multitude of it's 
fpies and officers, who are unceafingly har- 
rafling us. In exiling the biifhops from Paris, 
you immediately flop this circulation, not 
only that part which proceeds from them, 
bf t from their croud of fiibalterns, and at- 
tendants, luch as reftors, curates, abbes, 
clerks, fecretaries, agents, and train bear- 
ers, of all which, every bifhop has at lead 
twenty. There is a general emulation 
through all the ecclefiaftical body both fccu- 
lar and regular, to imitate their bifliops. 
It is not eafy to calculate the efFefts of this 
emulation, which muft now be extinguifhed 

111 
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in Si remote retirement. The prelates after 
having gradually accuftomed themfelves to 
every Ipecies of luxury, will now give them- 
felves up to another paffion ; to that of ava- 
rice, which, when the other ccafes, al^yays 
rules over them, and which, accordinor to 
Mably^ is the moft pernicious to the. nation. 
" AH thi$ confidered, your lordihip will 
pleafe, to revoke the letter of exile of the 
bifhops, and fuffer them . to return to Paris, 
where they will be infinitely more ufeful 
than in their diocefe/.* 

The Clergy jy ^hc ti^hops did not aid the caufe of reli- 
men wuir gion by their.. pwn morality, it is apparent 
that thpy were extremely zealous in the 
cpmmon caufe, They ever atfejiipted to 
ftrengthen their alliance witlj the govern- 
ment, and informed the court from their 
pulpits, that religion was the bafis of empire, 
It was thus -in June 1772, that the biihop of 
Treguier, in his fermon, difplayed and at- 

tcicke^ 
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tacked the growing impiety of France, and the 

A Bifliop 

tolerance of which, our orator confidered as a ''^^^^^ ^"^ 
national crime, iince through this miftaken the uS^of 

Church aa4 

tendernefs, at every hour, it was extending ^^^^^ 
it's dreadful progrefs^ and infeding the whole 

kingdom So far the true philofopher inay 

agree with the bifliop. But it is rarely in his 
power to continue with one throughout a 
'ibbole fermon. The cloven foot of worldly 
fordidnefs, always peeps out from beneath 
the purple robes of epifcopacy. So it was, 
at leaft, with our bifliop ; for he divided his 
fermon into two parts. In the firfl: he proves, 
that ^ religion does every thing for the Jiate ; 
and in the iecohd, inlinuates, that the flate 
fhould do every thing for religion. This needs 
no other commentary but that which pre- 
fents itfelf to every thinking mind. In Ibme 
parts of this fermon it appears, that he Jaid 
a great ftrefs, with an epifcopal haughtinels, 

J 4 • 

on that vile prejudice — the honour of a noble 
hirth. SucH do6trines fliew as litlle good 

3 fenfe. 
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fenip, as they evince iporality. A bifhop' 
Ihould now preach in a very different ftyle 
ta that which was ufed for the good people 
of the laft century. He Ihould recoiled that 
he is addreffing himfelf to an affemfaly of 
men. 



wtoJf^' In 1784^ a new fubjeft fox the diflionour 
acbtlofthc of the clergy, appeared in the remonflrance 

great Al- , • /» ^ 

ttpncr. of the parliament of Paris, againft the Car- 
' dinal de Rohan for his mal-admipiftration 
of the holpital of the^inze-'Fin^ts. This 
remonftrancc is replete with fa6ls fb minute, 
fo circumftantiated, and fb numerous, and 
indeed of fuch public notoriety, that it 
became an indifpenfable duty to prefcnt his 
majefty with the horrid pi6hire. Theie fa6ls 
are of three kinds. The firfl: concern the 
defpotifm of the great almoner ; the fecond, 
on the deficiencies of his affets, by which it 
appears that .he could not account for a 
million pf livres ! and the third, prove to 

what 
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.What ail excefsi of liceotioufhels that reli- 
gious hoiife had vrivcd; in tl^at aiylum of 
penitents, nothing was to be found but fcenes 
of lewdnpfs and horror; npr the chvurch, nor 
the ^Itar had been fpared ! 

The intrigues of the clergy furnifhed scandalous 

• ' anecdote. 

Continual matter for the town-talk, and 
every day prpduced a faiiit who afted like a ' 
mere heretic. In 1 785, the bilhop of C— «- 
itffb^ded forne piirth to the fafhionable 
circl^. This prelate became pafSonately 

fond of the wife of a coachman of the - 

■* ' * ' - « 

Cpunt d'Artois, What an honour for the 
honeft wife of a coachman to receive the 
embraces of a bifhop ! How could a catholic 
fair refift io much love and dignity ? The ap- 
ppintments of our loyers were fixed at thpfe 
hovirs when the hufband was epiploycd in 
drivirig the count. It happened, however, 
that the coachman was infomod of their 
rendezvous, and returning home at an un» 

% ufual 
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ufual hoiir, fbfccs the dodf, and difcolrcts hiy 
Lor4 the birtiop, without his pbntificd ha-»- 
bits. He threatens every thing, and thcf 
prelate treniblirig for his difhbnoUr, grants 
every thing* The dpachman lays his damages 
at a thoufand crov^ns ; and returns with the 
biihop's draft t6 his cart"iage. Iri the riiean 
time the count had been obliged to make uft' 
of another; our coachtaan implores on his 
knees his forgivenefs; tells the ftory and pro- 
duces the note. The count laughs ; take* 
the note, and haftens to amufe the Royd 
family with the epifcopal frailty. The queeh 
laughed ; but his Majefty ordered that the fuifi 
{hould be doubled, and exiled the bifhop i& 
his diocefe. 

But we leave thefe fcaridalous anecdotes 
in which we haVe fome times indulged. The 
harveft was fo plentiful as to invite the fickle 
oftener' tharf We wifhed. It is greatly to the 
honoilt of "^the bifliop of Amiens a virtuous 

prelate 
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^r^ate^ tMt in 1785^ wheri the c6urt fcifcd 
eVery opportunity* o^ rendering itfelf- ti\z.^tt^^\^ 
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dVer the aflcmBly of the clefgy, the bifhop his right, 

r, ♦ , and yields it< 

oppdfed if 'with a refoldte peffeverailce, df* 

whicfc the* debauched and fervile ecclefiaftics 

df Frante give fuch feW pf-oofs. The court 

had cbhtrived*to have thiis afTfembly Coaipofed 

df thofe prelatesi who were its minionsi Of 

this number thdy wanted to exdude the 

*vorthy bifhop of Amiens, who was Jg^un- JS^ 

^£lable for their piirpofe; but this cede- 

fiaftic tefufed to Coiifent td the wiflies of the 

mmifteri he declared it was his turn, and that 

he Would tnaintain his rights The decifion 

was given in his favour* He then faid that 

he was fatisfied in having Maintained and 

• ihade kiioWn the right of his feat, arid that to 

prove that he WaJj not guided by any view of* 

imbitidh or turbulence, hef enounced appearing 

ih the aflembly. This was very gladly ac-^ 

eepted by the court, who replaced him by 

the bifliop of Noyon, who was loo complaifanf 

H not 
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not to receive all its inftru£)ions« If cfict 
biihop of Amiens is to be applauded for hi& 
manly condud in averting his rights he is tcr 
be cenfured for not occupying his place» with 
the fame dignity he had obtained it. Bmt he 
well knew that to combat with the court was 
to f^ht with a Hydra^ whofe heads he could 
never diminifh^ but who probably might havd. 
done ibme injury to his own. 






But if thefe aflemblies of thectergy were 
generally compofed of the creatures of the 
-.^ ^ court, they, in their turn, were to be in- 

The Court ' 

Iilbterf^^s" dulged in certain matters. It was thus in 

to humour 

the clergy. 1 785, that a dccrcc of the King's council^ 
dated the third of June, fuppreffes the ne\/r 
edition (that of Beaumarchais)of the complete 
works of Voltaire. This was a gratification 
given as a douceur to the clergy, who, at 
this moment, were affcmbled to make their 
ufual gift to the king. But to what amounted 
this illuiive gratification? Beaumarcha(is had 

already 
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fttrettdl)^ been permitted publicly to M all hid 
copies above three months anterior to the 
edidt ; yet it was publiflied with all poffible 
parade^ Two copies were pafted at the door 
of Beaumarchais; The fuppref&on is faid to 
be made becauie a part of thefe works is 
inimical to religion and morals; and tending 
to ihake the foundation of order^ fociety, and 
all legitimate authority. All printers, book-* 
idlers, diftributors> &c. are commanded to 
bring their copies to the government.— But 
the edition had been already ibid! New 
cfibrts were, however, made by the arch- 
biihop of Aix and others, to fupprefs this 
edition: In their remonftrance they fay, that 
they faw with grief the editor induftrioufly 
multiplying editions at a low price, that every 

# 

dafs of focfety might purchafe them, fo that 
none can efcape corruption. Another edi<3: 
was ferit forth in confequence. Bcaumarchais 
had then received a confiderable number of 
tropies; but the farce was fo well a^ed^ that 

H 2 , : j. , --before 
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before the police examined his wafehouiis, 
^ they gave him notice of their intended vifit 
feveral days before they can\e! To fuch 
mean ftbterfuges did the court fubmit itfelf to 
preferve and humour the friendfhip and aid o^ 

the ecclefiaftical pqwcr. 

. - « 

the pcrfc- Amon? the many important caufes which 

cUtcdProtef- ^ ' ^ ^ ' 

||^^^'3u"/, ^[produced the revohition, is to be numbered 
tion of the that of the perfecuted Proteftants, and the 

Clergy. ^ ' ' • 

continual attempts of the clergy to opprefs, or 
rather to anmMiate iho^ncc. In France, the 
proteftants (as in England the diflentcrs) were 
deprived of their privileges ; and a marriage 
between a proteftant and a catholic, did not 
hold good. Often did the papal thunder re- 
found from the pulpit. In 1785, a preacher 
at Paris ftrongly exhorted the good people of 
France to conftrain their proteftant fellow 
citizens to educate their children in the 
catholic religion; by this means, obferved 
the fiirious prelate, the future generation will 
s, .*• be 
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" be purifiedy and the 'whoje race will be finally 
txtmguijhed. . -This fanatic, (can it be cre- 
dited 1) made friends by diis dreadful cxhor- 

r tattoh^ among a part of the clergy. . Such 
mft^ims were,4w>wever, diie laft ftruggles of the 
ejfpiring ecdefiaftical fa&ion of France. The 
PrHeJiants have greatly.. contributed towards 
the reyolutibn and it is them, perhaps, who, 
under the proteftion of Necker, himfelf a pro- 

: teftaht arid their patron, who have been the 

•fecret fprings of that treatment which the 

catholic clergy have received, 

• ■ » 

If inuft alfo be remembered, that the The lower 

clergy ini- 

higher clafs of the clergy oppreffed the lower, gi^^ '^^ 
rThefe/ confiding of an army of Curh and 
- ViQdires^ had a greit afcendancy over the 
minds of the people-, and it is but natural to 
fuppofe that the. oppreffed would not fpeak 
favourably of their ppprdffors. There is no 
doubt that the archbifliops, the bifhops, and 
the cardinals, were painted in their true 

H 3 coloursj 
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colours; iand tlitt their imfigent agents did nibfr 
fee without indignation, the hzy opttkilte 
itnd unevangdical voluptuoufnefs <^f their 
. brds. They procured all the puUicatiosa at 
Paris agamO: them, and inddfttiottfly com« 
municated and explained them to ^eir parMh* 
toners, Nedker was fo ftrongly perfo^dsd ot 
the power whidj the lower dsr^ poff^d 
Ncckcr's over the people^ that he faid, when in place^ 

on tj^lowcr „ Jj ^ ^^ ^^ ^J„^ ^J^^ ^j J ^^ 

, humiliate the& cardirnds and archbifhops^ and 
will reduce them to what they were in tiha 
primitive cburchr He never renounced this 
project 5 and this projed has beeja ioSiy ac« 
compliihcdf 

The feHowing arwecdotes and ohfcrvatlohs 
dofe this article with propriety. They bring 
forward the rcfpcdlable minifters of religioa. 
Two of the anecdotes v« have already 
noticed; but as <hey are -given in r^fher a 
dSFerent -manRer it wiil -nc* be 'iftipropcr fo 
^ prefent them here a« tve received them* 

The 
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« 

" *tht Wttndu biihops daring the dofe of the ^^ 
feJgk of touis XV. and the mholc pf ^t of^'*^^". 



Louis XVL were divided into 
jtode<wigeiicd: biihope, 
■ Tht fotmer were fudT as witihout any right 
&»fi«d dien^lves in the management of the 
Jdn|;dom uid its fioanws; &efe meddHng pre- 
fixes al^rays abfeat from their diocefes, com* 
iBonljr I'efided in the metropolis; crowded 
in ^ anti.clitti*eis of minifters, cringed 
in the gaflery of Verfailles^ and entered 
into dl the intrigues of courtiers; Tfae4 
iMKhops cabfiUed to obtain the richeft bene* 
iHces, they wafted in pleafures, die pi^trimony 
of the churdi and the poor> abandoning the 
care of their diflrids to fubaltern hands, and 
smperioufly prescribed to their clergy die laws 
of refidence, which themfel^es infringed in fb 
Scandalous a manner. At their head we muil 
place the cardinal Lomenie^ who was all his 
life ambitiotts of die adminiflratioh of affairs^ 
and Vfhcn he obtained it, not only difplayed 

H 4 f per- 
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a pcrfc(S ignqcaqce of all governitjcnt, but 

haftcncd ftill mof e tfeo foil, i>f that of Fr^ncci: 

' by Goraplcting thedifcxrdqr.of its fii)anccs, ^ * 

Anecdotes THc lattcF wcFC rellgious Pontiffs, con04Uit; 

mid charac- 

^*7icaiTi-' ^'^^^^^^^ in ^heij: dioffcfps^ d^ly oecupjfid in 
^'^'' upholding religion and pxannfersi by theig 
leffons^and theii: example. " The number of 
thefe was extremely finally gqiong^^r tbciiv 
we may diilingui^,;M, ^paRinoqt, m^r 
bifhop of Paris, J^^ Qe Herc(f, bifljog^St^ 
Pol, M. de la March^, bi|hop of St. ^9! ^ 
Leon, (whofe yjirtu^s Englajid a,t ,pre|fent 
^dniires) and JVjLM^de Maclj^ut, : liifjicyp' ojf 
Amiens. , This laft had futceed^td in chat fee, 
M. de la Mptte 4'Qrle?[Ds; \ybo (bone \n tbp 
Gallican church, in the latte;- years of Loui^ 
XV. and of whpm, therefore, we fhajl relatp 

fome anecdotes. .^ 

* • * . - ' 

. M. de la Motte d'Orle;^ns, was a. prelate of 
the inoft diftinguifhed merit, and the moft^ 
exeniplary liie. Vice itfelf did homage to his 
yirtu^, Wheathc concerns of the Frencb 
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Ckrgy called him ^o Paris, hfc. wajs accuftomei} 
to yifit the king; at Verfpillc?, ^ Louis XV. ^nd 
tjio Dauphin his fon, when they heard he wat 
in ^ antichaYhher, would Cdn)i»«aiDid >iepk him 
out in the throng of Courtiers, n'nd lead ihiifi 
into their apartment, , ^After , their convcr-r 
Ration I which the prin?e§ .preloagfd as much 
aspoffible, the king hikpfelf '.would retortduft 
^^ pr?l^e, and uM tP fey, embracing him 
jwhdn .^ • t9ok leave i pfay God for me, 
bi^iop, 5)r y^^ ' axe a faint on earths ; To a ous"" *S3 

gem of a 

;i>iety. truly ingelick^ ^nd iuftere. manners, this ^|JJ'";^ 
good prelate joiocd a gairty ofound aiad amev uin money' 

for his poor, 

pky of char*ftef,* which -wowfhim.ail^bcltECL •*^^^'"* 
lOrtt day his .pikft, wljigh wa^ .frucly that of 
the pooii beyi^ehbtu^ed, he legfrit, that the 
lateridant of Apiien^s, was to give a fuperb 
ball. to the ladies of the city, his induftrioujs 
charity availed itfelf of that circumftange to 
repleniih it. Inftead of retiring to teft; at 
ten ptlock in the evening^ he orders Ithehorfes 
t© hig carriage, gets info it» a^4iMf l[ii§ fer- 

vants 



to6 CLER6Y. 

rants drive to the hotel of the Intendant. 
The ball w&t commenced when the bifhop 
irrived, at hi; fight the women^ all fuperMy 
dre^ed, fbd on all fide^, to different parts ol 
die hotel. To ftop this difarrangement, the 
Intendant intreated the biihop to ftep into 
another ajpartaieflt^ to &ttte the matters 
«^hieh broug^ him there* I have no bufi* 
nefs to tredt on, lays 1^ good mam I rai 
eighty years of age» and have never ieea a ball i 
I am come thcr^)re to yours; fo I beg you 
mil reafiemble the kdies. The difperftd an4 
ftiloniihed troop are coUeG^ with trouble* 
AthA dieyJunoimd <he bi(hop, his gaieQr 
encourages tkem, he is invited 10 dance: You 
;dance ladies^ iays he^ and I rejoice ^tiU 
ixit in the mean while, is^ poor are wi^ut 
bread, ^d browned in tears. It is for thoUe 
who divert thcmfelves, to dry up their griefs; 
%>ebold thqxr purfe, lays the worthy biihpp, 
you fee it is cmpty« We wfll fill k, my 

i&rd^ feply the laflies» but on condition that 
. ;: you 
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you danee. Willingly cries the prdate. The 
collection goes round, and the fubfcriptions 
were coniideraUe: the bifhop is fiimmoned 
to the dance* It is true, iays he, that I have 
promi&d, but I forgot to tell you, that there 
are t^odays in the week that I cannot dance, 
let me fee what day are we* Tuefday, my 
lord. Sure, I sm very forry, but that is pre- 
Cifely one of my excepted da3rs, I niufl: there-* 
^re put off my engagement, but purfue 
y^urs, and I wiifli you good night* 

There was commonly a company of the 
king's body guards at Amiens. One of iheih 
laid a wager, that he would fwaUow a half* 
isrown, and did fo ; but he fell ierjoufly ill* 
The faculty could not fucceed m making 
him bring forth the piece^ and fomebody -men- 
tioned the matter to the bifliop of Amiens, 
They do not kncM^, fays he, the means to cui^e 
laiin, Imt I could tell them an excellent one; 
let them fend the fi)ldier to the Abbe Terrai, 

J (thcji 
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. (then miniiler of finances) he knows how to 
, get out money from every where. 

He was at Paris, when Madame Louifa of 

Curious *"- 

B^opfi°ii^ France, was made a Carmelite. He went to 

ifiiig the '''• 

<fc«ps. .vifit that princefs, .who had juft renounced 
, all the pleafures of the court, to bury herfelf 
^in iblitude. The parlour was full of bifhops 
and nuns. M. d' Amiens, placqd bimfelf in 
a corner of! the apartment, making. oblJirva- 
tions and ftying nothing,' and vi^as; fome 
time unnoticed* The princefs pircei<^ed*hiiH, 
andafked the prelate, why he to6k-n©-part 
in the converfetidn, I afk pardon, madani, 
returned he, but I was dreaming; Dreaming, 
returns the princefs, do me the favour, I tn- 
treat, to communiciate your dream. Hie 
bifbop, after fome int^featy, cdmplies. I 
dreamt, madarhe, fays He, that! was ^at ' the 
Gate of Heaven, St. Peter was infide, with 
his keys, and I without, obferving thotfe who 
applied -for admiflion. The firft who pte« 
fented himfelf, was a Carmelite, and Peter let 

him 
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him in without faying any thing. A fecond 
came and paiTed the fame ; a third came^ and 
Peter let him enter, but appeared tired ; at 
length a fourth arrived, ray God, fays Peter, 
we fee none but thofeJGsUowsipafs on. 1 thank 
you, Jaid the princefs, for fo adroit a compli- 
ment, but continue to detail the feqtiel. The 
prelate refilled fometime, but his brethren, the 
biihops, preffing him equally to proceed, well 
fays the prelate, I next faw a bifliop arrive ; the 
company all aiked him eagerly what St. Peter 
faid. He faid, replied he, that on account 
of the rarity of the cafe, the folding doors 
fhould be opened; hut afk me no more, for 
I was myfelf, .fo aftonifhed, that furprif^ 
awakened me. The poignancy of the leflba 
is as obyious as the compliment. 

It is a difgufting prejudice, worthy remark, 
in the French church> that the bifhops were 
perfuaded, that the epifcopal feats, and the 
rich abbeys, ought to be the excllifive pro- 
perty of noble lecclefiafticks, , The govern- 
ment. 
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fhent, \2^ich required in an officer of a tt^ 
ixient> proofs df.four degrees of nobilitjr^ 
ieemed to think Hke the higher clergy^ with 
refpeft to the great benefices* Tlie nobility» 
but more particalariy the nobles of the coart^ 
could alone obtain them* The court rardy 
deviated from this rule> and if we except fome 
undignified ecclefiaflicks^ who preached with 
eclat in the chapel of Veriailles, and were 
recompenced by fcanty bifhopricks or abbeys, 
Kobihty the we may fay that pobiUty was the indifpen- 

fote tiric to « /^ « i* 1 • t % 

ecciefiafticai fiblc, and almEoft the fole title to the great 

|MCtcrmcnt. . g 

benefices. . Thoie who were happy enough 
to form exceptions, were not even well 
looked on by the noble prelates, who gave 
them the indecent title of bijhcps of fortune ^ 
as in a regiment they flile officers of fortune j 
thofe who by their merit had obtained the 
dignity of Knights of St. Louis. They even 
frequently, nay very frequently, formed 
cabals to depreciate in the king's mind, the 
merit pf an undignified eccleiiaftick, in order 
' tp 
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to deprive bim^of the benevoleoCtf dih^ 
monaTch. Whtn the Abb^ de Baauvais^ a 
iimple prieft of Cherbourg^ prdached at 
Verfailles^ in the Lent of the year that Louir 
XV. died^ he thundered with eilergetick^ 
fbrce^ againil the ctHrupt lives of the gtesiU 
^^ particularly of courtiers; he repreieiHed 
to the king, corruption propagating itfelf 
from bis court into the provinces, infedting- 
^e prefent generation, and prefaging to the 
future^ the evils it now experiences. He did 
0K>re J with that courage and freedom, which, 
the £in6lity of his office infpired, he ventirred 
to difplay Louis XV* to Louis XV. him- 
felf, when he painted to him the glory of 
Solomon's reign, fo' long as he continued wile, 
and the degradation into which he fell, when 
women had corrupted his heart. This holy 
audacity made all thofe, who were intereilcd 
in the continuance of thefe diforders, ^rcmble, ^ 
All the court leagued againft the omtor j the, »> >\ 
favourite Sultana, who dreaded, the flight of 

her 




her rbyal lover, put herfelf at the head oJ 
cabal; the king alone held ouf, and.defendin^' 
the preacher, by faying, he had performed 
* his duty^ conferred on Him the bidioprick of 
Senez* 

L' Abbe Matrry preached with the ftme- 
energy before Louis XVI. To prove the- 
reigning corfuptiorl, he aflerted in the pulpiV 
that thirteen thoufarld baftards, were borri 
that year in the metropolis j the king wa* 
afTured thdt the calculation was exaggerated; 
the Abb^ Maury proved minutely the juftnefe- 
of his calculation, but Louis XVL hevdf 

knew firmnefs, and accordingly the Abbif' 

« • •■ 

Maury was not a bifhop* 

If truth was unpleafant to the Courtiers, if 
was not lefs fo to the greater part of the 
French Bifhops, In 1775, the clergy bein^ 

aflembled at Paris, the x^bbe Maury was ap~* 

« 

t« pointed to pronounce before the bifhops, the 
UC/fL clogium of St. Auguftine. The plan was vaft^ 
and the matter abundant, but delicate. Thcs 
, * . preacher 
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J>itacher fettiog lafide all refpedt for men, gave 
a ipring to his geliiust and painting with the 
pcncilof tf uth> he boldly traced in the life of his 
(aint, what the church has a right to require 
from a biftiop^ and what a bifliop has a right 
to expe6t froni the church* The lively and 
energetic ft cokes of the Abb^ Maury, develr TheBiihopfc 
loped the immenfe duties of the epifcopacy, « paraiw 
and the glory acquired by him who lia6^^h'st!iu- 
worthily acccmpliflied its functions* The ^ ^^ 
whole audience was enchanted with the manly 
and courageous eloquence of the arator. 
The prelates alone were difcontcnted. They, 
doubtlefs, dreaded the parallel which any one 
might form of their lives, with that^ of St* 
j^uguftine, and the injfinite diftance which 
muft naturally be found between their con- 
dud and that of the biihop of Hippone. In 
fhort, except the archbifhop of Paris and th^ 
biftiop of Senez, they all refofed to fee the 
Abb^ Maury after the fcrmon. 

This orator fo highly diftuigttifhed in' the 

I conftituenf 
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coriftituent aflembly, deferves that we (hould 
here mention, that when he began to ihinc 
with fb much eclat in that aflembly, the 
archbifhop of Bourdeaux, then minifter of 
juftice, wifhed to make him accept a mitre. 
No, replied Maury, I {hall not accept the 
king's nomination, I mufl: fpeak the truth, 
and that with courage; and, therefore, I muft 
have no bifhopric, unlefs you would have it 
faid, that I have been gained over by the 
king, and, confequently, the value of what- 
ever I may deliver be under-rated. 

Another abufe of the high clergy of France, 

forms^ 'ftrc- ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^£^ ^^ overtum the Abbeys, or 
manded by othcr rcligious communities, not perceiving 

the prelates 

mrat^'^thclr ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ height of impolicy to engage 
Tchues. the government to touch one part of the 
edifice, and by that very means teach it that 
fince power reached to the overthrow of one 
portion. It could equally deftroy the whole, 
Tet had thefe reforms been demanded by the 
prelates, with* a view of public utility, wc 

3 might 
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feight . have applauded their 2eal, but the 
^featef part cdled for the fuppreffion of cer- 
tain Abbeys; only to. add their revenues to 
their fees^ or^ perhaps^ to their chapters. 
;Others again did not fupprefs the Abbeys, but 
<drove out the monks to make room for can- 
noneflcs. There was durijpg the reign of Louis 
XVI • a general madnefs of diflodging meri 
from the convents to replace them with 
,women : The queen and princes had bufied 
themielves much in multiplying thefe gallant 
cftabliihments ; for it muft ribt be fuppofed 

that thefe cannonelTes were obliged to lead a 

• ♦ 

folitary and conventual life i they lived in the 
world, drefled as other women,- and were only 
diftinguifhed from them by a fupefb cordon^ 
which they wore as a fcarf, and a crofs either 
of gold or enamel. This decoration, at once 
fimple and noble, flattered their pride* the 
more, as it was a public mark of the nobility 
of their 0rigin> for by another abufe, admiffioii 

I 3 ipto 
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into ditfc female chapters was refufed to afl 
thofe who were not noble. 

Here we moil add^ that M. de Beauinont> 
archbifhtop of Paris, would never confent to 
thele innovations, and xefiiled Louis XV. 

« 

many times when that prince ftught to intro- 
duce them in his diocefc : The archb^fliop 
of Roueo, and the bifhop <^ Coutance, per- 
mittcd them ; but folely where they tamed to 
the advantage of the poor, or of public educa« 
tion/ 
The bioiop A bifliop, of whom we muft iav a wonL 

•fAucaa. * J ^^- 

is the famous bifhop d'Autun. If birth formed 
a title to epifcopacy, no one could daim it 
widi more right, ncverthelefs, whether it be 
that the unhappy Louis XVL forelaw the 
'evils which he would occafioh in the ftate, or 
That he did not wiih to introduce mto his - 
iiigher clergy, an intriguing being whofc chief 
merit confifted in an acquaintaricc with the 
flock jobbing of the Rue Vivienne^ he refufed 
a long while to nominate him, but the fee of 

Antua 
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Atitun becoming vacant^ the king was again 
periecuted, it was reprefented to him that the 
£:at if! qt]^ftion, required a n^n acquaintad 
with .finances, bccaufe the bifliq> theire, was 
<)f r^ht preiident of the ftates of Burgundyt 
4irfd the king gave » reki(^ant ccmfent. We 
}iave ieen the part which this prek^ aded la 

^the ponftitu€int»ffeiiJbly. His mtimacy with 

• « 

Mirabeau^ whom he attended at his deaths 
proves the delicacy of his morals, and as he 
was the only bifliop who, in the aiTembly, op- 
ppfed jthe catholic religion's being declared the 
rdigipa !&f the ftatp^ by this we may judge of 
fcls.. 

This prelate took the pivk oath, and conie- 
grated ^he firfl bifhop infrus ; it is reported in 
Paris, that he recekred i qp,ooo crowns for each 
of thefe operations j; but th^fe are accufations 
to which his well known avidity for pioney 
may have gh^en currency and from which 
time alone can draw the veil which ftill con^ 
Cf 9][$ lirom i}s 9 multitude of dark manoeuvres^ 

^ , I 3 I^ 
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SS^fi^rt ' ^^ * word, it appears that one part of th^ 
31^""^ French ecclcfiaftics were more corrupted 
than any branch of the government. Thofe 
who compofed this party enjoyed enormous 
' revenues, which they diffipated in a la^y and 
ciFeminate opulence, iand were uniformly the 
antipodes of decency and morality. At court 
intriguers; at Paris libertines; and in theif 
diocefes^ de^ts* 
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H E Court of France, during the long jiitroduao^ 

^ *^ lyobfcrva- 

reign of Louis XV. became a theatre of the t^c^^^^^ 
moft refined intrigue and fantaftical levity. 
The French nobility formerly had been dif- 
tinguifhcd by their fcnfibility of honour^ and 
the elevation of their fentiments. If the cha- 
rafter of a Sir Charles Grandifon, was to have, 
been fought for among perfons of an exalted 
rank, the curious enquirer into hunitfn nar 
ture, might, perhaps, have found a femblance 
of the ideal excellence, among thefe polifhed, 

« 

and brave courtiers. It was tht Regent, wl^Q 
in the fhort fpace of about feven years, over- 

1 4 whelmed 
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Virhelmed the nation with a fudden deftrudion 
of its wealth and morals. It was him who 

* • 

introduced the depravity, and cupidity which 
pervaded all ranks ; and, like a fubtje poifon, 
corrupting tjic heart of the nation, difperfed 
itfelf through all its veins. The Regent himr 
felf, indulging the moft violent paffions, was 
not to be reftrained by the confines of reafon 
and decency, and the v^^W known fyftem of Aft 
adventurer Law, by • hitn patronifed and ixi'^ 

The advcn- •]*■'.' 

^"^^ troduced, not only brought on a temporary 

tuin, but gaye the nationa propenfity for com* 

mercial jobbing, of a nature the mpft perniciT 

ous tb their morals. A fatirift bitterly called 

the /7;^/>&^r of the r^^^A/, IDLENESS; that is 

» • • ■ 

The feeble and voluptuous ' difppfit|ons of 

mt mother of all vices. 

Louis Xy. pcrfeded the national deprayity. 
Luxury, effeminacy^ and feryility, were now 
the chatafteriftics of the courtiers ;^nd the 

piephitic air of cpURXrFAvoRiTisM, was 

• •' ' . • 

fatal to the few who appeared jealous of the 

glory of their anpeftors, by inheriting their 

*^ ^ :-.'i merits 
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merits at the coft of incurring ridicule. The 
French nobUity loft that deHcatie fehfe of 
honour which is the fource of the purefl man** 
hers. That ferifibility had departed, which re- 
garded a blot in their reputation like death ; 
$ind the fplendid fycophlnt, like the leopard^ 
looked on his blacl^6ft fpots with An exulting 
pride. The two great aims of the modern . 
courtiers of France, like fbmc of another 
nation, were difflpation, and the means of 
repairing that diflipation. To obtain the 
firft, they purfued her through all the fan- 
taitical labyrinth of verfatile folly; and to 
gccomplifh the latter, they flartled at no de- 
pravity and corruption, which prefettted itielf. 

The following anecdotes will afford a faith- 1^^„^„, 
ful, and perhaps a ftriking reprefehtation ofccnccofthe 

Court* 

^e French court during the laft thirty yealfs. ^ 

The firft objeft which offers itfelf, is the 
eftabliflied luxury of all the prindes of thfe 
blood, which difplayed a magnificence grati- 
fying tp the vanity and levity of the French 

nation. 
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nation, in its days of thoughtleflhefs and fcr- 

« 

yitude; but at length found to be ruinous 
to the finances, and a fource of corruption and 
defpptifni, it is contemplated with indigna- 
tiojR. The palaces of the brpthers of^ the 
king; cpfl: pnormous fums, without confidcr- 

ing thofe txtraordinaiy cftabliihments which 

» • • 

the monarch was frequentljr obliged to add. 
Verfailles offered the appearance pf the refi- 
dence of fevcril jfovereigns ; a palace for the 
kingf .^iiojhei" for the queen ^ an4 two others 
for Mpn^eur, an.4 th? Count d'Artois. Thef^ 

« 

f WQ lafl, had the fame military eflablifjimf nt 
J15 their majefties. Where ii> alj Europe was 
a more deftruftive Juxury to be feen? An 
additional weight of grandeur, wa;s j^lfo Jaid 
on the nation, aj the birth of a Dauphin. 
At the moment the royal infant was born, a 
^milar eftablifhment was immiedi^tcly given 
JO him, and the puling child in his cradle, 
was furrounded by all the fplendid appendages 
pf monarchy. It was thus that the kings of 

Frajice, 
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France, even in their cradles, became the 
fcourge of their fubjeds. But the birth of ^ 
Dauphin, once communicated a rapturout 
enthuiiafm throughout the nation, as if they 
were fearfu}, that a mpnarch would be wantr 
ing to their throne ! 

We jQiall now enter into -an anecdotical 
jdetail, which perhaps can not be paralleled 
in the annals oi frivolity, 

» 

In the fummer of iJJSf the queen being sinwiar^nc 
drefled, in a brown luteftring, the king good *"*'''* 
humouredly obfervtd, it was ^^ couleur de 
f>uce,'^ the colour o'f fleas; and inftantly 
«very lady would be dreft in a luteftring of a 
flea colour. The mania was caught by the 
men i and the dyers in vain exhaufted them- 
-felves, to fupply the hourly demand. They 
(diftinguiflied. between, an old and a young 
flea, and they fubdivided even the fhades of the 
jbody of this infed ; the belly, the back, the 
iigh, and the head, were all marked by varying 

ihades 



volity of the 
adulative 
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ibades of thb cobur. This putvMYmg tuit^ 
prbmifed to he the fafhion of the winter. Thft 
venders pf £ilk» foimd that it would be per-* 
fikif>u6 to tiiietr trade i they therefore pre-t 
icfltpd a^w iattins to her majeily^ who having 
chofen one of a grey afh-colour, Monfieur, 
^xc^l^tned thajt it was the icplour of hef 
\fH^jffiy$ hair! Immediately th^ f^as ceafeti 
to be favourjites, and all were eagier to b^ 
dreft in the colour of her majejiys hair. Ser- 
vants wero fent /off at the mcMuent, fronj 
Fontainebleau to Paris^ to purchafe velvets, 
lateens^ and cloths of this colour. Thf 
current price in the morning had been forty 

* 

livres per ell, and it rofe towards the evening 
to the price of eighty to nmety livres ! .Th» 
anecdote, frivolous in appearance, proves fKat 
if the French king^ then had bettejrs views 
and more good feiife than his; pr^deceiXbr, thf 
court vras ftill the fame as under LOuis %Y^ 
little, trifling, an4 volatile. 

Such was thf continued demand, that fbm; 

of 
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of her tnajeftys hair was anally obtained hf 
bribery 9 and fent to the GobeKfis, to Lyons, 
and other manufadories^ that the exa€l /hade 
might be cau^t. 

In i775> the duke of B n, appears to ^ ^"^ 



baniflidd bi 



have earned every Ipecies or luxury to an Louis xvi. 

. • for his eK« 

enormous excefs. An opera dancer. Made- ^"^^^s*"*^* 
moifelle la Guerre, was the Venus, whoifc 
chains our duke exulted to wear in the moft 
public and moft fhameful manner. He ipent 
on this woman 8oo,ooq Kvres. Louis XW. 
teing informed of this ^* Luxe de putanifme/* ' 
(hewed him not only his marked diiapproba* 
tion, but ordered him to retorc to his eftate ia 
N ' e. What was ftfll mcMre provoking, 
- aftec our opera dancer had quitted him with 
the cooleft ingratitude, the excufe which 

the duke made to the king, was, that as he 

♦ 

had no hopes of a heir, and as he had a deadly 
hatred to the Count de la T — r d* A - ■ c, *- 
who one day muft inherit his fortune, he knew 
no other mode of vexing ^his gentleman. • It 

was 
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was iaid, and i^ moft prbbaUe, that the chkr 
motive of the toyjil feprlmand, was an in*^ 
Recent compaf ifon between the queen and the 
opera dancer^ of which her majefly had beeni 
kindly informedi 

1 

T«E heir 6f the dufce of Penthievrcf, and 
Curious epi. the only fon of this branch of the Bourbons^ 

taph on a 

^ffoiutc died 1764, a vi£lim to his debaucheriesi and 

voung no- ' "^ ' 

^"""^^ particularly to Madcraoifelle Mirii a mufical 

^ lady, and celebrated courtefan. The Parifian 

wits who laughed at every thing, made th^ 

following very ingenious epitaph, compofed of 

jive mufical notes, which are fuppofed to bif 

engraven on his tomb. 

Mi r£ la mi LA4 

Mire has placed him there. 

When the minifter was employed oti 
various fuppreffions to the detriment of cer- 
tain nobles who enjoyed theie rights^ the 

marqui9 
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inarquis de Gironde, a confidcrable penfioner 

and lofer on this occafion, addrefled himfelf in a noWeman 

wantt to 

a very warm manner to Turgot, and faid, that '^^^ 
he had jplaced too blind a confidence in thofe 
who furrounded him, and having pxprefTed 
himfelf with Angular rage againft thofe Eco-^ 
nomijis^ who ading under him, , were for 
ruining the juft rights of the nobility; one of 
Turgot's confidants irritated, interrupted him,, 
by obferving, that in refledting on the agent* 
of the comptroller^ he attacked the comptrol- 
ler himfelf, and the king who had chofen him. 
Our turbulent lord inquired who it was that 
fpoke. It was La Croix ; a great ftickler for 
the Economifts.* Give me my cane, replied 
the marquis, that I may maflacre this fellow, 
and liberate France from a rafcal, who is for 
overturning and troubling the peacfe of the 
nation. — This was in 1776, What would ~ 
the marquis have faid in 1794.' 

About thi^ time (1776) there prevailed a 

great 
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great pafli(»> for horfe racing. It was Ht^ 
Anglomania. Great bets were depending at 
every cour ie^ and the noblemen turned jockies^ 
and rode their own racers. When the count 
de Lauragais, a diffipated young nobleman^ 
^Ker^ing appeared at court after a lon^: reiidence in 

infaihion. '^^ , 

England, the king coldly inquired, where he 
had .been for iome time ? — In England, the 
cdunt replied— f- What did you do there? I 
learnt there, pleafe your majcfty, to tbink^^ 
qf borfes, retorted the king. 

The nation, indeed, frivolous as they were^ 
faw with indignation the behaviour of the 
duke de Chartrcs, (Eg^lite) and the count 
d'Artois. Thefe princes not only affociatcd 
with their grooms, and entered into all thofc 
fcandalous combinations which this fpecies of 
gaming offers, but treated the people at the 
courfes with the moft ineffable contenipt and 
favage ferocity. With fingular adivity they 
ufed their whips on the fpeftators as well as on 
* their horfesj and not only encouraged the 
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^^ers to pcrfccutcthe crowd, ^ buicmployed 
iksch grcffiiefs of fpeech and offeniive oatbs^ 
ihzt ihcwcd thefe pHnces were not unikilled 
in the language of the vileft part af^t nation* 
It waaNMbediiying fpe<9ack to fee the duke of 
Lantern running agalqll M^ de Fenelon'; the 
hSk fell from his horfe, broke his arm, and 
loft his wager. The fame gentleman betted 
with another nobleman, who could reach 
Verfiulles and return t6 Paris^ the qukkeft in' 
^ fingle horfe chaife. The horfe of the firft 
died at Seve, and the other expired in the 
ftable at Paris, a few hours after his return. 



TttES^ frivolous^ and debauched courtiers, ^^^^^rizn 

races amoftf 

bot fatisfied with exercifing their inhumanity ''*'^^*"^'**' 
on their horfcs, expofcd themfelveS to the 
dcrifion of Paris by other kiods of races. The 
duke de Chartres, the duke de Lau^un, and 
the marquis of Fitzjames, betted five hundred 
louis who could firft reach Versailles oft foot* 
X^ausiun gave up the foot-ra,ce about half-way 5 
. " K Chartres 
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Chartres kbcmt two^^thirdb. Fitzjames arrived 
in an exhanftod fbtc, and was (aluted as c6n«* 
queror by the count d* Artois. He^ how- 
ever, like a hero, nearly expiring in the 
arms of vidory^ called for a bed, tffk«U^aa 
immediately let blood, and got l^is wager^ 
and an ^hma^ It was in this manner die 
prince's of the blood, the defcendents of 
Henry the Great, paffed their days, and it 
was thus they gave to a defpairing and op** 
pf effed people, thofe hopes of profperity and 
amendment which now became at every 
hour neceflary to fiiftain their eidiauAed 
mifery, and to ftill their frequent murmurs. 
A&Racingr. We obfcrve afterwards, that not fatisfied 
with horfe and foot racing, by the courtiers^ 
the .queen had others by ajfes. She animated 
by her prefence,. the countrymen in tfao 
neighbourhood, and the winner had forhi© 
reward, three, hundred livres and. a golden 
thiftle ; allufiye to the plant to which a^es are 
partial. ' • . - 

.^' Madame 
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Ma1>AME GoirnDAN, nicknamed theM»'>*« 

Gourdan the 
mother 
Windfor o£ 

_ Piris. bc» 

Parft. This VeneraWe abbefs, in 17JS. tocomc** 

' ' bankrupt. 



little Countcfs, was the Mother Windfor of 
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the aftoni(hm6nt of her creditors, became a 
bankrupt. She prwed by the moft regular 
accounts pbffible, that her outftanding debts^ 
doubled the money ihe owed. At the meet- 
ing of her creditors (he addreffed them in 
a ftrain of the moft natural eloquence, 
ajid>Ar fenfibility of female tears, Which 
melted oil her withered cheeks, Sh6 faid,' 

fl\e had loiig rendered herfelf elfential to the 

; > . * • • 

pleafures of the metropolis ; and had pafled 

her life in the fervice of the. public; but that 
Ihe had now fallen a viftim to her own 
gtnerdfity. Of thcpuMc fhe did not com- 
plain, for they had rewarded her maternal 
affiduity; but it was to \h& couriers flie owed 
her ruin. They had perfuadisd her to enlarge 
6xpences;- to encreafe her eftabfiflimeht; 
and to depdiid on theii* proteftion. She 
ihewed that vi^rious noblemen were id- 

K a dented 
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dcbtcd to her in the fum of three hundf ed 
and, eighty thoufand livres ! 

While this was a prevalent topic of con- 
verfation, another bankruptcy took place, 
not lefs fingular. The college of pupleffis 
declared itfelf in a ftate of bankniptcy. It 
proved a balance in its favour, if the Out- 
(landing debts had been paid. Thefe debts 
were owing from feveral noble families for 
the education of their children^ fathers^ and 
even grandfathers^ who had all been brought 
up in that feminary, but had not yet paid 
their falaries. 

What a diflblute nobility ! they neither 
paid their preceptors nor their bawds ! 
A Philippic The duke de Fitzjames, as his name dif- 

againft the 

Fu^*m€^r covers, was defcended from that family, 
which emigrated with James II. In the fol- 
lowing vqrfes, energetic and bold, is given his 
charafter, which will be a.cceptable to fbme 
of our readers. ^ This duke had long ty-r 
tanifed over the parliaments, arid .had 

ever 
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ever Ihewn himielf a worthy mihiiUk of i 
court favouritffm. He often attempted to 
hinder them from addrelling their remoHf^ 
ftrances to the throne. Their addreifes, in- 
deed, were always bold, and written in fiich 
a manner as to awaken from his dream the 
moft voluptuous and lazy pringe. 

Fils indigne du fang qui t^a donnc naifTancey 

Profcrit de ta patrie, adopte par la France, 

Miniftre detefte d'un monarque cheri, 

Ceflfe de dechirer le fein qui t^a nourri ! 

Contre V autorite du plus jufte des princes, 

Toi feul aurois deja fouleve fes provinces. 

Si du coeur des Francois ta &rouche fiert^; 

Eut pu'bannir le zel^ et la fidelity, 
^ Odieux etranger I apprends a te connoltre ? ' 

Louis feul, a le droit de leur parler en maitre, 

Dociles a fsl voix, redoublant lenrs efforts, 

lis prodiguent pour lui leur fang et leurs trefors, 

Lors que des publicains Tavidite cruelle, 

Impofe fous fon nom quelque charge nouvelle, 

Fere tendre, il permsr la plainte a ies en&ns, 

Jl ecoute Ies cris des peuples gemiiTans ; 

Pe fages magiftrats fans bleffer la puiffance, 
/ Des Fx9n9ois epuifes lui peignent rmdigepce : 

Senfible a leurs douleurs, atteodri par leurs maux» 

U adoucit pour ci|x le fardeau des impot$« 

K 3 Mais' 
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<Mais qnanddes vUs flatteurs I'dTaim qui renvironne^ 

Oi^ a la verke, fermer I'acccs du thrpn(s; 
Quand la France apper^oit^ pour la premiere fois^ 
L'appareil militaire a la place des loix; 
^ Le foldat eStene, d'ufie main temerairc, 
. Dp Themis profanerTangufte fandtuaire; 
Et mettre dans les fers, par un lache attentat, 
|;ieS'4cfenieu|rs''da peuple et Tefpoji de I'jqtat ! 
Le plus foumis fujet et s'inijigne et s'enflamme; 
Contre les vils auteuiss d'une coupable trame. 
Tremble ingrat ! le courroux d*un prince genereuX 
Sera le jufte prix de tes exploits honteu^ ; 
Tu ferns a jamais par ta £er^ impudence, 
La fable de T Europe et Tborreur de la France I 
Le jufte defefpoir de ce peuple aux aboia 
Armcra contre toi le bras du roi des rois. 
Rappelle des^ Styarte la deplorable hiftoire ; 
Vertueux, I'echa^aut ne ternit pa5 leur gloiro^ 
Barbare, ils t'ont trace ce fune|le chemin ; 
Indigne de leur nom redoulse leur d^ftin ! 

O fijfi unworthy of tby hoAoured birtb. 
Thy country's outcaft, diough by Fraace rcccii:ed, 
Detefted minifter of a king fo dear. 
Ah I ceafe to tear the boeaft that chexiflies J 
Againft the authority of a prince fo juil 
Already ];iadft thou raifed his pravinces. 
If from the Gallic heart, diy favage pride. 
Could wreft its zeal, and its fidelity. 
Ceafe odious ftranger! i Jlearn to know thyfelf ; 
Louis alonei ihall^re to he their matter.: 
And docile at iiis yoice, their efibrts double^ . .. . . 
Still proud to laviih all their blood and treafures* 

When 
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What oft tfo.i^blicam^vith crtid 1^^ 

Beneath his name imppfe ibme novel tax; 
He, tender father, ftill permits his cliildrent 
.To bredUhe &eif Arrows' to his royal ear ; 
And oft h^^hears the groaaing.pec^lc^s cries; 
Wife magiftrates, who yet refpe£k his power^ 
Of France exhaufted paint die indigiAice. 
He feeb their griefs, he foftens at their ills. 
And makes more light, the nation's impofts dire* . 
But when vile flatterers, like the fwarmthat now- 
Dare clofe the thronie agatnft the approicb ortnidi| 
When France now firft indignantly jt>eholds 
The military pomp take place of lav^; 
The furious foldiek- with a dating hao J» 
Profane the holy altar raifed to Themis 
And load with irons, (cowardly attempt!) 
The people's counfel, and the. nation's hope 1 
The meaneft fubjefk bums with indignation. 

And would deftroy die authors of -the crime. 

lU^ngratefid, tremble !. know thy getia-ous prince. 
Shall hurl his rage to crown thy fhwneftil deeds. • . 
Yes, thou ihalt be fupreme in favage pride, 
The {cotii of Europe, and of Fr^nee the horror. 
Know an oppreiTed pepple's juft defpair, . • 

Shall roufe the thunder of the King of Kings. 
Thiidc of the dreadful ftory of thy Smarts, 
Virtuous^ the fcafFold could not blot their glory, . > . 
Barbarian, they have traced this paQi for thee, 
Uowortby of their name, yet diead their fate. 
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I 

Awcdotwof Xhe mircthal diike dc Richelieu , was 

the Duke of 

^ichdiei*. ^j^Q^^j- rotten vine in the court vineyards 
The latter paart of his 5ays was confiimed in 
a law fuit which lafted for feveral years, witk 
a Madame dei Su Vincent, with whom he 
had formed a clofe connetStion, and having 
given her notes to a confiderable amount, 
refofed their payment, alledging that they 
were forged. The.unfortunate lady had more 
than once gained her' caufe, but the decifions 
of the courts were always annulled by the 
intrigues of the duke. Sh^e at length periflxed| 
a vidim to her protra<Sled fuit; and the fen- 
iibility of her ancient lover was gratified, not 
only by not paying his notes, but by breaking 
^ ^ the heart of his fair adverfary. This fuit^ 
however, proved nearly ruinous to him j for 

■ 

he had not merely tp undergo the ufual cx-^ 
pences, but to give conffderable flims for the 
corruption of his venal judges* , While he 
was thus employed, a Madame de Gaya, to 
indulge a barbarous vanity, reduced hey 
> ' family 
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£imiiy to a ftate of poverty, to make the duke 
her geaeral legatee* 3he left him about 
J 50^00 livres. The attorney came to Paris 
to acquaint him of hi$ new acquifitioo. 
After a long attendance in the antichamber, 
our country attorney wearied, (ent a mellago 
to the duke, that he had fbmething to com^ 
* municate of a moft interefting nature. On 
this he was introduced, and a few words elo- 
quently explained his bufinefs. The old duke 
received the intelligence with great coolnefe, ' 
and facctioufly obferved, that if all the 
women with whom he had an amour had left 
him their fortune, he fhould be richer than 
the king. 

. The legitimate heir afterwards attempted 
to^ have the will fet ailde ; as an a6l of in* 
^ity, injuftice, and puerile vanity. Many 
thou^t that the 4uJte himfelf would be the 
firft to agree to thi$« But the duke perfifted 
in its execution* The counfellor of his ad- 
verfary cxpofed with eloquence and fore* 
/ this 
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thisunjuft ady and attempted to make tho 
duke blt^ for his vain and fordid cupidity^ 
But the duke only laugbid and perfifted; It 
was in vain to plead. 

What a horrid recapitulation of his crimes 
and excefles of all kinds am I going to 
tranicribe! 

In 1777, the unhappy madamc de St; 
Vincent prcfented a petition to the parlia^ 
ment of a moft important nature^ fince it 
amply di^lays the dreadful abufc of power 
ef which thefe courtiers availed themfelve&#w 

She petitions the court of peers, to declare 
all the proceedings and purfuits at law of 
the marechal, to be annulled, as vexatious^ 
cxtortive, and injurious to the authority of 
the court, the laws of the kingdom, the 
freedom of the citizens, thq lafety of familicd 
woA public order <i She petitions a prohibit 
tion for the duke's further relapfe, in ihew.* 
ing a contempt of juftice, an abufe of power 
« licence of making nodurnal and military 

incurfions 
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incuriions iu moaafteries, private houies; 
fearching the pockets, deiks, and cloiets of 
iadividuaU; pillaging, carrying ^w^y, and 

4 

fiippreffing their letters and papers; inter*^ 
cepting others, confining perfons to their 
own houfes, and concealing others in remote 
priibns ; and all this without any legal form 
whatever ; \<rithout the flighteft proofs of 
their guilt, but on the contrary, while? the 
temerity of his acculations are evidently 
jM-oved; as alfo of bribing witncfles, who 
depofe againil him, perfecuting them by 
criminal charges, threateniijg and changing 
into witneffes thole of the accufed, whom his 
officers corrupt by promifes, and luborn by 
money, &c. 

The duke with fuch licentious manners 
difplayed alfo in his very advanced age, a 
fingular effeminated foppery, and with all that 
polifhed wit which a courtier, who had lived 
under three monarchs, can alone, perhaps, 

attain 
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attain.. The following two anecdotes exhibit 
this part of his charaiSler. 

In 1780^ the falhionable folly confifted in 
wearing two watches. A* watch, is not fo 
much an objedl of luxury, as of utility; but 
the frivolous Parifians, whofe only objed was- 
a ruinous magnificence, would have two, and 
ornamented with diamonds to an extravagant 
amounts The .duke of Richelieu was one of 
thofe veterans of foppiihnefs, thu$ admirably 
defcribed by Greflet; The poet felicitates 
himfclf that he is, 

Loin de tout importun Jafciir, 
Et des haUts tons de la grandeur ; 
Loin d^ ce? troupes douqereufcs, 
Ou d' infipldes precieufes, 
Et de petits fats ignorans 
Viennent, conduits par la foUe, 
S'ennuyer en cercuionie, 
Et s'endormir en complimens. 

This fafhionable oftogenarian, did not fail- 
to adopt this modifti elegance. One day 
-a^ he was drefliiig, and his two watches 

flaming 
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flaming with brilliant ftones, were laid on 
his table, a court adulator, intreated per- 
miffion to admire and coippare them in his 
own hands; this aWkward flatterer dropt 
one, and in atteniptirig to recover it, let 
fall the other ; both the brilliant and fragile 
trifles were on the ground. Afliamed at his 
mal^adroitnefs^ he forms a thoufand apologies 
to the duke, who without being at all dif-^ 
concerted, faid, don't defpair, I never yet 
fa w them gofo well together. 

Among feveral of his bon mots, the fol- 
lowing one is remarkable for difplaying the 
genius of the times, Louis XVI. was felici- 
tating him on the recovery of his health; for 
(faid the king) you are not young; you have 
feen three ages. Rather (replied the duke) 
three reigns. — ^Well,' and what do you think 
of them ?— rSire (was the duke's remarkable 
aftfwer) under Louis XIV. nobody dared to 
lay a word; under Louis XV. they ipoke in 

whifpers 
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whi^ers ; under your majefty's they ipeak 
loudly. 



?/bui7y?"^ If fuch were the old, the young nobilit^r ' 
it may be reafonably concluded, did not left 
participate in the wantonnefs, frivolity an<l 
unrefle£ling difpofitions of the court. Thb 
following circumftance will, convince us that 
a general relaxation of decency had taken* 
place in the manners of the courtiers. Their 
luxury was too often accompanied with infb- 
lence; and every day produced fome new 
circumftance to irritate and difguft the popu- 
lace It is proper to remind the Englifh 
reader, that when a perfon is dying, they fencf 
in catholic countries for a minifter, to give thtf 
dying man the Eucharift and extreme uhc-' 
tion^ The cuftom in moft parifhes. Was ttf 
precede the hoft by another prieft, who rung 
a little bell to announce to paflengers to make 
.room, and to kneef. In 17^0, the f<>lk)\Vii)g 
anecdote 'made a great noife. The Prince 

I de L— — fc- 
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de L- fc (whofe name does not honour- 
ably occur in the hiftory of the Revolution) 
with feveral noblemen and ladies, was re^ 
turning from the coimtry in the evening, in 
3 coach and fix^ As they pafled the Rue Sf« 
AntoiiEi^, the hoft was going to a dying per- 
fqn* The poftillion ftopt his horfes, but the 
coachman, encouraged by the prince and hi* 
noble companions, whipped them, and dif* 
peried th^ holy retinue. The prieft, whofe' 
o^e was to ring the bell, was an old feeble 
man, who bad that day, paid fourteen fimi- 
lar vifits, and was foon overturned and 
wounded. ThiS' was a fobjeil of loud mirth 
for the gay young courtiers. The populace' 
burning with indignation at this public 
offence x>f decency and humanity, purfued^ 
the coaeh, and would certainly have avenged 
the injury ; the prince 6nly efcaped by the 
fleetnefs of his horfes. 

The wounded old prieft was carried to his 
bed. ' The ecclefiaftics of the pari(h afleiii-' 

ble. 
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blC) and in an addrefs to their Cure, demftad. 
an immediate recourfe to the archbifhop/, 
and at the fame time a complaint of the facri^ 
legious crime. The Cure^ having taken, 
information of the criminals, and finding: 
them to be fuch powerful perfons, a long 
time refufed performing his duty. The 
Countels de B— — e, ' mother to the prince^ 
is at length informed of the affair ; (he im- 
mediately filenced all parties, by an annuity 
to the prieft, and before the police could take 
cognizance of this difgraceful behaviour* 
She defired that the prince Ihould himfelf 
apologife for his condu6l; but this wat 
refufed. This, for Ibme, time, afforded a 
topic of converfation to the Parifians* The 
populace murmured, and could only blame 
th» difhonorable weaknef$ of tho Cure, who 
permitted a public tranfadion^of fo fliameful 
a nature not to be expiated by a public 
punifliment. The philofbphers themfelve^ 
were not filent ; they not only felt a horror 

3 *' 
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%t the barbarity of th6 iaaion, but they ex- 
^ed, though vainly, that a ftfiking example 
of juftice, Jfhould reftrain the Great who 
W6re dx^e'ry day infulting the nation by 
their pridfe aftd* wantoiinels remaining un^ 
chaftifed* 

It Wa^ Ifi Vain that the nation iSiurmUred, 
and the philofophers declaimed ; the prince 
de L c was grand Ecuyer de France. 
For fuch an oflBcer to overturn the hoft, and' 
break an old man's limb, could not be a 
crime. Ltt "US remfember, that this prince, 
in the TSiuilleries, on the 14th of July, 
1789, had not then "loft the feme ini- 
perious inhumanity ; with a ftroke from 
his fabfe he maffacred an unfortunate de- 
cf epid old man* 

AnoAer glaring infolence of the nobility 

•happened in 1783. M. de Choifeul-Meu2:e, 

* driving a chaife, byliis own unlkilfulnefs, 

cxrtangloct his wheels with thofe of a hackney 

cbach*'^ He immediately revcngefl his own 

iU 
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ill driviiig =on the miferablft coa'chi6an ; t&iat 
having given him about twmty found danc- 
ings, the foor fdlow, .fhidrtiAg with pain 
and indignation, defended hiiiifelf frona the 
attacks of our fiery young lord ; when^ that 

. gentleman immediately drew the fwtotd frc^3i 
his cane, and repeatedly wounded the coGfch- 
man^ till he fell frdm the box. He was de- 
parting, when the {)opukce affembled round 

'him, and infifted on carrying the xtiuhkrer 
to the coiMniflary. This jufHce, inftead of 
fending him toprifon, was fatlsnEied in fining 
him in a fiun far the relief of the wounded 
coachman, and atdding a pdite reprimand. 

The report of dae cpachman's death, a few 
days after^ excited the indignation of Paris. 
The parHament were greatly incensed at the 
* Ihameful violence.of young Choifeulr Seve- 
ral recent events of this kijad-. determined 
them to rd[lrain, by a public example, the 
cruel dej^otiiin of thefe arrogant lords* 
They prepared a forciblt remonftrancc-tahis 

:: . majefty, 
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Iftiajefty, jto commute th* fine into a long 
imprifonitient:. But how did this terminate? 
The powerful Chdifeills alarrped at the fer- 
ineiit which exited iii the parliament, ex- 
etted themfelves in dilperfing the pending 
ftorm; Their ihteieft and a little ihoiiey 
prevailed \ the t-emonftraiice was iiot madej 
Iphoifeul was riot punifhed, and the hackney 
^oachrnan remained unavengecL 



The pride of the court is, pel^haps, ftrorig- Madame rd 
iy charaaerifed by the follawing anecdote. T"^^ 

' . , cicaidcfici* 

The F^-endh nobility we know will not blame ency. 

. •- . • 

Maddijte for her refolutiori in this affair ; biit 
wc addrefs oiirfeltrcs to the Ertglifli natiorii 

There appeared in 1779* * diipofition ill 
tile court to difcoiintenande the nobility for 
taarrying into families, that could not boaft 
- of as . rich ^bbdd as themfelves ; whatever 
ether naerits they might eminently pj&ffefs. 
\\k conieqtiende of tips, MadaiHe r^^ed to 
Hccept for her Vame. de Compagnie (maid of 

L 2 hob-* 
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honour*) the Vifcouritefs oif Laval, becaufc 
her maiden name was . Boulogne, and her 
father, though a treafurer, . had raifed him- 

felf From a low oirighi. The Lavals, father 

» 

and (on, as- the gentlemen of Monfieur, 
were piqued at, this iniult; they affirmed 
that the name of Laval had ennobled that of 
Boulogne^ and had taken away the blot of a 
humble birth. This was not acknowledged, 
and they fent in their refignation. When 
Monfieur, with a cold contempt and un- 

.feeling dilpofition (which I Underftand to be 

* 

his charafter) faid to him, in his farewel 
addrefs, You do not follow the beji road^ — 
No, fir, replied the duke, but it is that of 
honour. 

* In France v:^xq formerly maids of honour,* who at- 
tended' the queen ; but Louis XIV. having frequently 
chofen from among them fevcral for hig mtfirtjfes^ befides 
the lords .of the court, who formed intrigues which occa- 
fipned ilifagreeable occurences; the queens became moft 
interefted, and were the firft to demand, that their future 
• eftablUliments might confift of married ladies ^ whi<>h' 
cuftonr has been ever fmce wifelv obfervcfd. 

But 
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3ut it feems while Madame rcfiifed to 
iave an amiable lady, becaufe her 'father 
had not been a nableman ; a Countefs of a 
different charader was acceptable. It was 
the nobUity o£ a perfon, and not his virtues^ 
or his talents which rendered him acceptable 
at. coxirt. The countefs of B— y, was dif- 
covered by her hulband, fleeping with a 
cowrtien In the moment of defpaix and 
Tage,it is faid he attempted to deftroy hislady^ 
a child of eighteen months, and the adulterer. 
To fhun the future vengeance of her 
hufband, (he had him bled and phyficked, 
and declared a lunatic. This cruel derifion 
wounded his agitated fpirits, and his extreme 
•fenfibility, preyed on his heart, till a fettled 
melancholy took ppfleflipn of his fouh He 
, quitted hjs country, his connexions, and his 
vmfeeling confbrt ; and refigned himfelf to 
a voluntary exile. He firft wandered in a 
moft deplorable ftate, and at lafl: fuddenly 
(liiappeared, 

L3 Yet 
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Yeit this woman, the horror of all fcnfible 
xninds, the execration of all virtuous, was ad-r 
mitted by Madame, to be her lady of honour^ 
in preference to the amiable Dutchefs of 
Laval. The remonftrance^ made to the 
queeh, by the family of the Noailles, that 
the prefei-eftce of Madanie oh this occafibfi 
was IhamefuUy pair tial, arid that it was inder 
cent to fubftitute a woman <5f fuch a cha-* 
ra^er, occafiofied her rpajefty tp addrefi 
heffelf to Madame. Thefe two-royal peribn- 
ages dould never agree ; and Madame only 
dully anfwered, that fhe was alfb rtiiftrefs of 
having z favourite i a Madafne jule$ (Do 
Polignac) as well as her majefty. By this 

« ■ 

retort aiid confeffion, it appears that a cha-- 
rafted, fuch as this Countefs i§ repreferitei^ 
to be, was adapted to beconie the favourite 
ttf a Princefs ! , • 

It is verynecefTary to add^ that in the Livre 
Rouge, the following article appears. The 
reader is apprifed, . that the articles in the 

Livre 
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livjr^ Rou^e are z^i authentic % the 
tiops as they axe caHed^ .which accoinpany 
4iiem, are merely the : production cif the 
perfba who was appointed to edite th^ work« 
Thcfe obfervations, it muft he acknow- 
ledged, are i0 written, md contiain nothing 
Jwit^roik abnfe. Whjit we tranfcribe appeared 
in the priginul, and it will ferve for an ^x* 
client cfiwnn^entary on this favourite of 
'Moiffijturi Fplicit6 Countefe of B— y, lady 
e£ hwjour fo Madame, a penfipij of j 00,000 
livresjj! 

. Xhe motives of this eijormous penfion arp 
^ot given ; though certainly at prefent well 
JcQown. We are inforpied that this lady, 
f^y^ ftcfipippanies the emigrant Princes ; (he 
-was the jarbitrels of the little court at C^3- 
J^niz^ and is faitl^tf^lly attached |P the fer.- 
yjice of AfM/!eur^ 

An ficfaaawledged favourite of the mini- 
f|ker or kin^ of France, appears to have been 
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siiisiiiir4e.nutfe adfired than cither. He rccwf^ at 

votions oaid 

Svir^ every hour feme cciemcaiy of this political 
derotion ; his altar was ever burning, widb 
incenfe, and his ear ever dwelt on the 
hymns chaunted by adulation^ Onc-of thcle 
demi-gods was M. .de Vougny Maurepas* 
- This gentleman was a perlbn of confider- 
able fortune, and though he was otcupied 
in no employment for himfelf, was by no 
means an idler, as he had the afiairs of 
alnioft every one to purfue. The mi'niftej 
Maurepas and his lady had conceived the 
warmeil: afFeftion - for this amiable gentle- 
man; and he was diftinguifhed by their nain^ 
in cohfeiiuence of his friendfhip with theia* 
His greateft pleaflire eonfifted in travelling; 
as rapidly as poffible, and almoft «vefy day 
he effedled his twenty or thirty Icagueft 
^aftening to the burial of a lady of quality, 
he found the hour late, and hurrying along 
Veil into the grave; fainted, and broke his 
leg. When the company arrived at th# 
t/ * . graye^ 
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fprsUve^ they found to their aftoniflimcnt^ the 
Jiving^ and abfent M. Vougny, occupying the 
tflace rcferved for his departed friend. ^ 
, Scarcely was this dreadful event known at ^ *^*^ ^ 
Paris, but princes of the blood ; the mini- u^hxS 
fters^ the courtier?, the aftors, &€• &c. &c»gr«t cmi 

fufiQn 

hafton to fend; and moft came perlbnally to ^^!^^^ 
,enq^ire afifer the broken leg of the miniftcr's 
^vourite. Above four hundred perlbns, 
among which were ladies of all kinda, of 
?»rhom he was the avowed proteftor, fiib- 
jfocibed th^ir rjames to his lift j and, its peru^ 
*ial greatly enchanted M. Vpugny, sind was ^ 
iwtlm fpr the cure of his leg, • Thi? gCAtle- 
ijMm; W3s by no means ready at bon .niots; 
and though his fituation was not a, very 
happy one for a ftrpke of wit, he obferved to 
the grave digger, when he came to aflift him, 
ihat he, gladly accepted his aid, for he did 
act defire to hinder any perfon from hi^ 
place. 
^. Pe/Vougny was the fubje£l of all the 
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polite circles at Paris ; and his lift of ft^if 
hundred, every hour ificreafing, he arfiufcd 
his confinement in readitig the new names^ 
smd making his eommentarUs on them* 
■ The Countcfs of Maurepas, was defirou$ 
ift vifiting him, to give a new ynark of her 
efteem for De Vougny, and his broken leg* 
She obtained on this occafion a Crofs of St], 
Louis for the brother of De Vougny ! Thi» 
broker had diflipated his fortune m the 
inoft extravagant debaucheries. Byt becauft 
M. De Vougny had a broken leg, and th4 
Ccamteis ^idted the minifter of war, the 
nward was immediately accorded ! SugI^ 
V7ierc*the bafe adulation and the general i^ii 
volftyof the courtiers tyf France ? 

Th«©rdcrof' AjsroNG tlicfe poliihed idlers, and frivolo^ 

biS^*at ^cntimStitalifts, (for fometimes among thdr 

fdfinements, *l34ey pretended to that of an -cx-^ 

ceffive fenfibility) it was propofed, to eft^- 

Mifh at courts jsl nfip wder^ vnd?r the iiame 
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jof PERSEVERANCE. It was to confift Qf the 
ladies and gentlenien of the court. The 
occupations of this were fimply tp confift of 
amufement and gallantry. A brilliant tem^ 
pie \yas to he eredled to this divinity, and 
jJU-ee altars were to be raifed to fiONOUR, to 
FRiKKDSHii^, and to litrMANity. At thq 
'Palais Royal, tiiis project was firft brought 
forwards, and the queen was to \^ its 
patronefs. Preparatory aflembUes were h^ld, 
at one of which, the celebrated Madame 
4e Genlis, made an eloquent oration. 

The day after, at a horfe race, the Count 
id' Artois, loft corifiderably, according to his 
puftom. My lord, fiiM the Marquis of 
Coigny, they are much embarrafled to choofe 
a grand matter for the order of perfeverance, 
yoti are worthy ofthat diftinSion. 

But unhappy ^vas the man who in the 

Wantonnefs of his pen dared at this moment 

^0 Wf ite a dull epigram, or even a taiferablc 

pieco 
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piece of doggrel againft a courtrer. Even 

Louis XVL could exert, in favoiir of a dc- 

\, ^ .urn. • 

^bauched courtier, an cxceffive feverity. A 
poor quatrain appeared againft the prince of 
^enin, captain of the guard? pf the count 
d'Artois, Un^er a coarfe point, was con- 

ce^ed hard tnith$ relative to the ftupidity^ 

%^ * ~ . • ■ - - - >• 

libertiriifm, 2Hjd, »pthingnef§ of this lord, 

^ . ... • - ^ 

who, r onjie^led Avith all th? impures of Pari^ 
bad-cxhaufted his vigour and his fortune. 
Such as this poor epigram is, the reader mull 

s 

t4veit, 



• - 

Depuis qu'aupres dc ta Catin, 

Tu fais un role des-plus Minces 

Tu n'es plus le prince d'Hcnin (des Nairn) 

Mais Cjulement le Nain des Princes, 



The prince was told that this poor qua- 
train was written by the marquis de Champ- 
cenets, governor of the Chateaux de Meudon, 
He complained of it to his mafter, the couiit 
4'ArtQis, and the piarquis was condemned b/ 

the 
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the king to be exi/eJ during twoyearsy and fiX 
months imprifonment. It was well known 
afterwards that the marquis was not the au- 
thor of thefe punning rhymes. But (uch 
was the terrible delpotifin of the court, at 
that moment, that Louis XVI. was made t6 
aft in this and a few other inftances, with all 
the ferocity of a dey of Algiers. 

. A Court adulator, when hefound his credit !*»"P»^^f 
on the decline, often difplayed an inventive utX^*'^"' 
ingenuity to attraft the variable difpofitiohs 
of his idol. The comptroller general^ * in 
1776, perceived that he was daily lofing the 
good graces of the king ; to reinftate him- 
felf in them, he employed a lingular turn. 
The comptroller, though lazy in the na- 
tional labours of the clofet, had difpofitions 
fox thofe of the hand ; the king was.alfo a' 
lover, of little manual operations. Our 
comptroller thought to regain . his affeftioiis 
by rendering himlelf Ikilful in little pieces of 

mechanifm, 
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ipechaniim^ an4 particularly iii the art of 

inaking locks and keys. For this purpofe he 

■ ♦ 

fent for two German lockfmiths, the mofl 
Cclcbrjtted ones in Exirope. Every ofibrning 
our comptroller was a docile pupil tocjer his 
two German lockimithsy 2tn4 became fo cn^- 
pert in the artof lofek and key making; that 
he was capable of giviiig his majefty htyr 
leflbnsy and gaining the admiration of the 
court If-i-while he remained in office; It 
is not probable that the locks and keys of art 
ex-Minifier would have been at all atteiKle^ 
to* 

Another anecdote of a congenial caft, is 
the following. It is the moft iingular courtly 
and parafitical fervility which the baieft 
detainer of a great man ever arrived at. The 
minifter Machault had loft a little female 
grey-hound, which was a great favourite^ 
Bouret, who ppflelTed the fpirit of iiitrigtie in 
thefupremeft degree, andwhohad long lighed 

t0 
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to hf noticed by the minifter; considered this 
as the moft favourable opportunity, and with 
an ingenuity, as remarkable as the littleuei^ 
of mind that could iiave invented it, put the; 
following fdieme in* execution. He Ifad 

every refearch poiTible made to £nd out a 

» 

fimilar one ; he finds one ; takes it home ; 

and drefies a p^ppet with a black robe, like 

that which the comptroUer general, as 

keeper of the feals always wore. He trains 

up the little grey-hound to cvcfs this 

' wooden comptroller, and never to ^eat tiU it 

Ixad firil paid a mark of obedience to it« 

When he thought it was Aifficiently uied to 

. flatter the reprefentative <^ the minifter, he 

leads it to M. de Machauk's houib, and as 

tht «grey^hound faw the conp^trolier, be ran 

to him,.4daped on his neck, and licked 

lusface, & that the miiuiter believed it was 

the favourite little creature he had lioA. It 

isTcry uzmeceflary to add, that a man capa- 

ble-of paying iuch an uty-en^tting ^tt^tibn 

I to 
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to ^ dogy was well adapted to ingratiate Kiifi* 
fclf by every fpecies of bafe fervility, in thi 
^ood graces of a minijier. This gentleman 
did fomething fimiliar, though not fo wifei 
feveral years afterwards. , It would be tedi- 
ous to enter into a detail of his manoeuvres to 
captivate the kindnefs of the marchionels 
lDf Pompadour arid the monarch. This real 

* 

courtier gained and fpent millions. Thft 
king , having found a Ipot in the wood of 
Sennar, adapted for a hunting rendezvous^ 
the artful courtier bought the land, ere6ted 
an admirable lodge, known long after under 
the name of the king's lodge, and facrificed, 
it is feld, his fortune for the hoiiour bf re- 
ceivittg his majefty, and to fee^Hirti eat; a 
•peach. What'^is ftilJ more curious^ a^^l^ 
very moment he was ehjoying the hbricmrtif 
the king's prefenee, - hi* - CreditcH^ Were 
feifing on his furnituf e iat Paris. ~ This lodj^e 
by ife magnificence and tafte, cofl "a niilfioh 
of livr^.l WheflL the -king firft faw it, -with 

apleafing 
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i 

z pLeaiiug aftontfhmcnt^ a courtier, pbfer v:e<^ | 

that his majefty fhould haye a fimilar one. 
I aip not rich enough^ was the royal aa: 

Among the many ferious cohte^ whichAfinyuhr 

difturbance 

have arifeh between the courtiers, for the ^^^^^ 
moil: frivolous etiquettes, the following one is 
remarkable. 

At the njarriage of ;the late queen of 
France with Louis XVL^ theh datiphin, a 
diipute which |)ut all the court in a fiaone^ 
took place in confequence of a minuet. Tha 
king^ partial to the houfe of I^rraine^ de- 
cided that a lady of that family ihoidd dance 
immediately after the princefies of the blood. 
This dcciCiori alarmed tie dukes. They di- 
Tt&iy held a eonjhltdim at M de Brogho'^, 
count and bifliop, a^one of the moft ancient 
peers then at Paris. In Ipite of the horror, 
which the church muft feel on thd fufajef^ of 
dancings they <tifcu;fl^d^ dagcft^edy* aiod com*^ 

M poied 
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|)oDbd a memohr^ whiek the prelate v^^s to 
prcfcnt to his majeftjr, ^i^^ith the greatefl: 
&icmTaty. Moft of the nobility. had alio 
ligned this curious, remonjlrance on the iub.- 
je£l of a minuet^ to give it the more authority* 
The hou& of Lorraine, on their fide, pre- 
tended to a right to this prerogative, in con- 
ibquence of others it had enjoyed £rom time 
immemorial. 

; - The king f epiied to the remonftranfce of 
the dukes, by a letter remarkable fof 
its barbarcms French, humiliating apok^ies, 
and unkingly cfiftion. . - 
^iveT'and Tfac Icttcras given as a curious fpecimen 
ilit^'of of baJdi:bmpofition, and, finjniilar frivoiity.m 

- * ♦' .^ha' ambaflidDr^ of the emperor and em- 
jrdk^queen'j iii'an audience which he had 
©fifio^ Ji^aikedlnaicom his iriafter (and I 
anttdsiigcd to gisite credit to what he fays) 
diat i ivsrohMlbe pleafed ta:gb(re:fbme mark of 
ikOsaxSAm Xii^MsK^^ -at' the^ 

I r prefent 
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pfcCbxt xnaiTiage of my grandfoa with^ the 
arch-dntchels Antoinette* The dance ttt 
the ball being the only thing which is of no 
taaterial donfequence, fince the choice \^ 
the dancers, both ihen and women, («Jy 
depends on my will, without any diftindfcion 
pf places, ranks, or dignities, except the 
jprinces and princefles of my blood, who can- 
not be compared or placed in the rank with 
finy other Frenchman, and not chufing be* 
fides to innovate in any thing ufual at my 
court, I believe that the great (les grands) 
and the nobility, of my kingdom, in virtue of 
fubmiffion, attachment, and even friendfhip 
which they have ever Ihewn to me and my 
predeceflbrs will never do any thing which 
can difpleafe me, and above all in this pre- 
fent circumftance, where I defire to fhew to 
the emprefs my gratitude of the prefent Ihe 
has made, which I hope, as well as you, 
win m&ke the happinefs of the xeft of my 
days/' . . 

M z Thi» 
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This embarraiTed letter, it is Curious to 
obferve, confi^s ntstrly o£ a, Jing/e perio J / It 
is probably his majefty was its author ; he has 
no claims to the honour of being a fine writeri 
nor a. friend to an afthmatic reader. 

The matter did not here terminate. A 
great number of ladies invited on the occafiori 
were abfent from the ceremony. The dukes 
held aflemblies on this fatal minuet. It was 
under their patronage that a work which dif- 
plays uncommon erudition and tafte was 
pubhfhed* It is entitled, " An Effay on the 
Rank and Honours of the Court." This was 
anfwered by the Abbe Georget, in a volu- 
minous work, which difplayed ftill more 
erudition than, the former. - 
Refleaions What a Concatenation of frivolity docS" all 

on a C9urt 

minuet, f j^j3 exhibit ! The king fuffers a pretty girl 
to dance a minuet, and behold the nobility of 
France are , affembled, draw up remdn- 
ftrances, and their ladies banifh themfelves 
from court. The king writes a miferable 
' - letter. 
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letter, and two learned fchokrs produce two 
.curious works— and all this for a minuet I 

Voltaire has perfe6Hy charafterifed thefe voitaire's 
CjOurtiers hy two adryiirable vcrfes, who ^ ~'"*^"* 



Vont en pofte a Verfaille efliiyer des mepiist 

iQu'ils reviennent foudain rendre ex^ pofte a Paris. « 

Sujch were the timid, vile, and fervile 
jROurtiers. Difgufted and contemned at the 
court, they crawled in all th^ dirty and cor- 
rupt p»tltf of intrigue ; but haughty, vain, 
and iniblent at Paris, they infulted the nation 
by aa oftentatious magnificence, and a con-^ 
tinned ufurpation of thp juft rights of their 
fellqw citizens. 



•^ 



Latterly when their poverty was greater The court*- 

* ers marry 

than their pride, they condefcended to inter- i"a .frt"! 
marry with families who, without having 
to boaft of the honours of nobility, had ac- ^ 
^uiried the immenfe fortunes of commercial 
i M 3 {peculation. 
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ipeexilation. T^ nobles wanted the money 
which the financiers had accumulated, an4 
the financiers wanted the honours of the 
noblesu The financier can only he regarded 
as a robber of D^agnitude, and the noble wa^ 
the receiver of the ftolen goods. When 
thefe lords married into obfcure but rich 
families, they ufed to call this a^t, taking 
dung to fatten their eftates. They too often 
latterly really diihonoured themfclVes by 
Ihameful marriages. Many of the nobility 

* 

were united to frojiitutes^ and opera dancers. 
It h very probable thsit this bfecame' a- 
fafhion in confequence of the example of 
Louis XV. who placed altnoft on his throne, 
a woman, who had been, at an early age, 
proftituted to the embraces of the Ipweft 
clafles ; but felefted by the debauched tafte 
of this monarch, he exhibited himfelf and her 
as a Ipeftacle to all Europe ; and paved the 
way to that execration which every honeft 
ifean feels, at the view of a diffolutc, cner- 

vated^ 
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vated, zv4 deipotiq . priivie. But,^ fua 
ftiine in wbkh ihh b«4 «f ipkndi*^ flftvw 
baCked >ad. wa)»ton«d» .^^ pa^— — TBbx 

lived, 

Rcgardleft'of the fwetrpijagf^^hirt^iiciPs fwa)S 
TbatltufhM iff grim repofe, expeds his cvtkuog^ f^^Y*^ 



The following anecdote will amufe the ^coun *«!«. 

O • latgr it an 

• % % ■!• • i» rt^\.^ unfair critic 

poetical reader, and cq(iyuice him of what, of veriet 

* written 

perhaps he is ready to acknowledge, tbat^ a *«*^^ ^ 
vile flatterer at court i§ an unfair "critiq of 
thofe verfes which are not adapted to give 

pleafure to his patron or patronels* " \ 

■ ' • •- 

The Duchefs of Poligxiac,. being pregcumt, 
to be nearer the queen, in order to pay h?r 
utmoft attention to her royal friend, in the 
iummer of 1781, had begged of Madanjie 
de Bouflers, to permit her to rent her houfe, 
at Auteil, celebrated for its gardens laid out 
in the Englilh >tafte. This lady extremely 
^tt^ched to this little place, which had long 

M 4 formed 
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formed her favourite employment^ and not 
being defirous^ however, of difbbiiging the 
po«(rerftil Dutchefs, anfwered hey demand, 
by the following verfes. 

Tout ce que vous voyes, conipire a vos defirs* 
Vo& JQurs toi^ours ierpins couknt dzx^ ]f^ plaiilfSy 
^'empire en eft pour vbus Tislqpuiiable fource ; 
Ou fi quelque icbagrin en interrompt la coutfe^ 
Le courtifan, foigneux a les eQtretenir» 
BfempreiTe a Uefl^cer^dcr votrc fouvenur* 
Moi }c ftiis feuie ici, quclqu* ennui qui me prcfle, 
Jc n*cn-vois dans^mbn fo^ aucun qui Vijjtercfle ; 
4 £t n'ai pour tout plaifir). Madame> qUe ces fleurs, 

po^it Ic parfijm exquis vipnt charmer mes douleurs. 

- ^ ;^ sAll that you fee cboHpm tb jonr defire$, 
Your life fcreneJy flows amid the pleafurcsj 
The empire is to you tJi* eternal fourcc ^ 

' " Or if fomf little cafe arrpfts ita courfe- - • 
Thftcouitier, watgh(M| ftill tojguardit fair, ^ 
Haftcns to blot it from your memory. 
Here I alone, though many a care perplex,- - * 
Sm none who feel an intereft for me, 
And fend no other pleafurc than thefc flowers, ., 

Whofe cxqaifite perfume can chartn my grief. 

■' . 

TJie Putchefs of Polignac having (hew^ 
thefe verfes as an obliging turn Madame 

de Boufiers 
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^dt Bouflers had taken to refufe her ; the adu-r 
lators of this royal favourite, formd them exr 
tremely bad, and imagined that in this 
' ixianner they might gratify their patronefs. 
The criticilnas of thefe j^tellites of this court 
planet,, were conveyed to Madame Bou-* 
flers-r-I am forry, repHed the ingenious lady, 
fox poor Racine ; for they are its. And in 
^61 thefe beautiful verfes are to be found irjt 
the Britannicus, A61 II, Scene 3, 

In 1 78a, the moft interefting object which Enormous 

, ^ bankniptcy 

prefents ifclf, is the bankruptcy of the PrinceA*^'^^^^ 

* X ./ - prmce. 

cje Guemenee, the great Chamberlain of 

» 

France, and the Princefs, the Governante* 
of the royal family^ Qfteii talked of, it 
found no believers, till the magnificent ruin 
appeared. . They were , continually making 
new loans, and a^ the confidence of the 
leaders did not fail, tfeiey were enabled, for a* 
confiderable time, to pay their arrears, but 
a^ fhe' lame time, cnorrooufly fwelled the 

2 ma(s 
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mafs of their debts* The public awakened 
from its delufion, ao more lenders appeared; 
aixd a bankruptcy wgs anrvounced, amounting 
to the amazing fum of twenty-five to thirty 
mllions! This . magnificent lord fuddenly 
difappeared, and a general defolation took 
place at Paris ; flich was the number of his 
creditors, and fuch the excefs of the failure*^ 
The houfe of the Rohans, of whom the 
Prince was the head, were diftra6ied, and 
tlie Prince of Soubife, fince the fatal an- 
nounce^ neither eat nor flept. The fteward 
of the prince was arretted, with feveral othfer 
officers and brokers employed by him. A 
decree of the king's council was paifed, tQ 
feize every thing belonging to the cftate,, 

« * 

The life annuities which the bankrupt Prince 
had^granted, amounted to above two inillions 
of livres. In this fum are included a con- 
fxderable number of penfions made to mu-» 
ficians, fingers, opera dancers j for this mag- 
nificent lord had a concert, a theatre, ax)4 

• 

Cv^ry 
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every other appendage of extra\ragant p^-r 
price, which might haften his ruin. 

O4 examination; his lady the prince^ wae* 
found to have equally participated in the 
bankruptcy of her hufband, and had afleaft 
equalled him in every fpecies of hixurious 
expence. Sh(? indeed, vox only received the 
w^ges for her attendants and equipages, but 
ihe expended them on her own private plea- 
fures, ^nd granted them life annuities in 
their place. She now received her dif- 
miffion from court, and the princ? retired to 
Navarre, was there retained by the order of 
bis majefty. 

If the houfe of Rqhan feft through all its a nowcmaa 
branches, diflionour and diftrstdWon, on this S?°™bIIk5 
fatal occafion, there was one at leaft who 
appeared to glory in it. The great almoner, 
brother to the Prince de Guemeni, confidcred 
ihis extraor4inary bankruptcy as an honour* 
ble diftin^on for his houfe. He faid, t6af 
there was ^onfy cm king or one Rohan who 

could 
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fould make an equal bank f up tcy. And indeed 
it was obferved at the time, that the kings 
of Sardinia, Sweden, Denmafk, Poland, and 
Naples, could not poffibly iniitjtte th? Prince 
de Guemeitc^ 

-The infamous confolation. of the great 
almoner was properly anfwered by, the Mare- 
ehale dc Luxembourg. ^ Wh^n (he . was 

♦ 

told by a-Gourtiej tlifit.jthc' failure of the 
l^rince.de Gvjern^nej^ was.the hflnkrupcy of a 
fovereigni fh^ anfwej-ed ; yeg, but it is to be 
hoped it will be the ^aft a6l oi Jovereignty 
made b}' die- hpii-fe of Rohan. All the 
higher nobility indeed were not diipleafed at 
this events fo: humiliating to the Rohans, 
whofc pretenfions and powers had long been 
the objeft of court hatred ^jid enyy, 

Several of this illyftriqug family, attempted, 
to fave the di(honpur of their, family, by r^r . 
tirement. The Princefs oif Mari^a^it was faid- 
in the height of court favour, . v^fithdrew into 
the irkfome folitude of a convent, and gave up 

her 



t H E CO IJ R t. j^', 

her revenues to mamtain the honour of her 
honfe, if -if were poffible. But every day ex- 

* 

poled fbme new infamy of the Prince. Since 
the war he had employed agents at Bfeft, 
and in almoft all the ports, to fcduce the pool- 
failors, and other fea-faring perfbns, who 
returning home either with -prizes, or other 
profitSj were deceived by an appearance of 
placing their little fortune to nngular advan- 

ft 

tage. It was thus he feized on an imtnenfe 
property, to ferve him to payhi^ penfibns to 
opera dancers. Such, however, was the 
violent clamour among this honeft and rough 
clafs, that theking thought proper to appeafe 
them, by an immediate diftribution of 
money. 

On this occafion Mademoifelle Guimard, c^'<»us le*- 

' ter of Ma- 

that refined courtezan, alike capable of every cdma!!l,V 
extravagance of debauchery, and grandeur dc oucme- 
of foul, as the anecdotes relative to her fuf- """^"P^'y- 

« 

ficiently prove, wrote the following letter, 
which throws over the voluptuoufhefs of a 

prodigal 
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prodigal, t veil of a delix:ate texture^ It 
renders engaging what fliould excite our al>* 
hprrence, and fbftena vice of half its repuU 
fion, by taking away all its groflhefs. It i* 
written with art and elegance. 

Letter from Mademoiielle Gmmard, and 
oAer dancers of the opera to the prince of 
Soubife. 

Mv L0RD> 

Accuftomed, I and my companions) to 
poffefs you amidfts us^ every evening .in the 
Lyrical Theatre, we have obferved with re- 
gret of the bittereft nature, that you have 
levered yourfelf not only from the plealure of 
the reprefentation, but that not one of us, 
had been fummoned to thofe delicious ^rf/V- 
Jbupers, where frequently we have alternately 
had the happinefs of pleafing and amufing 
you. Fame has too well informed us of the 
caufe of your folitude* Hitherto we have 
been fearful to trouble you ; compellmg our 
fenfibility to yield to our relpeft, we had not 

3 yet, 
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yet dared to break the (ilence, without the 
prefling motive to which our delicacy can xxo 
longer refiflr. 

We had always flattered ourfelves, my 
Lord, that the bankruptcy (for we muft em- 
ploy this term with which all the polite cir- 
cles, gazettes, France and all Europe refbund) 
that t;he bankruptcy of the prince deGuemene 
would not be fo enormous as it was firft de- 
clared; that the wife precautions taken by 
the king to infm'e to the claimants their juft 
proportions; to (hun the charges and dcpre- 
dations more dreadful than the failure itfelf^ 
would not fruftrate the general expedation : . 
but the diforder has no doubt rifen to fo ex- 
ceffive an height,, that no hope remains* 
yVc judge" of this, by the generous facrijices 
to which imitating your example^ the principal 
heads of your illuiirious houfe refign them- 
felves. 

We ihould confider ouffelves as guilty of 
atrocious ingratitude, . my lord, if we did not 

alfo. 
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alfb, imitating y oii iri aflifting your buHtaniiyi 
if we did not bring to you the pennons 
which your munificence lavifhed on us; 

Ap'ply thefc feVehiies, my lord, to the re- 
lief of fb many fufFeririg officers, of fo many 
poor men of letters, o^ fd niatny unfortunate 
domeftics, whom the prince de Guemene^ 
drags mto the kbyis with himfelf. For us, we 
have other refouf-ces J We Ihall have loft no- 
thing, my lord, if you will prelefve f6r us 
your efteem } we fhall eveii be gaihets, if in 
refufing stt prefent your favours, we fhall 
compel our detraftors to agree, that we were 
not entirely unworthy of them. 

We are with the.moft profound reipefty 
&c. 

From the box of Mademoifelk GuimardV 
Friday, 6 December, 1782- 

. The accounts of th^e prince Hood thus.- 
There were to pay 

1,800,000 iivres in life annuities, 
4,000,000 in perpetual anuuitie^^f 



Th 



ere 
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There were only 500,090 livres of real 

m 

Income 1 Madame de Marian, and tli^ 
Cardinal de Rohan took oq Uiemfelves to pay 
the fmdll debts ^ which othprwife would hav^ 
](xiined about one thoufand five hundred 
families! 

Oii thii oCcafioQ X^uis X VL behaved with 
great firnuiefsk After feveral unfuccefeful 
applications^ the prince de Soubife was the 
bearer of a letter from h^s relation the prince 
de Ouemene to the kii^g, but his majefty 
tbrew it unopened into the fire, in adding, 
I will hear no r^ore ; tell him that he mu^ 
not flatter himfelf ever to appear befora vat 
till his debts are paid» 



The late Manuel in his HiAory of the Po^ Anec4cuot 

Widows 

Jice of Paris, has given an anecdpte r6{pe6Hng Jj^^^f 
the duk« of Chartres (Egalite) that is by tto 
means improbablei. He notices a clai$ qf 
Women who in the public places of amufc- 
ment, take pleafuf e in pointing at the mdows 
i N ' whofe 
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whofe hujbands^ arc yet alive ^ and claim pre- 
cedence of thofe Penelopes*—— Who is fhe in 
the riext box at the playhoufe, whofe dia- 
monds are fo brilliant and fo thickfet ? cries 
the virtuous daughter of Penthievre. — Don't 
you know her, anfwers the lady flie fpokc 
to-^'^She is your hujband's kept mifirefs ! He 
-tells us alfb that the late prince de Conti^ 
who, like fo many other courtiers, fell a 
martyr to debauchery, gave to an opera girl 
one day a coach and three hundred louis^ 
which flie immediately fpent with one of his 
own muficians. Of another this prince faidv 
•** I have taken her, I cannot tell why ; I keep 
her, I cannot tell wherefore, and fhe has 
already coft me above one thoufand louis, for 
which- r can give no reafbn." And yet, 
(Compared with fome of his companions, 
tl4e';;prinG€.dQes not appear by any means 

. , Tkk, military crols of .the corps of Saint 
Louis had been inftituted by Louis XIV. as 

an 
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All konourable recompence for thofe whoiiad The mUi- 
difliiiguiflipd thetnfelves in ;war, and haddit^iTiJ 

thie Chev4« 

.afterwards degenerated into a mark of honour ak»* 

for every officer who had ferved for the ^ace 

of twenty years. In thus multiplying the 

bearers of this crofs, it*s value became, every 

day lefs and lefs, at length the court degraded 

. it till it became contemptible* It was now 

the badge of infamy, the Ipurious ho- 

iiour of a Parafite, a Pandar, or any other 

vermin of the court* It was often obtained 

, by perfbns who long confined for their ill 

. condud in prifbn, thought proper to get 

themfelves decorated by this military mark 

of honour. M, de Sauvigny, becaufe he 

wrote an indifferent poem for the count 

d'Artois, received thiscrofs; and as he was 

known not to be the braveft man in the ♦ 

world, it afforded' fome entertainment, to fee 

him wear this ornament, which bears for itg 

motto, ' 

Virttitis bellicaB pramiiim. 
The p^izc of ixiilitary virtue. 

N» It 
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TheFrenck It Wa$ tKc boaft of the French natioot 

under the 

•rwomro. ^^ ^y ^ virtue of their Salic law, they 
were not governed by a woman. It is cer- 
tain however, that nothing islefs true ; for 
it was e^^r a'miftrefs of the king, or the 
minifter, (though lately a queen,) who di- 
tedcd the affairs of government. Neither of 
the three laft monarchs of France, were 
ablbhite at home. The women influenced 
every department of government. They 
appointed minifter^, generals, bifhops, &c» 
Mademoifelle Arnoulx, connected with the 
Bifhop of Orleans,' had under her direftions 
' the feiiilk des benefices ; and not only ap- 
pointed her creatures to, or fold the vacant 
" beneficed, but more than once direfted her 
Singular prefeiitations by a whiiii. It was thus, that 
thecapri- flic gavc ffic bifhooric of Grajfe to an abbe, 

clous mode ^ . "*■ u/ , 

B^fho'^^and becaufe he was remarkable for a meagre and 
lank countenance. *Kerfaint, lately guillo- 
tined, was appointed to the commanH^ of the 

Jphigenia^ a frigate, becaufe he was a great 

admirer 
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admirer of the 9peri^ of that name, ip which 
£he performed the principal, pharaftcr ! 

The w>men indeed greatly contributed to The iWnaie 

fex greatly 

propagate the dogmas of the revolution. It JSJr^* 
has been obferved, that the chri^Uan religioa 
was in its infant ilate, cheriihed.ai^ pro*^ 
tefted by the female i'ex. Whatever ia ad- 
drefled to the imagination by an ideal per* 
fedlion, and engages by its novelty, is con- 
genial^ to the lively feniibility of the feminino 
mind. The beautiful proi^efbi -opened by 
the modern philofophers, enchanted their 
imaginatipn. But another ca^fe occurred 
which made the female part of the. natj^9ii, 
the vot^rifts of the philofophexs. AH th* 
women^ of the fecoad prder, a»d thft "Wealthy 
Bourgeoifesy could not patiently fuffer that 
immenie diftance which thfi ladies of rank^ 
and the whole nobility^ had formed between 
them. They delighted in a Revolution which 
(hould place them on a level wijh thffe 
higher orders ; and they have ,cO'pp€»'ated as 

N 3 much 
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much as they could, with the democratic 
part of the nation. A French writer in 1 782, 
fays, " You cannot think with what au 
energy the fair fex a6l, and what an afcen- 

ft 

dancy they have on the other, in this country<r 
I am of opinion, that the nobility take tooT 
much advantage over them, and they treat 

with too much contempt the Plebeians, 

* • . 

The' l^ws-are ohly'niade ftridt^ againft thefo 
lattef ? "whoever isa-lord^ or prote6ted by a 
Jerd^dpenly dares to brave them,'' 
* 3jouis'5CVI. defpbtic as was the monarchy 
of Ffaricef dould not have dared to punifli a 
jninifter'j this required 3^ iirmnefs and ari 
intrepidity which he never pdffefTed. The 
numerous colleague? of the ininiftcr,' wouH 

• ♦ • 

have cried oiit facrilege, * No man was ever 
fo black 4t the court -of France,- biit ineans 
were ready to render him as white as (how, 
3ut were there (pots of fo dark' a -nature, that 
Ro ftrt could efface 'themji a ^ducal cloak 

r 

CPVer^ all j an4 th^ pondign '{mniflttnent of 
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tlic moft infamous, was an order to retire to 
his magnificent villa ! There was an invin- 
fible chain running through all the branches 
of the adminiftration; 'a link could not be 
broken without the moft imminent periL 
Often muft the honeft heart of Louis XVI. 

have groaned, at feeing his integrity baffled; 

• » • « 

and often muft he have been fenfible, that to 
break this chain of corruption, required a 
power more than human, nothing lefs than 
a fupernatural influence* But this will bc 
the fubjed of our next article* 
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dcfcribed on 

to the throne 



TT TE Ihall attempt to dcfcribe the fitu« 
^ ^ ation of Louis XVL at the moment 
the youthful monarch afcended the throne^ 
Louis X Vt dicj, a prince of only twenty years 
(liccceds. At firft he had no other council, than 
the advice which the late dauphin, his father, 
had left him in his own hand writing. This 
^ecious gift was not to bt opened till the fou 

was 
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was feated on the throne. Louis X VL with 

All imaginable ardour haftened to open the 

fiianufcript, that he might with a religious 

veneration, perform its contents. He ob-^^'^^*"* 

ferves, that his father adyifes him to invite Lc«er to hi 

to courts for his Mentof , M. de Machault, as 

the moft able perfon to direft his fteps, when 

the weight of royalty fhould fall on him, at a 

period, when the only means to fiipport i% 

coiild yet be a redlitude of intention, and a 

defire of benevolence. Faithful to the wiflies 

of his father the youthful Louis, immediately 

takes a pen, and writes the following letter to 

M. dc Machauh,' 

» 
** In the juft grief which overwhelms* me, 
and which I participate with all the kingdom, 
I have great duties to fulfil ; I am king, and 
this name includes all my obligations. But I 
have only twenty years, and I have not 
aecjiilred all the knowledge neceflary for my 

I fituatidn. 
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fitviatran, and ^o, I. inuft not foe. any of the 
miniftcrs, fince they have all been, with tl^^ 
king during, his contagious, diftemper,. The 

confidence which I repofe in. your ..probity, 

' • I 

and your profound knowledge in affaii:s, in- 
diices me to defireyOu-would^aflift me with 
your advice. Comt as fooiji 'a^ your can 
poffibly, and you will do me a great plea- 

... , 

'; '- ' ' - : -• Loujs.'* 

• * 

^ M. de Machault merited in every refpe^l 
the confidence of the young monarch. He 
had lone been the minifter of finances axid of 
law under Louis XV. It appears that he 
had been difmifled from hi« employments in 
the reign of the preceding monarch, becaufe 
he was defirous of obliging the clergy, (that 
numerous and untaxed body in the ftate) to 
pay the taxes like other citizens. Louis XV. 
had fupported him for fbme time againft his 
enemies, but the ecclefiaftical cftbal repeated 

their 
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1 

tiieir efforts, aiid Louis XV. yielded*. Since: 
1.1, 
his difinimon M. de Machault lived on hid 

eftat6 in the dccpeft retirement, efteemedby- ^ 

every honeft man, and hated by the clergy. ^ 

There now remained' nothing wanting but 

the direftion of the letter, to fend it to M. 

Machault; but whether it was a natural*. 

timidity, or a defire of confirming the good-^^ 

rieis of his choice, Louis XVI.- went -to hU 

aunt Mademoifelle Adelaide; communicates 

to her the intentions of his father, and ihews 

the letter he had in conieqiience writtep, but 

jiot addreffed. ' The priricefs approves hiff 

Conduft, and even defires her nephew to 



* This appears by an ixtraA from a letter, written by* 
X'Ouis XV. to his £ivourite dai^hter the dutchefs p£ 
parma. It is prefcrved by the author of tlie private Life 
of Lotiis XV. The king wrote, *t.They have done 

.(o much that they have forced me to difmifs Machault* 
the man pf my heart; I fliall never forgive myfelf"— *■ 
This tirait admirably depifls the character of Louis XV^ 
Jt. fliews his din^onpurable love of eafe ; a dellre of a6ling 

, Rightly; a difcer^ment to perceive what was right, and a 
fufebJcnefs which rendered all his defires abortive. 

fend 
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fead dffjSi courier jmmediatcly with the lettcri ^ 
The Ipilg unfortunately keeps- rt back fey era! 
hours. Mademoifellc Adelaide, as moil: 
ladies would naturally do, informs her female 
Ijiite of the^ choice of the prime ininifter. 
The news dart$ like lightning, and the 
ilarm is fpread among the courtiers. Every 
one among this iycophantic fwarm, dreaded 
the integrity, and the auftere virtues of the 
mini&er now to be called as the pilot of the 
realm. Sopn iijitrigue is put ia motion,' and 
corruption follows ; * one hundred thoufand 
crcJwns are Qffered to a lady (who was well 
known to have ?i great influence ove;- the 
mind of the princefs,) if (he was to be flic- 
cefsful in changing the choice in favour of 
M. Maurepas. This gentleitiah had been 
minifter at the juvenile age of fifteen, and 
had been difmiffed at thirty. . He poffeffed 
a fund of intrigue and good nature although 
now advanced in life, he was known for 
having lived a life of diffipation, and to be of 

a temper 
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a temper pliant to all, whil^ he remained in 
office* M. de Maurepas, in a word, was the 
perfbn adapted to the views of thefe courtiers, 
^Icfirous of prolonging the abufes of the 
late reign. The hundred thouiand crowns 
tempted the lady of honour, and (he adroitly 
infiuuated to the princeis, diat the choice c£ 
M. de Machault would not fail of offending 
the clergy, that in confequence the com*- 
raencement of the new reign- would be^ 
ftormy ; in (hort, (he contrived to alarm 
Mademoifelle Adelaide; this princeis hafl:en$ 
-to difclofe her anxiety to the king, and the 
-unfortunate Louis XVI. naturally timid, 
and now dreading the confequences of this 
hiS' fir ft a6l of royalty, he fuii(hed by dii'efting 
-fli^ (kfne letter to the count de Maurepas ! 

It wis thus, that in his firft ftep towards 

the throne, he fell into a :net; and this firfl: 

error was the feitile (burce of a thouiand 

• others; Theold Maurepas, on the brink of 

\hlk tomb, immediately thought .it.Jieceflany 

to 



to feciire friends^ who, in extolling him every 

. where, concurred in maintainnig him in the 

place of great vifier. To augment their 

number, he bought them in all modes. T^ 

fbipe he gave penfions ; for others, he made 

new offices ; and by thefe means haftened the 

ruin and deficit of the finances. What, in-^ 

deed, had this nobleman donie to be raifed ta 

the important poft of prime minifter ? He 

. pofleffed great gaiety; wrote epigrams ; was a 

iorver of every kind of frivolity and diffipa^ 

' tion ; and no man loft by being his friend* 

He was an accomplifhed gentleman, but an 

. unikilful minifter. Such a premier, there- 

fore, could not but be grateful to the diffolute 

courtiers of Verfiiilles. Such fatal confer 

quences never arofe from changing the ad- 

drels erf* a letter. 

Anecdotes oi* Maurepas, foon called to his aid M. Turgot^ 

'as minifter of finances. This latter, fome fay ^ 

brought with hinrnarrow view^ and mifera- 

.ble^orras, biijt hislprobity isacknowledgedby 

all 



'all partlegi Turgot wasy as we ha'^e^meiv- 
tioned, of the feft of the Economifts. The 
following anecdote leoncerning his elevation 
is extremely curious. When he was elected in- 
to office, the choice was by no means agreea- 
ble to thofe Economifts themfel ves, who were 
admitted into the eleufyiiian myfteries of the 
Ibciety. This naturally excited great fur- 
prife When they were a(ked, how it hap- 
pened that they were not cjiarmed with the 
promotion of one of their members, to the 
place . of comptroller general ?• Becaufe^ 
they replied, . Turgot is ah horieft m^n;^he 
will yet maintain the edifice, for Ibme time, 
by continued little props ; and fuch a man 
we. do not want-r-rWho would you have incunou, 

-,-» nix^? -I anecdote of 

ms placet .was.alfced.i iCalonne they. an- t^^^Econg- 
-fwered — Calonne ! wljat Calonne, the greatefl: 
of diffipatori ?^-^ Ye^i Galonne (the Econo- 
mifts ahraj's inf^.ejred) her.will finifh to dif- 
iipateall the finances; hfe in a ^ovt^iii^^ 
^v •' ^ v-^ «♦ - y'u V • ; .. « * wiU 

\ '1 » ■ 



mifts. 
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will haften the fall of the edifxce^ and m 
then Jfjall form a new one i 

At firft the ele6tion of Turgot excited a 
national enthuiiafm. It appeared as if the 
Saturuian age was returning. Yet under this 
philofopher the nation was not fb happy as 
was expeded. The government corrected 
many of the proprieties (all exclusive rights) 
and one part of the nation was crufhed to 
relieve the other. Liberty was the word of 
the Economifts, at the iamc moment, (faid 
(bme,) that the moft arbitrary power was 
exerted againft the prefcribed part. This 
c;ondu6l was glaringly contradiftory. Turgot 
anfwered one> who made this obfervation-- 
** The right of contradicting me^ is part of 
that liberty which I would eftabliih*" 

Among the reforms, or rather the liberty 

which Turgot was deiirous of inftituting, » 

pleafant circumftance took place m cionfe- 

quehce of the edift which fuppreffed tfli cor*- 

porations, and allowed every mian to take up 

what 
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what profeffion he chofe. A perfbn who had AiKc<)ote of 

one who 

no profeffioa at all, and was m great want of IJ^JjJ'J ^/^l 
One, invented a new mode of livelihood, by 
Joying majfes^ He ufed tp enter feveral 
churches every day, and get his half-crown. 
He was at length difcovered, and taken up. 
Interrogated on the reafon of his facriiegious 
occupation, he drew out of his pocket, his 
majefty*s edi6l, which fiippreffed all corpora^ 
tions^ and faid, " It is in virtue of this liberty 
granted to every one, to take up what trade 
he chuies, that I have made myfelf a prieft.' 
I know no profeffion ; I muft live, and I find 
I can do the duty of. the mafs extremely 
well. You may aik thofe who have been 
prefent at hundreds of mine/' 

The parliament of Paris oppofed with 
their remonftrances the innovations of Tur- 
got. The court confeffed that they had 
been miftaken, the enlightened Turgot was 
difmified,' and things were reinftated on 
their old footing. It muft be acknowledged, 

O that 
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that fuch a diveriity of fyftems rapidly fol- 
lowing each other, could not but juftly 
Irritate the nation ; whom, like an unhappy 
convift, every quack was allowed to try his 
experiments on* 

Sftl^wkl '^^^ ^^^' ^^^ quack was Necker, who 
was likewife introduced by Maurepas. — - 
Necker had originally been a banker, and 
had enriched himfelf, by the ufual means of 
(peculation, and intrigue, and it is faid^ that 
his connexion with the infamous abbe Ter* 
rai (who confidered the people as fo many 
beafts of burthen) did more credit to his 
political views, than to that afFedlation of 
public good which he afterwards profeffed. 
We fhall not decide on' his charafter* He 
Certainly promifed miiaicles ; but it is now a 
late age* to perform them. He alfo amufed 
the nation with fever al publications. Vol- 
taire did tt6t think highly of the books of our 
financier, ^as appears by the following anec- 

dote. ^ Whfcn a work of Necker's was lent 

to 
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t6 this wit for his opinion, he wrote for an- 
fwer, " I do not know of any writings of 
M. Necker which are better than his bills of 
exchange.'* Necker at lengrfi became 
comptroller general, and, it is {aid, that 
when he was once firmly fixed in this place^ 
his views were by no means confonant with 
thofe of his patron Maurepas, and his ma- 
jefty. He enjoyed, however, the confidence 
of the nation; the bankers and the pro- 
tcftants were particularly devoted to him; 
for he was a banker and a proteftant. The 
proteftant expeded to receive under his ad- 
miniftration, the rights of a citizen, and the 
banker to participate in feme profitable 
loan. 

The great work putlilhed in his* name (for 

■N ' . 

d'Alembert and others it is believed, affiftcd 
him) was the Compte rendu, or the balance 
of France. It had hardly been publilhed a {^w 
hours when twelve thoufand copies were fold* 
The Royale and moft other printing offices, 

O 2 could 
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jtpould not fatisfy the' eager demands of tK^' 
public. It was an extraordinary novelty for 
the French nation, who had not been a:c* 
cuftomcd to fee their minifters of finance 
condefceftd to offer them aftate of it*s fitua- 
tion, and . place under their own eyes their 
prefent and pafled accounts. It was a 
dangerous experiment. The enthufiafm 
fpread through all claffes, and every French- 
man marvelled and exulted^ 

It was too capital a production to efcape 
critical farcafm. The count de Lauragais, 
famous for his bon mots, made the following ' 
pun ; he faid it was not un Compte rendu^ but 
un Conte bleu. It happened to be fewed un- 
luckily in blue covers. The following hu-v 
morous advertifement defcribes it not amils. 
It is proper to obferve, that the authoi:s arc 
faid to have been dV^llembert, de la Harpe, 
two Abbes, a Clerk, and M. Necker. " The 
Balance of France, a Romance, in quarto, 
imitated from the. Ififh account by Law. 

Tranfl^ted 
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Tranilated by a focicty df men of letters, 
and preceded by an epiflle, dedicated to the 
kingy by M, Keeker; with the approba- 
tion of the anti-turgbtifb; anti-economifts } 
exchange {peculators of France and Europe, 
su well as of all ftock-jobbers.'* 
. We do not pretend from ourfelves to 
decide on the char^6ler and views of Necker. 
By what can be gathered from various quar- 
ters, it would appear, that he had an infktiable 
ambition; and as was (aid at the time of his 
recall, that he feemed to afpire to the throne 
itfelf, and become Necker I. It would alfb 
appear that the evils of France are to be at- 
tributed to him. He attempted to regenerate 
(fays the author of the Lettres Hiftoriques) a 
great natioij; he has bewildered it, he has loft 
it, and he at length finiihes by lofing himfelf. 
He may, therefore, be compared to that 
madman Eroftratus, who burnt the Ephefian 
temple, that his name might be preferved* 

03 It 
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It is yirtU known that Mrs. Netkicr was the 
fccrct ipring of her hufband^s^dions. 
Louis XVI. . Ix)uis XVI. aopcars to have ieifed h% 

obfervations 

^ ^"^''' charaaer with juft difcrimioation. The 
following anecdote is given on good an* 
thority. After his majefty had a long con-^ 
ferenqc. with Necker^ he told Maurepas.— 
V I have feen your -friend, we muft employ 
him for the maintenance of credit, but we 
muft bind his hands in other refpe6b. He is 
an ambitious, adventurous and daring man. 
It feems after what he has infinuated to me, 
that he confiders himfelf capable of being 
prime miniftcr." Maurepas promifed to 
keep him meiely a^ diredor erf* the finances. 
" You will fee,'* continued the king, " that 
he won't reft there." 

caionnc Aftcr thc firft difmiffion of Necker, fuc- 
ceededCalonne, a man not lels ambitious^ nor 
Icfs dangerous; but diifferent in this, that he 
was a polifhed arid abjeft courtier. It ^ill be 
fufficient to obferv?, that he was a favourite 

with 
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with the queen; and that he would refufo 
iio prodigality whenever it furthered his 
^iews. A proper miniftcr for the exhaufted 
tjfeafury of a ruined nation! 
. ^ His charaSer is forcibly depicted by , an 
anecdote in our article of The Queen, 
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It isr fuppc^ed, that by an article in the curiou* 

anecdote of 

treaty of peace, made with France in 176 1, p^de"«"5 
by England, the court of France was re-inpocmt 



ilrained from increafi;ig its navy by building 
Xiew men of wan In confequence of this 
fiippofition, moft of the French provinces 
made a Spontaneous gift to his majefty of a 
man of war. Thus many of the French 
(hips bear provincial names; iiich are the 
Languedoc; the Bourgognej the Bretagne, 
&:c. Thefe prefents were gratefully received 
by that illuftrious beggar, the monarch of 
France ; who though he might have agreed 
to obtain peace on the humiliating terjais of 
mt huilding men of war, had not confented 

O 4 to 
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to refufc thofe which might he given to him; 
But it was not the intereft of the court, that 
thefe patriotic gifts fhould be too - much 
noticed by the nation, nor England, In 
January 1762, M. Colardeau^ had cele^ 
bratcd in a poem, entitled " Patriotifin,'* 
the various and honourable gifts, which the 
different bodies of the kingdom had volun- 
tarily haftened to offer to his majefty. This 
poem was not allowed, when firft written, 
to be printed. Such indeed was the rigour 
of the Police on this head, that the confec^ 
tioners^ having formed in their fweetmeats, 
and other fugared alleg6ries, feveral ingeni-^ 
ous monuments to mark the patriotic fer- 
vour, the officers vifited the ft^ops^ and pul-« 
verifed thefe fweet and political morfels. 
At length the enthufiafm of the nation was 
permitted to take its . range, and a Ihort 
time afterwards the poem of Colardcau was 
approved by the court; and a confiderablc 
nuttiber of patriotic ^oems, and fweetmeats 

appeared 
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appeared at the lame time. Such was the 
wavering irrefolution, and the minute pru- 
dence of the court, and the Pohce ! Such 
the patriotifin and frivolity of the French! 

All thefe poems were not fo excellent as a iiamour. 

out political 

the fweetmeats. The artifts in lugar ftic-^^^ ' 
cccded much better than thofe in verfe. 
Among the little pieces which inundated 
Paris, on this occafion, the following hu- 
mourous one by Voltaire, to excite the fame , 
paffion in, or to ridicule the inon-patriotifin of 
the Clergy has too much merit to be pafled 
over in filence. It is a pleafant latire on the 
ecclefiaftics, 

EoctraSi from the Gazette of London^ 20/iS 

February 9 1762. 

** We learn that our neighbours the 

French are animated as much as ourfelves, 

by the fpirit of patriotifrn. Several bodies 

of that kingdom, have figi^alized their zeal 

for 
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for their king and country* They yield cvea 
the neceflaries of life to furnifh Ihips, and 
ive are given to underftand that the Monks^ 
who alfo fhould love the king, will, no 
doubt, beftow their rich fuperfluities,** 

<* We are informed that the BenediBinesj 
who poffefs about nine millians of livres of 
revenue in the kingdom of France, will 
furnifh, at leaft, nine fhips of the firft rate. 
- That the Abbot of Citeaux, a very impor- 
tant perfonage in the ftate, fijpce he pofleffes 
without contradiction, the fineil vineyards of 
Burgundy, and the ampleft tuns, will aug* 
' ment the marine with fome of his calks* 

ft 

At prefent he is building a palace^ which 
will coft him a million and /even hundred 
tboufand livres^ and he has already fpent^/ifr 
hundred tboufand Uvrei^ in hudlding a chapel 
to'the glory of God ; he is now preparing to 
build ihips for the glory cf the king." 

■" This edifying examjple, we are alfb 
tofonned, ^Yili be followed by Clairvaux, 

- Though 
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Though the vineyards of Clairvatx. are not 
£o confiderable as thofe of Citeaux, but as it 
poSeffes /brty thoufand acres of fbreft, and 
other wood lands, it certainly is very capa- 
ble of building feveral good fhips." 
' ^' This will be followed by the Chartreux, 
who, indeed, were the firft to enter into the 
pr6je6l, becaufe they are very nice in pro- 
viding their tables with the beft fifli, and it is 
therefore^ their iritereft to have an bpen fea. 
They enjoy three millions of revdnue ia 
France, all which is fpent in procuring the 
fiaeft turbots and foals. It is faid that they 
will give oiit of their three millions, three 
fine fhips of the line. 

" The Premontres^ and the Carmes^ are 
^ neceflary in a ftate, as the Chartreux, 
and as they are equally rich, ihey will give. 
the fame quota. The other Monks will bear 
their proportionable fhares. The French 
are fo ceitain of this voluntary oblation from 
ail tke Monks, that it is evident, they muft be 

regarded 
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regarded as the enemies of their Country, if 

they fliould ftiU continue to riot in their 

ulual luxuries, unmindful of the urgent 

^_ • 

neceffities of the nation/' 

** The Jews of Bourdeaux have all joined 
their lubfcriptions ; the Monks, who are 
certainly as good as the Jews, will be jea- 
lous, no doubt, to maintain the fuperiority 
of the new law over the ancient, 
• ^* :P. $• As France is in great want of 
Jailors^ the prior of the Celejiins^ has pro-' 
pofed to all regular abbes, Priors, fub^priorsp 
reSfars^ fuperiors^ who will furnifli thefe 
fliips, to fend a vaft multitude of brave 
novices to fervc as midfliipmen, and athletic 
prgfeffed monks, to ferve as failors. As thefe 
flturdy religionifts do nothing but live well, 
walk about the ftreets, and pray, the faid 
prior has, in an admirable oration, Ihewn 
that it is aSing ag?iinft the fpirit of cha^ 
rity, to pafs their time in fucb occupa- 
tions, while the fafety of the kingdom claima 
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the affiftance -of their vigorous arms ; and he 
h^s alfo declared, that the faving of a king- 
dom is as good as the faVing of fouls/' 

In September 1763, Bacliaumont has the thc Parii*-^ 
following article. It has long been the pre- mrbuient i* 
vailing mode in literature to turn its en- ™''"^"^^ 
quiries to fubjeds of finance and politics.. 
The calamities of the ftate have given birth 
to vigorous productions, worthy of the faireft 
days of Athens and of Rome. We fee' 
liberty^ with a palpitating heart, render up 
its laft fighs with the greateft energy. Every 
day produces powerful remonftrances,. which 
the various parliaments do not ceafe to make 
in this ftormy period. The late ones of 
Bourdeaux are not inferior to thofe of Paris 
and of Rouen ; they become ftill bolder ; and 
one at prefent from Grenobk is yet more 
energetic and aftoni,(hing. 

We are fhortl)' afterwards informed, that 
feveral decrees of the khig's council excited a 

general 
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general indignation by fupprtjjing thcfe ad- 
mirable compofitions that glow with all the 
fire of eloquence and freedom. It appears 
that the minifters, refolved, for their laft re- 
fburce, to interdid the parliaments from 
publifhing thefe beautiful and powerftil com- 
pofitions ; proper to tranfmit into the hands 
of individuals the ftrong and generous fenti- 
ments of true patriots. The plea urged 

Kcmon- ^ ^ r a 

thcPa"iil igainft that of Bourdcaux, was adroitly 

fhenti for- 
bidden to be turned on the obje6tion that thefe writings 

only tended to difcourage the people. This is 
the only motive alledged for the general pro- 
hibition that was made to all the printers in 
France, in this manner to unveil the fecrets 
of the court and parliaments^ without the 
approbation of his majejly^ 



An editor When, about the year 1763, the French 

imprifonrd r i i 

f r noticing government refolved to people Cayenne, a 
ft"r new eftablilhment in South America, they 
colledled for this purpofe the worft clafs of 

4 the 
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fhc populace at Paris, confifting of the 
vagabonds of both fexes, they (hipped them 
off for this place, where far the greater part 
periflied with difeafe and poverty, and chiefly 
by the unwhoiefome food that the penury of 
government gave to them. Many refpe6l- 
able families greatly reduced in their cir- 
cumftances, agreed to emigrate to this 
country^ It was the duty, and, indeed, it 
had been declared to the public, that the 
government was to provide for them till they 
reached this fettlement. The foUowingr 
anecdote proves not only that the minifter did 
not perform his duty, but that he exercifed 
the moft dreadful defpotifm on the occa- 
fion. 

Freron, the celebrated author of L'Annee 
Litteraire, inferted in his journal, a letter 
addrefled to the minifter on the lubjeft of a 
family of Alface, who, in their road to 
Rochefort to reach the fhips for Cayenne, 

s 

although under the proteftion of the minifter 

appointed 
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appointed to flipply their wants, were ftopt 
by tlie extremeft mifery ; the venerable fa- 
ther died, and the reft of the family owed 
their exiftence to the generous aid of an 
honeft farmer. This aft of hnmknity ren- 
dered public by the means of our journalift^ 
was not at all relilhed at court, where it was 
confidered as reflefting diflionourably on the 
Ihameful negligence of the minifter. 

A political crime was in confequence laid 
to the charge of Freron, only for having 
inferted the letter in his journal. The duke 
of Choifcul, at dinner heard this number 
mentioned. *' Does that rafcal/* he cries, 
" dare to write any thing about Cayenne j 
bring me No. 34.'' The paper was handed 

to the minifter, who aftef having read it, 

» _ 

cried out, " He (hall fleep to night at Fort 
L' Eveque.'' — And an Officer immediately 
was lent to Freron, to conduft him to this 
prifon ! Such was the iniquity of Minifters^ 
and fuch their dreadful abufe of power ! 

3 The 
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, ^The government, indeed, appear to Have Tit mini. 

° . ftcrs pcrfc 

exerted an unjvearied vigilancei on the va- Boowtucn, 
rious publications which touched them iri 
the remoteft degree; A declaration of the 
king, made 28th March, 1764) prohibits all 
works on the fubjeft of Finance. An autho- 
rity {o gv^^U enlployed on this oecafion, evi- 
dently fhe ws, that the government eonfidered 
it as dangerous. tb inform the public cort- 
cerning their trtie ftate. It certainly proved, 
that liberty waS utterly extinft in France^ 
and' that the moft terrible delpotifm had 
taken place, finee it had placed its tsllons on 
the prefles of the knigdom, with the mi- 
nuteft vigilance* It not only feized on what 
had been printed, but prohibited what they 
ihould not write on. The declaration was 
.no fooner made public, than all the minions 
of the Police were bufy at ranfacking • the 
bookfeUers ihops* 



There 
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There were not wanting at this moment^ 
men df a daring Spirit not inattentive to 
the reigning dclpotifm, and the mini^erial 
abufe of power. It is probable that fome of 
thefe anonymous perfons are now feated in 
Bold appeal the Convcntion. In 1762, feveral papers 
P'*' were found pafted up in various parts o£ 
Grenoble, the capital of Dauphiny, which 
bore the following addrels. The remon- 
ilrances of their Parliament were diilin- 
guifhed by their boldnefs. — " O France ! O 
nation bafe and fervile ! In contemning the 
laws, thy Minifters ravifli thy wealth to 
form chains for thee. And wilt thou par 
tiently fufFer it, unhappy people?" 

Another publication was very clofely 
hunted by the bloodhounds of the Police. 
It was a reprefentation drawn up by the 
council of St. Domingo, where the Count 
d'Eftaing, and the Prince of Rohan, had 
exercifed the moft cruel defpotifin. At the 

moment 
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moment the judges were occupied in pre- 
paring their addrefTes, their court was fur- 
rounded, and twelve of theie gentlemen 
dragged from the affembly into a dungeon. 
This reprefentation gives a lively picture of 
tyranny exercifed by both thefc governors. 
Their adminiftration was dreadful beyond 
conception; cwtty where the rights of 
citizens violated ; juftice abufed and denied ; 
the military fupplying the place of the magi- 
jftratcs, and force fubftituted for law. As 
ilich a reclamation rendered the Prince of 
Rohan, odious to a degree of infamy, when 
the publication arrived at Paris, the family 
of the Rohans, addreffed themfelves to the 
minifter; the work was immediately fup- 
preffed by jhe Police ; and in a few days not 
a copy could be procured. It was thus no ty^'/re^ftcurc 
punifliment could reach the Nobility; apuniaimcnt: 
publication againft them was flipprefled ; and 
a iuit was loft by the interference of the 
court. Alii indeed, was derived from the 

Pa Minifter; 



^ 
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•Minifter'; he was the feven-mouthed Nilc'rf 
corruption, which fed hundreds of infericM: 
rivers. 



intercftlng M. dc la Chalotais, was one of the viftims 

anecdotes of 

pcrfiution. ^^ that, mafculine eloquence, and ardent in- 
dignation which attacked the minifterial 

abufe of- power. The minifl:er$ imprifbned 

* 

him at Saint M^Ioes. In 1766, there ap- 
peared, for a little while, and very claii- 
deftinely, a fmall work, entitled " Memoirs 
of M. de la Chalotais, procureur general, an 
Parlement de Bretagne/* It was written by 
himfelf in his cruel confinement, and diip^'S 
his perfecutions with an admirable force; 
He attributes them to M. Calonne, whom 
he paints in the darkeft colours. Without 
dwelling on the particulars in this work, 
there is one circumftance which poffefles 
^the fmgular merit of a. writer of eloquence, 
- defcribing the moft difmal fituation humanity 
can well experience. He was refufed every 
' . • ' ' confolation, 
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coufbldtion, even of that Iblitary one . of 
books, pens, and iiik. We . are :told, that 
thefe , memoirs were written with, a pert 
made out of a toothpick ; \ of ink eompofed of 

. water, foot, vinegar,' * and fugar ; and on 
paper which had fer ved as wrappers of iugar 
*nd chocolate. The author opens his me- 
moirs in thefe word^, " I am loaded with ' 
irons; I have invented a method to write 
my niemoirs. ^ I abandon them to the difpo- 
fition of providence. If they ihould happen 
to fall into' the hands of fome honefl: citizen, 
I ihtreat him to prefent them to the king, if 

, . it is poffible, and even to' render them public^ 
for mj own juftification, and that of my fbn/* 
Calonue aafwered this memoir,- and the king 
even condefcended to write his approbation of 
this reply with his own hand. This, no doubt, 
was a great fatisfadlioh for Mr. Calonne; 
but the critics ^nd the public Yi^r6 hot fa 
eafily fatisfied as his majefty. In a letter^ 
whiqh Voltaire wrote to a friend a;t Paris, 
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he obfcrvcs on the memoirs of Chalotals.-^ 
•* I hav^ read the memoirs of the unfortu- 
ns^tc M. de Chalotais. Wretched is he whofc 
unfeeling foul does not tremble with the 
ihiverings of a f<?ver in reading them. His 
toothpick engraves for immortality.-— But, 
alas ! the Parifians are cowardly, they gioan, 
they fup, and forget every thing*'. — It is not 
V thus, however, any. longer with the Parifians ; 
I am afraid that they remember too well. 
jfnecdote of A congcnial anecdote, is that relative to 

a Prjfoner 

thfcagi^ofM- Deforges, an author who was more 
adr^'^^'" celebrated for his misfortunes, than his 
works. He was at the opera, in the year 
1749, when the Pretender was arretted, in 
confequence of the treaty made with Eng- 
land. This aft of violence appeared to our 
poet as a national dilgrace, and breach of 
Bonour. He exhaled his poetic Indignation 
in a phillipic, which iad a great run at that 
time. It begun thus : 



Pcuplc» 
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Pcupleria<lis fi fifcr, aujourdhuifi-fcrvilc, 

Des princes malheureux vous n'etes plus I'afyle. 

Nation ! of late fo bold, fo fcrvile now, : \ ' 

No more the afylum of unhappy monarchs. 

His felf-lave could not prefcrve the incognito- 
He confided the fecret to a friend, who 
betrayed his confidence. He was imme-^ 
diately fei2:ed, and without any further trial, 
cpnduiSled to the Mount of St. MichaeV 
where he remained above three years in a 
Cage^ which was not a fi6Uon of fancy, but 
one of the terrible realities of defpotifm. It 
was. (for I hope it is no more) a vault or 
cellar hewed in the rock, of eight feet in its 
Square, where the unhappy viftim fat, atid 
pnly received the light from the remote cre- 
vices .of the fteps of the church. And this 
dreadful torture was inflifted on a fellow 
ijcreature, becaufe he wrote a few verfes ! 
Xhe abbQ of St. Michael fympathifed in the 
fate of this unhappy man. After mueh in^ 
tercelSion, he obtained an exchange of ini- 
» P 4 prifonment; 
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prifonmcnt; and M, Deforges was tranf? 
ported from the Cage to the abbey. It was 
with extreme precaution, and with great 

« * 

trouble, that the |!rrifbner, fo long accuftomed 
ta his profound obfcurity, could fiifFer the 
light. At length this unhappy victim of 
minifterial vengeance, proved to be an in- 
genious, and virtuous chara6J:er. -He became 
Ae beloved friend of the family who had re-, 
lieved him by the cafual impulfe of huma- 
- nity. * Heaven alone has regiftered the many 
ingenious and worthy men who have found^ 
4 living, grave in this Cage ! 
i^neciote of Ih Bachaumont''s Memoires Secrets, is tbo 

onecon- 

iincd twen- followiilo; drcadful anecdot-e of minifteri?! 

ly-fcven ^ f . 

d"ngco!,V vengeance, dated 25th .February, 1781.— 
fquar.% Thcre was lately in the caftle of Ham, in 
Picardy, a man who has been there confined 
above twenty-feven years. He was placed ia 
a dungeon of eight feet fquare ; there laidcHi 
ih'aw, furrounded. by infers, reptiles, and 
•the moft loathfotne animals, v/ithout fir^ 

without 



\- 
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without ', light, without clbaths^ ' he xutfed^ 
his' exiftence. Two prifohefs, "having: 
learnt the fate of tjiis unhappy perfon, 
who Was known to be a man of quality, r 
wrote a pathetic letter to Mr. Necker, The 
next p'oft bfough't an order to releafe this child 
of mi^orturie, and to reftore him to light 
and life. . He was condudled to a chamber, 
fliaved,: dreffed, and his crime was to be in- 
veftigated. But there is hardly a crime 
which coidd merit ^ punifhment fo cruel and 
Kngtring; and above all executed iafo clan- 
4c(tine a manner. The fa6l appears, after- 
wards, that he was a young officer related to 
the Mazarine family, bu^t who having ex-» 
preflfed himfelf freely, at the inconfiderate 
age (^ twenty-four years, difappeared lud- 
denly ii:^ > the night I and afterwards pafled 
twenty-feven years in the moft ex'cruciating 
manner it is polfible to imagine! 

One' more' inftance may be given " in the 
following mode in which the gavernment 



1^7: 



^i8 ' MINISTERS, &c. 

Anecaotrof pi^d its debts. The Sieur . Cleynman (a 

«n« impn- * •' > 

M^^fteri foreigner, and probably a German) a venc- 

becaufe he i /• 

affiftedthem fable fathcr of a large family, aged fixty- 
thrce, was a creditor of France, to the 
amount of 1,800,00 livres, having furniflied 
provifions and forages during the war. In 
1768, he came to Paris to folicit payment 
for this large fiim. After repeated appli- 
cations and a continued refidence at Paris, 
till the year 1778, he flattered himfelf that 
the government were preparing to fatisfy his 
juft claims. But on the night of the 13th. 
April, 1779, the old man was transferred 
to the Baftile. There he remained for three 
years, without' knowing the occafion of his 
detention, though it is pretty clear, that the 
minifler, weary of his repeated folicitilticms, 
tefolved in this manner, to get rid of the 
venerable creditor. ^* . 

Imprifbnment appears to have been the 
general punifhment affigned by the govern- 
ment. There feems to have been no de- 
grees 
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grees in the mode j the fatirical fong wars 
treated with the lame rigour as if the writei! 
had been a national pr6ditor ; and the debt 
ef a national creditor was treated like a 
fong. 

' Under this head of minifters and their An intercd- 

ing (ketch of 

fiibalterns,. the Fermiers generaux^ offer to the ^^ ^^^*- 
Feflefting mind, fome of the moft dreadful""*' 
abules, which can poffibly exift in any 
government, Thefe men confifted of a 
ibciety of wealthy perfons, who farmed the 
produce of the taxes, laid by the king on the 
nation. Whenever the bargain was ftinick 
.with his' majefly, every mmijler received a 
gi|jt^ called by the French, «;z pot de vin; 
wi^^h pQtthqf wme^ confifted. of the value 
i){ one hundred tboufand livres. The favour 
rite Sultana procured thefe places for her 
friends, or for thofe recommended by her 
friends, and as thefe ladies are peculiarly 
fond of this kind of wine, they drank, with 

great 
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great- avidity, repeated pottles. To indem* 
nify themfelves ' for thefe prefents, the Fer^ 
Pliers generaux oppreffed the people by the 
ievereft levies'. To fave themfelves from 
thei^" exceffive tyranny^ the people often 
committed fraud, and to hinder them by the 
moft terrible vigilance, the Ferme Generate 
wtic obliged to keep in pay ai> army of 
clerks, fubalterns, fcouts, and fpies, amount- 
ing to the aftoni^ing number of eighty thou-, 
landmen! 

. From all thii we may judge of the enor-. 
mous expences which attended this vicious 
adnainiftration, Thefe heavy charges it is 
pertain fell on the king ; for the Fermkr in 
his agreement, always in taking on him the 
farming of any tax, dedui^ed about a 
third from the fuppofed produce, under the 
pretence of fraud. But in fa6t, all the weight 
of the oppreffion fell on the people. . Every 
Fermier General^ acquired immenfe fortunes, 
gQ4 wjiik the king and the people were alike 

in 



r , 



ill a ftate of indigence, the coffers of thefe 
men overflowed with gold. 

Too often thefe FerTniers generaux con* 
du6led by an iniatiable cupidity, led thenry- 
lelves to the frauds praftifed on them. Every 

perfbn detefted in cheating, the revenue^, 

« 

was condemned to pay a confiderable pecu^ 
niary fine, which reverted to the Fermiers 
themfelves. And .fuch was the refined 
cruelty of thefe blood flickers of the nation, 
that they were continually laying traps for 
thoughtlefs people. 

/The cupidity of thefe Fermiers was indeed s:«gufar 

anecdote of 

fo great, that they daily placed their loweft ^riP^vlgU. 
fcouts, luch as armed watchmen, chiefly on Fermiers. 
all the coafls of Normandy, to hinder the in- 
habitants from takingy?^-w^/^r, which they 
might have been induced to ufe for its falty 
quality — that they might be obliged to buy 
their fait very dear at the eftablifhcd ware- 
houfe& of the Fermiers ! 

' 3 The 
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Lingurt't The Fermiers s:enerauxy were furioufly 

forcible de» ^ , ' 

S^ fmme! n*ritated againft the celebrated Linguct, who, 
in one of his Memoires, has traced their cha- 
rafter with a colouring and brilliancy rarely 
equalled; yet the reprefentation is not lefs 
juil. He thus defcribes the different orders 
of the Ferme. 

** In the firft hierarchy of the Ferme, the 
offices are different, and the parts fkilfully 
diftributed. We fhall not here notice thofe 
chiefs, who at an aweful diftance communi- 
cate motion to the whole machine, and whofe 
only occupation is to make the contributions 
flow to their voluptuous refidences, which 
their unnumberable armies unceafingly levy 
for their profit in all parts of the kingdom. 
^ Their fubalterns only are now our obje6l. 
Thefe alone fupport the fatigue and danger 
of the expeditions, and whole ardour they 
are careful to keep alive in abandoning to 
them a fma.U*portion of the prey, when the 
feifures are advantageous. There are di- 
rectors, 
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re£);ors, who imitate as much as they can, 
the immoveable and lucrative dignity of their 
maftei-s* There are captains of banditti, 
who appropriate to themfelves the honour- 
zhlt title o( Capitaines generaux, &c. There 
are alfb the fimple militia, known under the 
names of gardes, commis, and employes^ who 
allow themfelves to pra^ice the moft 
fraudulent manoeuvres, under the pretext of 
hindering fraud, and continual violations, to 
prevent, they fay, rebellion. 

" But it is not fufficicnt to have a pack of 
hounds to ftart the prey, and whippers*-in to 
goverji them ; the inftitutors of this admini- 
ftration have pulhed their forefight and faga- 
citymuch further. Game has not always been 
found to hunt.. They have therefore eJfta- 
blifhed in every department a kuid of employ 
under favour of which they are certain never 
to fail of prey. It confifts of giving birth to 
fmuggling at their pleaiure, to create fraud 
when it does notexifl, and thus to prepare a 

'4 faftitious 
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fadlitious feifure,- but a real one to thclrJc^Utff 
tvhcn the prudence or timidity of traders te** 
duces them to a long inaftivity . ' Thefe mea 
are called in the language of the Ferme^ da 
Affidesy (thfe faithful). They ate perfbns who 
uhderlake to ruri over the frontiers -or coafts 
of the kingdom ? they form intimacies with 
the proprietors of merchandife; they feign 
to become purchafers ; they buy ; they a(& 
precifely the part of thofe aninials degraded 
by education, who betray their own kind for 
the fervice of their tyrants; The mer- 
chants too ardent, who ftiffer themfelves t6 
be feduced by their invitations, are infenfibly 
lured into the net of the hunter i it is (kil^ 
fully lowered ; the decoy recovers its liberty 
to recommence its treafqns, and the captive 
ftrangers in vain deplore the imprudence 
which has loft them/ 

This extraft though fomewhat long, we 
have given entire, that the reader may be 
enabled to judge by this energetic and liveljr 

..... pidtur© 
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pidvye of the employnwnts of the officea-f, or ' 
creatures of the Verme. How hateful muft 
fiick men- Mve been to their fellqw citizens ! 
what an army who devoted themfelves ^to 
QfSoes of vexation,- trteachcry, fpyiftg^ to ruiii 
tjbe iiiduftrious, aijid to fatten on the fub- 
ftance of the unwary ! 



, f 



. Thjjse . financiers, and rtiinifters, fully .An«<iote»f 

11 t . ^ ^ the lingulaf 

wanted whatever their cagcrnels could eraib ^""^"^ ^ 

^ or Minifter&y 

at. The following ^anecdotes will difplay *""* 

tj^ laudable jnannjqr in ; which they difly)ated 

their enormous ' accumulationsj The aft 

of gallantry we are, noticing could have 

found ,no imitators but in a .financier of the. 

firftrank; and, indeed* it was performed by 
the comptroller general, i .» 

In 1786, the annuls of gallantry recorded 
this iplendid offering of love* M. De Cs- 
bnne; foi: a. new, year's gift^ gave aficvoui* 
ritd lady, a handiful of piftachio nuts^ wrapt 
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xx^'mftapiUoteji and ia prefenting them, be; 
w&rntd her not to deftroy the/4////9Arx wkh^ 
OMt proper precaution. The lady' wanted a. 
comfit-box to . contain the piftachios% The 
clever and enamoured miiufter offered her a 
fuperb gold box enriched with diam<md$; 
but what was the furprife of his mifbefs 
when opening the box (he found it full of 
new iQuis, and developing the papers dif- 
covered each of them to be a note of the 
CaifTc d'Ecompte, ibr 300 livres! 

Mademoifelle de Beauvoiiin, had long 
captivated the heart of M. Baudard de. 
Saint- Jkmes^ treafiirer of the marine*. , This 
magnificent minifter having more money 
than, tafle, had ipent on thk : Cyprkn 
veteran enormous fiims. He gave her j dnly- 
ib jewek and oth^r prefents, about eighteen 
hondred thoufand livres^. befides an^annuity 
of fixt^ thoufiind ti^r^. At her death the^ 
fideof }pa^ effe^ a$c>rded a curious .fpecula-- 
ticm to the fafhionable; circles; it was at* 

I tended 
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tended by the ladies of quality, as well as 
llibfe of plcafiirc, i^mong the cmidus arti*^ 
dcs were found two hundred rings, «ach 
rhralling the other in value; and her col* 
led^ibn of looie diamonds, like the ihop of a 
jeweller, were amaffed in papers ; there were 
above one hundred iuits of the moft elegant 
drefTes, and linen of a Superior quality than 
had vet been known. This iale made a 
great hoiljb at Paris; and every frail one 
aipired to become the A^iftrefs of a minifter. 
It may not, howeyer^ be improper to add, 
that this M. de Saint- James, (whofe real 
iiame was Satnt^gemmei but who had thus 
Anglicifed it) fhprtly afterwards committed 
an a6l of bankuptcy , by a great deficiency in 
the national treafury, and terminated his hor- 
rid extravagancies by infanity. ^ 

The abb^ Terrai, the fcourge of France^ Si am/ 
held for his maxim, that eVery thing in the ^*'"** 
ftate belonged to the king, and he oppreiffcd 
the people by the moft defpotic and ex*- 

Q^ cruciating 
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cruciating- torture./ 'We ihalhhc bettef>ac^ 
^uaiitred .with him' wHen we : cdme to* fak 
chm^cfter. At the vety ttioment this «diota 
minifter was the public e5ce<iratk)Al, :aad*lfaat 
it became this unevahgelical prelate to iia!ve 
fornre little: difcrctdoii • and: modc^^ 
fcstririfs intrepidity^ be flnibited \France by •« 
difplaj^bf unpaJraHcJled luxi^ry. At the im^ 
portaait crifis, when he wa« .quitting thei 
admiriiftration, he 'built a, palacei: whichr^i 
d^fcribed Us rem^rks^ble jfor^its Cttff , a& well as 
its elegance. ^ The furhittire^ arid every a]^ 
peiidage of. ornament and utility, prefeAted 
whatever could irritate defire> enchant ima- 
gination, and above all, chtiraderife the tafte 
of this immodeft • and- fliamelefs prelate. 

» • - » r 

Amon^biseuriofe of voluptuouffifcfs, iat the 
head of his bed was placed a naked Grabe; 
When His friends joked with him m the 
fcandalous ornament, he replied, c'^^U 
Coftutne ! that is, it was neceflary fof the 
lady whom he honoured with his evangelical 

embraces, 



/ 



M I N I S T E R 3, «cc. ^29 

/ 

embraces, to imitate the unveiled beauties 
ofi the ex<|uifite model. • 

, M* deSenac, a fermier general, in paying sjjjp^j^ ^ 
9Ui. un^xpiefted vifit to a lady of pleafure, was q^^^ 
informed that flie was engaged with Mn 
JoiliS, adax^cer. ..Tellyourmiftrefs, faid he 
%Q the maidj th^t a fermier general will not 
iiiffer with impufiity a difappointJnent, The 
1^4y9 however, facrificing every thing to 
love, perfiiled in her engagement, and the 
fermier gencxal departed burning with indig- 
nation. He refolved to revenge, himfelf, and 
that this revenge ihould be the refentment 
pf a fermier general. Pride was ftronger 
within him than jealoufy, and he fubftitufes 
contempt for hatred; ' With a defign of 
making our Phryne afliamed of her conduft, 
he fends her one bundled louis and a filver 
warming pan, as a prefent (fays Manuel) to 
affift her in her lying-in ! This wa$ the moft 
gbrious moment in the life of M. de Senac I 
M. Dange, a fermier general, on the 

0^3 evening 
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A Femiifr evenliig before his death, received vifits ia 
!JIi^^u^^ the moft pompous manner. His apartment 
"*"**'* was embellifhed with every kind of luxury. 
Seated on a rich fbpha and dreflTed in a robe 
de chambrc, which floated around him, 
ihining with the mdft curious embroidfery, 
and buttoned with a diamond of uncommon 
fize, he talked of quitting the world in the 
gayefl manner pofiible. But this was not the 
effe<^ of true philofophy, fb much as of that 
a;pathy which had ever rendered his ibul 
dead to every touch of fenfibiiity; and, there* 
fore, the niore adapted for that of a financier. 
He made his nephew his Legataire unroerfil^ 
. on condition of his paying jive millions in 
legacies; which his heir very chearfuUy did. 
The, remainder of his fortune amounting to 
iight millims — So that o\ir financier died 
worth thirteen millions I 

Among the extra charges made to govern* 
ment in the department of foreign aflairs, 
was one confifting of gratifications given to 

ambafiadors. 









^ 
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•mbaflkdofs^ in occafions where they were 
obliged to pay any fecret cbrrefpondence, 
&c* Thefe prefents, it w^s pubHcly re- 
ported at Paris, when Vergennes was . 
In office, were actually, given towards the 
pin-money, of .Madame Vergennes, an^ 
it is not improbable. There is a degree of 
minifteriai corruption which has long paft 
thet modeAy of blnfhing. The predeceflors The Mir- 

trefiea of tkt 

of Vergennes made Louis XV. pay the pen- ^^l^ 

the natioi 
expeocet. 

miierly . duke of Praflin placed his favourite 
MademoiieUe Dangeville, on the marine 
Eft, for tweRty thouiand iivres« . The aiic 
Terrai jclut^d among the extra expences of 
government, a fum of one hundred and 
fifty iihouiand Hvres for his angeJ Madame 
de la Garde, Such were the minifterial 
abuies! and the wives and mijirijfis of 
minifters, were charged in the national ex- 
pences. 

M. de j# Bordc, one of this honourable 
. , O4 confra^ 



fioiis^thcy accorded to thpir miftreffes. The '*" "^"^ 
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An\ntcrcft- confratcmity, difjplayed. a degrrar 'of <^ti^ 
bwutifui' Icnce and taftc, in one of hia cKtravagiMW 
den of a Fi- Undertakings, which i^rould have been wor-* 



ndQcier. 



thy of.a Groeius. The dcfcriptiton of his 
Enghjfh gar Jen J aftonifltes by the vaftnefe of 
Itscoft, and enchants by the ; variety of ks 
fcenery. Let us cuter. a moment into this 
fairy wildernefs. The fpot on which he 
firfl foricned the conception, appeared to be 
the moft unfavourable poflibic; an extenHvd 
marfhy. ground ; . a turfy eaith forrxnuided by 
xnountains, andcropTed by the river. d'EtamH 
pea. .ThcTinancier iaidiet .therein, a gar- 
den, arid there was .a garden .tt-To gite t^ 
this loafe and muddy bottom^ a. proper, firna-t 
rtefs^ was the firft command^ and inftantly 
?i}Q<Mi four hundred labourers wiv^ employed 
to trench a mountain, to fmooth its frag** 
mente, and to fpread it in a layer, after having- 
cleared away the -firft bed -of the marflij of 
its flime and mire. This marfhy earth was 
theii thrown over the fmooth bed of the 
- - mountain 
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fxiountain. which had difappeard ; *iid the 
mingled foils produced one, equally adapted 
foc^the future plai;i.tati0n$i The river which 
rujqC in a ftraight liae, aflumed. that of 
Hdgarth<$ line of beauty, and devolved its 
waters in a ferpentine brightneis* They 
ivere ikilfully conduced, and were feen fall- 
ing, down the rocks into a magnificent balpn, 
find then paffing under an immenfe artificial 
bridge^ . ft)rnied of irregular pieces of rock. 
They fometimes rc^l^d intoiittle cafcades, by 
fobterraiieous grottoes, where the velvet turf 
invited repcd^. Without, its brightnefi, at- 
traded the eye, and fomctimes its thunders 
engaged thc^ ear* Within, confufed murmurs 
lulled. with their foftnels, and at a further 
diil^n<?e : to vary the fenfations of the tra- 
veller, a iblemn filcnce prevailed. 

In another place the foul was agitated by 
terror and alarm. The rocks piled above one 
another, in a gloomy light, difcovered their 
pointed and threatening fragments ; every 

thing 
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thing appears in a crumbling ftate, and 
every breeze echoing through hollow arches, 
ieemed to briiig with it a wound or death. 

More agreeable fcenes delighted the imagi* 
nation. The way was not -long to Elyfian 
beauties and fofter views. Floating iflands 
displayed their variegated charms, and die 
€OUfs Jtoeil^ were liberally fcattered about 
the lawns and green allies. A hill blinded 
the view from his Chateau of a charming 
landfcape. The art of a Financier, could 
cafily vanquilh nature; the four hundred 
labourers are called,- and the bill becomes a 
plain ! M. de la .Borde, fpent on this ^nglijh 
garden iabout Jive fnillions.^—liht c<^ was 
enormous, and the tafte was exquifite. But 
at the fame time, France was crouded with 
living flceletons; v/ithmillions of men wanting 
a little bread. 
oMi-Tra- Above fifty years (writes the ienfible 
luvtw luxu- writer of the Lettf es Hiftoriques, &c.) about 

ries of court 

iaQkcrs,&c g^^ bankers of the court, have iucceeded 

I each 
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each other. Their fortunes are fuppofed to 

I 

amount to^ at leaft, two hundred mllms^% an 
equal ium muft be added for the charges they 
have incurred, and the money they have 
given to their proteftors. If five bankeri 
have gained, in fifty years, four hundred 
xnillions, it is not difficult to find, by the 
rule of three, from whence arifes the vaft 
national debt. The metropolis has long feen 
the vain pomp which M. De Beaujon, the 
court banker difplays ; what we are told of 
Lucullus, is nothing in compari^n of the 
prodigalities of this modern Plutus ; a royaT 
palace offers nothing fimilar to what he calls 
his hermitage. It is in the midft of a people 
weighed down by the preffure of the moft 
horrid mifery, that an individual dares to 
infult the nation by fo monftrous a luxury. 
The government cannot, and dares not, re- 
form fuch abyfes; its continual want of 
money obliges it to fpare thefe Financiers, 
who alone enjoy unbounded credit, and wha, 

in 
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ill a moment of crifis, furuifll the moiie))* 
required, and make their conditions! accord- 
ing to the urgency of the neceffitics 6f -the 
government .► You conceive, after thisiuc- 
cinft ftatetnent, what is the ciufe of the dif^ 
order which prevailsin our finances, andtiie 
impoflibility in which the governmeirf h 
to extricate itfelffrom the grafj) of thcfe 
harpies. 

In another place he obferves. The Fi- 
nanciers have the greateft power in the 
French government. It is they who can 
feed the eternal cravings of the royal trca- 
fury; but it is alfb they who. are hourly 
ruining the ftate. Since the days of Sully 
and Colbert, France has never had an exa^ 
kaMnce of its real fituatioji ; not one comp- 
troller general has given a trueono* I do 
not even except the compte rendu of Mr. 
Nfecker. In that account, or rather ro- 
mance, we find nothing concerning thofe fe- 
cret charges of the court, thofp gratifications, 

k 

Z and 



adlbiHQfb gilb , which We . know are made 
ddily. : T6oi^ .opeu loarts which have, e?^- 
ifl^d^at6va!thetfe fifteen yeara^ aixd continue 
^iljf-tifeayi^re^iiiot oren mentipned, : They 
^nilr fiiim liife Awrgt audth^mtioftj the .ryixi^d 
feiri: dfiidaer finaacQS:; ,b*ajifo it li thijst dil-^ 
ocdcrrvdikJiJis::/^^ Onriiih thfe admini* 

Jlrators z:aA\to keep in pay th^ multitude of 
frottBors 6ix rwhom th/^mmijien depend/' — 
Whatf a.Ariking' reprefentatipjti* is ^s of the 
k?um of (thfe ifinances, ind tlk: chain cJf cor- 
«ipti(ai.which conne^ed'ths varidus parts of 
gorcbnmefit I And to "what amounts the 
wholei^ .: A^few voluptuous and wicked ftate 
Vermin preying on the vitals of the public, 
:and eating the ^people's fubfiften^e for their 
^cad. Men devoid 6f fenfibilityi wrenching 
die mprfel of the peafant and the citizen, wet 
with theirieafs.. And to what pxfrpofe ? To 
2>ribe orfiej:s.;\t;o enrich themfelves ; and to 
levy hew taxations. 
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Singular That the French minifters of ftate,13ceth6 

fciludion of 

t?ddu~';;[e reft of atax fraternity, frequently deluded d»e 

mindi of the 1 /• n • -i /«• • « 

people- people, and let afloat in the current of popubr 
credulity^ many modes to jfeduce and gratify 
them is vtvy probable. : Btit the following 
anecdote is fo fingular, and one would think 
improbable, that (ince we cannot pais it overf 
it will be neceffary to^ive our authority. It 
is to be found in the Lettres Hiftorique9| 
Politiques, et Critiques, vol. IV* p. 1 76. 

D' Alembert (lays the letter writer) (hewed 

a letter which a flatefman had written to 

him, and who, while he aflcs his advice, 

begs him to revife and digeft a preamble to 

a decree, which mi^t /educe the people, and 

make them tf^Wr^ what they read, without^ 

however, being enabled to underftand any 

thing. Thefe are the words of the nlan in 

, office. " ye ne veux point admettre dans les 

arrets du confeil unvrai trivial et une clarti 

tropfamiliere. Je veux un vrai de recherche, 

une clarte elegante, une naivete fine, tozUe 

brillante 
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briHantBTk termes pompeux^ releves inopiniment 

<de pbri^SsorrondieSj de vocatifs sntermediaires^ 

it ^Jddverbes indefihisJ* I will not admit ia 

the decsreea of council, a common trutbj and 

familiar clearndls. I wiih to have a truth 

of^efiarcbf an elegant cleame&, a refined 

funpUcity, brilliant with pompous expref&on, 

unexpedcdly heightened by rounded phrafes, 

intermediate vocatives, and indefinite ad*- 

verbs. — ^This is a very curious Specimen of 

the dreadful abuie of eloquence. I am not 

ametaphyfician, and ihcMild be glad to un- 

derftand the diflin^lion between un vrm 

trivia/, and un vrai de recherche. There is 

no doul^ in thefo myfterious expreffions 

femething more than meets the ear. An 

honefi m^n^ however, knows only ^ne kind of 

truth. 

ft * « 

^ r 

Another, fingular anecdote, but a more 
probatJifc one concerning the American war, 
is givBffiythe^abovementioned writer, voL L 

' * ; p. 204. 
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intcieftJnff p^ 3. 5 A , It provcs that liccaufe the cofllmer« . 

anecdote of * ^ > ■ l 

' ^M w^rr " cial {peculations of die miaiftets aad their 

f ^ jtiibaltei^ns would be ruined, if a peace had 

taken place J the waf in 17^7^ between 
Englund and France was the refiilt of their 
individual ihfcerefti* Thefe are his words« ' 
" The war ini which we are gojttg to be 
plunged, . is the confej^wence of ^ iimple mer- 
cantile fpeclilation* Several of oBjr ijjinifter^- 
have made among thenafelve? all a6l of Co- 
partnership, in the commerce of Am^ici* 
The firft expeditions proved very profitable ; 
but as they have a confiderable outftaoding 
fund, they will not diffolve their partnerfliip^' 
before they are reiraburfed for their advjtoces 
and receive the profits, which -are to arife 
according to the cailculations, they .have 
made. Peace would overturn all |heir. {pe- 
culations, and ruin the lenders of the various 
funds. It is necefiary to inform you, that the 
expences, &c. of the efl:ahlifhment amount 

to an enornjous fum. Firft sof all nmft be 

paid 
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]paM> their dke^lprs; their book-keepers; 
the under clerks ; then follow the mftreffki &f, 
tlkmiAiJiers^ their (bns or daughters; bro- 
thdrs, coulihs, and even their grandchildren j 
then thbfe who lend their name to this {pecu- 
lation ; courtiers and proteftors. Wheii this 
world is paid, minifters are to gdin^ notwith- 
ftanding all this, cent per cent. Then cal- 
culate the inferior profits, which muft be 
made before the net balance* Perhaps you 
think I am not ferious; I aflure you I have 
kiioWn feveral of thctc prof egif of a minifter, 
who, at firft h^d only a fahtry of fix thoufand 
livres, a^id who now enjoy an income of one 
hundred thoufand, and have become lords of 
two or three manors. A firft clerk told me 
in November 1777, " If peace took place at 
this motoent, my principal would be ruined^ 
and I too.' We have all our, fortune in 
America, and we Wait for it with impatience/* 
♦* This is the reafon for which the king has 
Slot yet declared fqr the Americans; hpwHX 

K only 
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drily do this when the (hips we expcft are 
fafcly arrived/* 
- Such is the anecdote which this writer has^ 

'/ 

giveft ! If it is authentic, it muft excite the 
indignation of every honeft man, when he 
reflets that the profits of a fet of unfeeling 
merchants, leagued with corrupt minifterSy 
ean thus interfere with the profperity of 
nations ! . Some will not cafily conceive that 
axmies rufhing on each other ; and cities 
devoted to the fword and the flame$, have 
found their origin in caufes ftill more minute 
than a i>anditti «)f merchants complotting 
in their compting houfes ! . It has been faid 
- that the war in 1757, between Fraxice and 
PruUia was x)ccafioned by a critical ^a« mofp 
32(!rhich Frederic pointed at fome verfes of 
Pardinal de Bemisi . Becaufe Dr. Frankliii 
iwas jnot uied at court with the attention hb 
Inofeerits required, we are told, that was the caufc 
srfl^ inveterate hatTvedagainft England, and 
iils: indignation might. pzobaMy. have .urged 

r; ' ' him 
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him to realife his well known menace} 
hence, perhaps, the iridependence of America! 
How often have the moft trivial points of 
etiquette produced long and defblating wars I 

It was riot only between minifters and LouIs xv.' 

a ftock job- 

inerchants, that fuch fhamefiil pfaftices ex- ^«*^- 
ifted, but if we are to credit the following 
tonecdote, Louis XV. was ^Jiock jobber. 

When M. Bertin was niinifter, he was 
- bgent for the exchanges of this monarch ; it 
was him who had tht cafe of his majefty's 
favingSi He did hi^ ftock-jobbing bufi;ie{s 
Very profitably by buying on the fpot, good 
J)aper at fix and feven per cent, according 
to the fcarcity of money. One day he pro* 
j)ofed to Louis XV. an operation of feve- 
ral millions. — " Sire," faid he to the royaJ 
Jidck^jobber^ " The royal bills lofc a great 
deal in the place; their difcount is^ now 
confiderablei it is the moment to buy feve-* 
ral millions. I am certain they will rife^ 
and that there muft follow a confiderablc 

R z profit 
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profit in a fhort time/'-^« That paper ^^ i€^ 
plied the PRUDENt monarch — " is not io 
- be depended uponi the fijk is too gredt V^ 
—It was his own paper of ivhich he was 
faJking ! 

When the well known Caglioftro was iri 
London, he wrote a letter to a friend a£ 
, Paris, which excited confiderable attention. 
It defcribes the horrible delpotifin of French 
miniftefs, and gives a pi6hire of the interior 
of the Baftilk. The fdlowirig paragraphs 
merit prefervation. 

** My boldnefs has irritated yottr miniiler* 

'He did not chufe that a foreigner under the 

locks and bolts of the Baffille,(hould, as I have 

done, difcovered his agents, and hispnncipleS, 

• to the French tribimal ; the nation, the king, 

and all Europe-— 

The nation ^' — Your pcrfons and yotfr properties arc 

at the mercy 

•f miniftcrsr ^^ ^^ mctcy of thc mirtifter alone. It is not 
difficult to deceive his majefty, by reprefen- 

* tation& 
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t^ons artfully calumniating, and never pof- 
fible ta contradia, to obtain a Lettre de 
Cichet \^y furprife; to expedite and execute 
in a moment ; to plunge the innocent in a 
dungeon, and giv^ up his houfe to pilr 
lag^s, 

, ff When the king figns, he repofes on the 
report of hisminifter; and on what does this 
minifter rely? On unknown complaints, or 
dark informations, which are i>evcr com-r 
niunicated ; too qftpn on fimplc reports, 
calumniating conje6jtures, lowed by hatre4 
and gathered by cnyy. The yiftim is ilrikep, 
withput knowing fronj whence the blow 
cpmesj.happy if the pinifter has nq per^' 
ibnal enmity* 

«^ Do all the ftat^ prifgns refemble tJiCA^cfcripti. 

^ &a ofthc in- 

Baftillc? You hs^yt no conception pf its^^^'^f ^^ 
bqxrorgt The cynical impudence, the odi- 
pus falfehqod^ the falfe pity, the bitter irony 
the mercileis cruelty, injuftice and death — 
|^^ thefe reign in t|iefe dungeons^ A bar- 

|i 3 baroi^i 
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^ barous filencc is the Icaft of the crimes ^tj^ 
committed. 

^f I was more than fix months, not above die 
diUanoe of twenty feet from my wife, and I. 
was ignorant of it. Others have been en^ 
toriibed ubove thirty years, and have been 
fuppofed dead, and were unfortunate becanfe 
jhey were not ! Not having, like the damned 
of Mikon, any other light in their abyfs, than 
what is neceflary to .perceive the impene? 
trable thidk:nefs of the gloom that furround * 
thefli ; they would be alone in the liniverfe^ 
if the etti^nal did riot exift. Yes, -my friend, 
I have' laid a captive, and -free i rep^t; 
what crime is there which is ndt fully ^Xj 
plated by a month in the Baftille ? 

^ YoUjj Frenchmen ! have ev^ry thing tq 
render you happy, a fertile fbiJ^ a fbft cli^ 
liiate, a good heart, a charming gaiety, and 
genius embellifhed by the graces: you arie 
adapted for all things ; without an equal in 

the 
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the art of pleafing; without mafters in oth«s; 
you only want, my good friends, a finaU 
matter ; that is, to deep with fecurity in 
your beds*" 

\ The count, (if the count wrote this ener- 
^ic epiftle) fiailheS by a remarkable fcn^ 
|*nqe^ which every honeft man will warmly 
foddrefs to ^he prtfint Frenchmen — " Changeis 
enfiii d'opinion, ft mentis la liberti par h 
Umfm" Chaoge, St length your opinions, an4 
^efecve .I*Jt«»TY ^y the ?neans of Reason, 



?4? 






^ In tUfe " Lettrgs Hiftoriques, Politiqiies ?f 
Critiques fur les Evenemens qui fe font 
P^jfles dtepuis 1778 jufqu'^ prefent," there is 
:pii0 dated July 1 780^ The following extraft 
defcribes the ftate of the ftatioii at that period, 
#nd the prefent revolution has confirmed the 
Jaga^jity ?md judgment of the write^t 
, ^^ I have nx) doubt that the French *rc 
attached to their fovereign; but you are ill 
sdvifed ift what paffes in the interior of 

R4 France, 
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France, as well as of the ^ifpofitioAs of thofe 

who refide in the country, whofe ignorance 

is not fuclj)as you luppofe. I have frequently 

sinedirob. travelled throughout the kingdom, and have 

iervacionson 

TO^^n^i ^^^ aftonifhed at the enlightened ftate of 
• ^ the people. // is not with the King tbattb^ 
are difatisfied^ but nvttb his Ministers ; they 
fee with indignation the delpotifm excrciied 
by them under the name of the monarch. I 
was furprifed to find in the fybiir^s atid Vil^ 
lages the loweft people who were perfectly 
inftru6ted of the American revolution, and 
the caufes which pqcafioned it, The in-- 
habitants of cities, ftill more enlightened, 
• are for the greater part Republicans ; it is 
above all in commercial towns that the fpirit 
of independence manifefts itfelf moft; you 
form no conception of ;the freedom witli 
which they fpeak, and of the maniier which 
they cenlure all the operations of the govern^f 
Bjent. They are highly incenfed at the Pre- 
»OGATiVES accorded to the Nobility, an4 

Cl-ERGTi 
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Clergy, of that croud of Privileges which 
thefe two orders enjoy, as well as all thofe 
who purchafe titulary offices, which exempt 
them from contributing to the wants of the 

ftatc 
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femiihr^^' pANEM et Circenfem, Bread and Thcatresj 
irwed wulT' fuch was the motto of the Roman people. 



faatu 

and fuch apparently was long that of the 

French nation. This may be fuppofed by an 

ordinance of the police, made the 14th of 

April 1784, and publifhed with the found of 

trumpets. At the moment the parliament 
was making remonftrances concerning the 

dearnefs of flour, and on the immediate ne-» 

ceffity of giving bread for a vaft number of 

the famifhing poor, the government alfb 

watched over the pleafures of the populacCt 

In this ordinance, which relates to Mcrry^ 

Andrews, Pantaloons, Rope-dancers, and 

other exhibitions of the fair at the Boulcvardi, 

pr environs of P*ris, it is declared, that thcfe 

« » 

amufeinents, 
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afeufements, being made for the people, to 
refrefti them from their labours, and hinder 
the dreadful efFefts ^ of idlenefs and intempe* 
ranee ; it being neceflkry to put them at 
a rate which does not exceed their ability, 
the managers of their vagabond trqops are 
forbidden to raife their firft feats to a higher 
pric^ than three livres i their fecond to twen- 
ty •four fols ; their third to twelve ; and their 
fourth to fix. All this might have been very ^ 
laudable, if the people were not abfolutely 
ftarviiig at the naoment thefe amufements were 
given to them. 

The following anecdote will amply ferve to singular an, 

° ' , ^ -' ecdote of z 

pharafterife the national frivolity; it is too {^^^ ^";'/^ 
gmufing tp apologue tor us mmute detail. 

In January 1769, an important caufe was 
fought forwards in the higheft court of judi- 
(»ture. 7H^ caufe was pf a moft extraordi* 
pary nature, and the prevailing topic of con- 
yerfatipn* It was bought \yith great avidity, 

and 
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and was at otlce to be found on the dufky 
dciks of the lavs/yers, and the brilliant toilettes 
of the ladips. It was entitled, '* For the 
" foeffeurs de dames of Paris, againft the 
*^ corporation of mafter- barbers, hair-dreffers, 
*^ and bagnio- keepers. "- It is proper to ob- 
ferve,' that the ' bagrtio-keepe/s generally 
drefled the ladies' haiy after bathing. 

Thofc hair-dreffers, who pre^imed to dreft 
both hxt^^y ifi thi^ jQ^e, mgintainj^d that \x 
was their ^pxclqiiye privilege tg drefs the la^^ 
dies ; and indeed they had feyeral of their ad- 
verfaries imprifoned or fined, &c. Thefc, ^n 
their turn, defended then^felyes, and pretend- 
ed that thp exclufive privilege wWi in their 
. favoqr ; becaufe, firft, the art of dreffing ladic§! 
hair is a liberal art, and foreign to the profef- 
fijpn of the maitres perruquiers j fecondly, that 
theftatuteof the/^rrz/^^/Vri" does not give them 
the pretended exclufive right ; , and, thirdly, 
that they h?tve hitherto oppreff^dthem, and are 

. indehte4 



Indebted to them. In confiderable damages and 
ipterefts. 

It is probable that fomc able pleader amufed 
hirhfelf in drawing up this memoir. This 
frivolous cafe is conducted with aft and ele- 
gance, • and every where difcovers the playful 
hand of a mafter, who perhaps thus unbend- 
ed himjfelf in the midft of more painful avo- 
cations* It will gratify the reader's curiofity 
to extras feme of thefe brilliant pafTages. 

In his firft divifion the orator, who makes curious pa- 
negyric oa 

his clients fpeak in their own perfons, niain-J^j/JJ^ 
'tains that the art of drefling the ladies* hair 
is a liberal art ; and compares it to thofe of 
the poet, the painter, and the ftatuary. ** By 
<* fhofe talents," fay they; " which are pe- 
** culiar to ourfelves, we give new graces to 
** the beauty who is fung by the poet ; it is . 
^ when fhe comes from under our hands that 
*' the paintef and the ftatuary reprefent her 5 
♦* and if the locks of Berenice have been 
** placed among the ftars, who will deny that 

"to . 
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** to attain this fuperior glory flie was fir A ifl 
*' want of our aid ? 

** A forehead more or lefs open> a face 
** more or lefs oval, require very diferent 
*' modes; every where we muft embellifli 
•* Nature, or cprre<3:- its deficiences. It is 
*^ alfb neceflary to conciliate with the colour 
" of the flefh, that of the drefs which is to 
** beautify it. This is the art of the painter j 
*' we muft feize with tafte the variegated 
fhades ; we muft employ the cbiar ofcuro^ 
and the diftribution of the fhadows to give 
** more fpirit to the complexion, and more 
expreffion to the graces. Sometimes the 
whitenefs of the ikin will be heighten- 
ed by the auburn tint of the locks, and the 
** top lively fplendour of the fair will be 
** foftcned by the greyiih caft with which we 
** tinge the treffes/' 

In another place to prove that their art has 
claims to genius, the coeffeurs de dames add, 

*• If the arrangement of the hair, and the 

various 
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Various colours we give the locks, do^ not an- 

(wer our intention, we have Under our hands 

the brilliant treafures of Golconda. To us, 

belongs the happy difpofition of the diamonds j 

thfi placing the pearl pins, and the fufpending 

of the feathers. The general of an armyi 

knows what reliance he can make on a /)alf 

moon^ (a term of the then fafhionable drefs) 

f>laced in front ; he has his engineers, who are 

diftinguifhcd by their titles ; and we with a 

"Iparkling crofs advantageoufly placed, know 

liow difficult it is for an enemy not to yield* 

It is we, indeed, who ftrengthen and extend 

the empire of beauty/* 

Several legal difcuffions now follow, the 

aridity of which, do not permit our gay plea^ 

der to take his happy flights. But he appears 

jwith all his felicity of imagination in the pe- 

* 
roration. 

' After having informed us that there exifl: 

^above i zoo • coeffeurs de dames zt Paris, he 
4hus clofes his oration. 

t Some 
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^ Some rigid cejafurers will, perhaps fay^ that 
they Could do very well without us/ and thafi 
if there were lefs art and ornaments it the 
toilettes of the ladies^ things would be all for 
the better. It is not for us to judge, if the 
manners of Sparta were preferable to thofe of 
Athens] and if the fhepherdefs who gazes on 
herfelf in the glafly fountain, interweaves feme 
flowers in her treffes, and adorns herfelf with 
natui;al graces, merits a greater homage than 
thofe brilliant citizens, who fkilfully employ 
the refinements of a fafhionable drefs, ' We 
muft take the age in the fk^te we find it. We 
feel a congenial difpofition to the living man*» 
ners, to which we owe our exiftence, and 
while they fubfift, we muft fubfift with 
them.' 

Shortly afterwards, the czCt in favour of 
the coeffeursy was ordered to be fuppreffed, as 
unworthy of the majefly of the tribunal to 
which the fuit was brought. The coeffeurs, 
howevefi gained the> caufc againft the Per- 

z . .ruquiers, 
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Monfter of Ghicancry . The ladies had taken || 



hidulers, and the Graces triumphed over thc^J»<««> 

thcmfelves 
in favour of 

a \Varm intercft ih their favour, and formed driers.*'" 
fdrthem faioft pbWetful falicitations. This 
important trial was crowded by a moft brilliant 
affemblagieJ, ahd whfen the grave deeifibns bf 
thfe cburt wefti finally made, it was approved 
by a fudden clapping of hands from the anxious 
beauties of Paris, who coilfidered the affair of 
their coeffeursi as of the moft national ctih- 
fequcnctf. 



i# thefc anecdotes forcibly charaCterife the Apa»ntobi 

I taincd for 

levity of the nation, the following one, per- ]^^^l^^ 
hap^, can only find its ^parallel in the dnnals m p^fiog 

overa bridge 

of the eflfeminate city of Sybaris. thJ^bwtr* 

In September 1769, there was fbirmed dii Sai! 
cftablifhrhenti which had obtained an tjc- 
clufive privilege, to have filkeh umbrellas, for 
the purpofe of furnifhing thofe who felt them- 
lelves incommoded by the heat of the fun^ 
during their walk over the f^ont Neuf! Offices 

fl wcrt 
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were eieded at the extremities of this bridge, 
where the yo\upt\ion$ petit maitres, who were 
fearful of fpoiling their complexions^j pro- 
vided themfclvjes with this light and ufeful 
machine, and left them at the office on the op- 
pofite fide, for which they paid two liards* 
It will be acknowledged, that this Speculator 
was profound and fublime in his national yiews» 
and furely the Government was npt ipferipr, 
when they granted him their letters patent for 
thofc umbrellas \ It difplays, however, the in- 
duftrious ingenuity of a needy Frenchman, 
when his wit is even greater than his wants. 



garyricai III JanuaTy 1772, all Paris appeaiced intc- 

couplets on - 

»hcf).tion. refted in the following fatyrical couplets. 
Plcafant as they may appear to us, the Go-. 
vernment madcS very fcrious enquiries after 
their Author, who would have found a ready, 
furnifhcd lodging for the winter, in feme apart- 

mcnt in the ^aftille, 

t .... 

• - 

Chantoof 
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€3iantonsclans ua'baclm vaudcviHe 
Le retoiir des vcrtus qu^on aura, 
L*honneur gothique a la cour^ a la vilte^ 
Le fontiinent, qu'ontrouvc devietixftvlc^ 
Cela reviendra. 

Fran9ois,.ne|JcrdespaslVperanGe, ' 
Toutvabien, tout encor iiiieux ira ; , 

Laliberte, Iccreditj rabondonee, 
La candeur, les jefuites,, riimocence 
Ccla reviendra* 

Tout r(?vient, la piideur, le cduragc^ 
tta gaiet^, les moeurs, et c^teta^ 
- Je fais mcmd une demoifdle fage, 
Qui difoit, en perdant fon pucchgCi 
Cela reviendfaj 

r 

Let ts fing a playful vaodevflte, 

The return of the virtues we ihall have ; 
The Gothic honour at the ^ourt and citf , ' 
The Seolitnent, that is now b'ecoiw obfokte^ 
All will wturjj. 

Frenchman lofe no hopes^ 
All is weU; and all will be better- 
Liberty, credit^ and abundance. 
Candour, the Jefuits, and Innocence^ 
All will return. 

All wiU return, Modefty and Courage, 
Gaiety, morals et caetera, 

I know even X wife young lady wlio fai<J 
; Whe^ fhe hVd loft the precious gift of natur^^ 
jWI will return. 

' ^ ^ At 
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At an entertainment given by the Duke of 
Aiguillon, a fweetraeat, reprefenting the va- 
rious pa^ts of Europe, over vsrhich his mi- 
niftry extended, was placed in t|ie centre of 
the defert. The Duke offered fomeof it 
to the Vifcountefs de Fleury, to take her 
choice. This lady, after the ufual careleff- 
nefs of a pretty wonian, when (he has to chufe 
a fweetmeat, faid, then my Lord Duke give me 
France ; I can devour it as well as another. 



Rem,rlcaMe SoMETIMES thcfc frivoliteS WCrC chcckcd 

dK° ^ tijg folemn voice of a philofopher, when at 
the tables of the great, a phUofopher did not 
lofe his vb"ice. Diderot^ it is well known, 
was honoured by the favours of the Emprefs 
of Ruffia, and was confidered as her literary 
agent at Paris., piderot had long worn mourn- 
ing; which modeft drefs he confidered as not 
ill adapted for the charafter he afTumed, as a 
man of letters. -The Count dc Broglio, a 
petit maitre, attd a poof wit, attempted to ri- 
1 -, dicule 
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*''dicule him for the black coat which he af- 
" fcftcd to prefer for his drefs. He afkcd him, 

* * * 

if he was in mourning for the Ruffians ? Sir, 
replied the philofopher^ If I had to wear 
mourn wg for a nation, I fhould not go far to 
ieck for one. 



We fhall, for a moment, difplay the bizarre curiou. 

. -^ anecdotes •£ 

fafhions, which were continually changing at fXf*n? 

Paris; the refidence of every fp?cies of fafhion- 

< . . • »• 

able foUy. 

It will not be improper to preface thefe 

anecdotes, by the following defcrlption of the 

^ ' ■ ^ 

Parifians, which was written in 1715, by the 
great montefquieut From which it will ap-.* 
pear, that the French nation has long been 
charaderifcd for its volatility of tafte in drefs. 
They have only fhewn conftancy, in the 
inconftancy of their charader- 

" I find, (fays Rica, in the Persian Let- 
ters) Aat the caprice of fafliion with the 
French, is aftoniihing. They have forgot 

S3 how 
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how they wcw drcft this f uinmcr ; they are 
ilill more ignorant how theyfball be drcft 
next winter 1 of what ufe Were it to fend you 
an exa£t defcription of their cbaths, and thek 
drcfs. A novel fa(hton would come and deftroy 
my work» as that of their workmen i and 
before you would recpive my letter, all wpul4 
l)C changed, 

'* A lady, whp quits Paris for a fix months 
retirement, returns as ancient, as if (he had 
been out of the world for thirty yearst ^ 

f^ Sometimes thp bead drefs mount gra^^ 
dually, till a fuddcn revolution flattens them. 
There was a time when their itnme nfe height 
placed the face of a woman in the midft of herr 
felf. At another, it was the feet which occupied 
this place, for the high heels were a kind of pc- 
(ipftals, which kept them in the air. Builders 
have been oftpn obliged to raifc, lower, and 
widen thp doors^ aecprding as the ^adies 
drcflesr required/ • 

^c (hall npw CQRimunJcatc to the reader, 

a few 
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a lew anecdotes,. \*nich, among many, we fe- 
ti&y as no unaVnufijjg fpecifhens of a national 
'kvttyy unknown to any part of Europe, but 
iSic Freilch riadon, before their Revolution, 



# • * 



Amom o the curiofa extravagancies of Franccf, singular ex- 

travasancictj 

was the lingular fafliion, of wearing fquare ^'^ ^*^'*"" 

•Bats, or hats with four points/ It prevailed 

in 1776. This grote'fque covering, was ufed 

by the petit maitres for their morning difhablllc. 

Shortly afterwards, fottie innovators intro- 

)3uced a novelty of hats, with two points J 

this did not profper. XKc Englifh flouched 

hits, at length, prevailed above thq reft. All 

thefefafhions exifted in' the courfe of oftc 

ytear. The Duke deTRichelieu dirmifled" his 

valet, becaufe he gave him a Tiat with fotir 

— • 

points, inftead of two. .'.......". 

Drefs was often carried to fuch an clcceflivc 
extravagance, that the frivolous themlelves" 
could not help, fometimes expreffing their af- . 

tbnifhment* Thus, in the year 1781; when 

S 4 ' the 
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. the ThuiUeriiBS formed the fpot of faflikmtfaie 
rcfort^ it exhibited a theatre of fuck bifkrre 
fcenes^ that a Hog^irth might haye been taught 
ne^ leflqns^ and have given us the gepius of 
the nation, from his reprefentations of the ri* 
4iculou$, with which they abounded. The 
metropolfs was crouded by top many i41ers, not 
to have ibmc fingular ^nd extrayagan.t pnc^. 
Among fcvcral of thcfe extravaganza?,. I fli^U 
give two pf either fe3f. ^ ypung man appearcij 
in a coaf , waiftpoat, brpeches, ajid ftockings, 
pf the cplpur* of merd^ ^9^^^ (^ dark bofthf 
green) hi$ fliocs, and his h^^ . ftrings, wc^ 
^Ifo of the iame colour ; and to reach the fum?f 
mit of extravagance, his hair was powdere4 
with merde (toie. This original, foon |ttrj^ftc4 
a crow4 ; ai^d the 5tiifs was obliged to dcfirq. 
our little fop of the merde d'oie^ tp retreat. 

Not.lpng. aftpr, a Hdy elegantly dreffed, ap- 
peared at the |ame place in a riding habit, an4 
with a man's hat, holding it- in her hand, or 
taking it.ofF at plcafure. No lady before this^ 

it 
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, it app^tfs> wore an habit, for* this femjf^e Cifh' 

I 

gjulatity attraufked admkeF^ i butt Ii]ce her male 
predeceffor the fop, : fhe was' civilly defined tp 

r 

yrcsj: another hat, or not w^lk; in^the ThttiJ'- 
kries. 

It is not only by the eternal mutation of ff"^^t 
faihion) but by its extravagance, that the Ps 
.jifians of thofe days are to b^ diftinguiflied* 
.No iboner a mode appeared, but the futility, 
.J^vity, and fpry of the petit maitres, made it 
degenerate into the moft whimfical extrava^ 
gancc. In J786J reigned the mania of. but^ 
.tons; they not only wore th?m of an enor-t. 
mous fizc, as large a^ crown pieces, but they 
pointed on tbfjn mmaturesi and. other pidurcsj 
fo that a f?t of buttons v^ras pftcfi valued at an 
incredible pricp. Some of thefe pctjt maitres^ 
wore the modeft medals of the twelve Cefars ; 
others, antique ftatues ; and pthers, the meta-* 
fnorphofis of Ovid, At the Palais Royal, 4 
cynic was feen, who impudently wore on his 
buttons, above thirty figures from Aretin, fo 

that 



*hat every modeft womaiv (if there was affl6« 
. deft woman in Paris) muft have hecn obK^ 
to turn dwWay from this eccentric libertirfe, 
' ThQ young men, imitated the romatttic ^h'ey 
of the ancient knights of chivalry, and wotc 
on their buttons the Cypher of their hiiifcefs j 
and the Parifian wits, excrcifcd their puiyjr 
talents by formingwith the letters ^f the al* 
phabct, infipid* rcbuffes. Itt a word, the tna- 
jiufafture of buttons was a work of imagina*. 
tion ; which wonderfully difplayed the genkis 
of the artift, and the purchafcr> and wHic^ 
offered' an inejfhauftible. fource lor cohverfii* 
^ tion. 

^6 this feffiirfnable extravagance fuccceded 
in the faniie yfeaf, that of the WUiftcoatS. Thcfe 
became a capital objeft of luxury in drefi. 
They had theiii by dozens, and by hundreds ; 
as they had fhiftS/ They exhibited the faricy 
6f the wearer, by their fine paintings, and 
they were enriched by the iiEioll cbftly Ortia- 
picrits. Ambng the variety of fubjcfts they" 

offered 
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ofScrcd to the eye, a number of amoreus ami 
comic icenes were drawn i vine-gatherew, 
hunters, Jkc. ornamented the chefts of thte 
elegant i .and: ovor the belly of an effeminate 
trifler was feen a regiment 6f cavalry. One 
of thefe. amateurs, dclighred with finer fan- 
cies,, ha4 a do2en of thefe waiftcoats p&intcd, 
to reprefent the finfeft fcenes in Rickar4 Coeur 
4e Lion^ and the reigning operas of the day ; 
that his wardrobe might became a learned re-, 
pofitory of the drama, and perpetuate its hap^ 
picft fcenes J . . , 

Tbeie anecdotes, exhibit a reprefentktion of 
fach extreme kvity, and frivolous refinement, 
that in a. True Briton, who has never travelled 
out of his own neighbourhood, theymuft ex-, 
cite -not : lefs furprife than contempt* 

In 1774, a head-drefe was brought in vogue 
by fqmeadlulative courtiers, which was called 
^* Threaps of the prefefit time/- ^But they 
had more cf agreeable fancy than hiftoric 
trirth, They confifted of. two horns of>aburi- 

r * 

dance, 



%6j 



,*^" 



.268 /NATIONAL LEVITY. 

m 

; dance, richly loaded with golden cars of corn, 
huttg not ungracefully down the fides. This 
drcfs, which as may be imagined, was in- 
vented at Verfaillcs, Was little relUhed at Paris, 
when .flour was daily rifiag. in price, and 
while the unhappy people gazed on the beau* 
tiful ornaments of golden wheat ears, th^ 
were wanting bi'ead. 

r 

• . ; 

Of the 1- The fellers of fnuiF-bbxes, to excite the 

vity of the - 

empiiiicd Vn tafte of the amateurs, who inceflantly were 
^ot$,&c. calling for novelties, ingeniously invented 
J!ai boxesy whiph they, therefore, called their 
Platifudes. The drojlnef^ of their title, foon 
gave them a great run, The Duchefs of 
Bourbon, one day, went to one of the moft 
fafliionable (hops, and ^(ked for Turgottnesi 
the mafter appeared furprifed, and ignorant of 
the article /he wifhed to have. Boxes, like 
thefe, replied the Duchejfe, in pointing to 
thofe of the nevJr conftruftion. Madam, 
jhofe are Platitudes^ he anfwered ; yes ! yes ! 

4t 
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It is all the fairie things faid the Duchefs. 
What was the confcqucncc of this impertinence 
of the Duchefs of Bourbon ? It afforded a new 
topic for the circles of Paris ; the name of 
Turgot, remained to thefe flat boxes ; ,and 
every body haftened to buy his Turgotine^ or. 
his Platitude. "- . 



269 



A play on words, was often an extreme fa- 
vourite. One of thefe was called Les Tout ; 
under this quirk or joke, fourauguft perfonages 
were well enough charadlerifcd. It was thus, 
the king {^ycs a/I ; the queen fpends a//; mon^ 
Jieur buys all; and the Count SArtois^ laughs 
ztalL Ondit, que le Roi, epargne tout; que la 
Reine depenfe tout; que Monfieur achete 
tout^ et que le Comte d'Artois fe moque dc 
tout. 

In January 1763, the fafhionable topic of 
Paris, was a handfome Dutch lady, whofc 
name was Mrs. Pater. She was the wife of a 

Dutch 



»7^ 



Dutch merchant ; flic formed theconverfatioil 
of every polite cirdc, and the fubje£t of in-* 
numerable epigrams and madrigals The &>U 
lowing one ie among the tolerable ones ; the 

fl 

Frencli, it « feems, did' not ipare their moil 
&cred topics^ oh the mod: frivolous matters. 

Pater^ eft dans notrc Cite j 
SpirituSy je voudrois bien ctre, 
Et pour former U Triniti 
Ft It us on en verroit naitra. 

The nobility walked to her hou|b iii a pro- 
ceffion, obferves. a fatyrical wit of the day, 
Th6 honeft Dutchman, her hufband, fatigucdl 
witl\ thefe honourable ^ifits, faid ope day to 
the courtiers, in accompanying them to the 
door: *' Gentlemen, lam very fenfible of the 
honour you do me in vifiting me j but I think 
that you will find here little amufcment, I 
fpcnd the ^p^hole day with Mrs. Pater, and 

we fleep together at night ! — Mrs. Paster^ Jliow* 

( 

ever, proved atlaft> a^^/fe/;2^(f/ife. 

Tut 
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The funeral oration of the quc?n of Louis 
XV. was naacb by the bifhap of Puy, at Saint 
Denis. Itwa^a very coldcompoAtion. When 
fomebody prefent complained of the great 
heat before the Abbe de Voifcnon> this Abbe 
replied^ notwithftanding he was an Abbe> and 
tbe oration was a ceremony of religion, at the 
moment the coipfe of the queen was in the 
church.. This is aftoniihing, you have the 
cold breezes of Puy; a country as temperate 
as the bifhop himfelf. This poor pun, ex-< 
pofed our bifliop for above two years, to Ac. 
feverity of the frivolous circles of Paris. He was 
obliged to bury himfelf in his diocefc; and 
becaufe of this pun, hardly ever ventured 
to appear in public*. 



4/1 



The levity of the French, was not con* Tbcpiwhi. 

' * eijf French 

fined to the Parifians ; it fpread far and wide, '^f^jf^^^ 
and vvas not lefs obfervable in the remote Prt^ z^thtPm* 
vinces. When the Duchefs of Chartres came- 
to her provincial city ; on her firft arrival,; 

flic 
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(he ohiy appeared in a kind pf bonnet, uii-x 
addrned with that magnificence and multipli^ 
city of feathers, which the ladies, in imitatiori 
of thofe of Paris, wore. This modeil head- 
drcfs of the Duchefs, was i cauft of exulta- 
tion tQ the good hufbands, who had long pro- 
teftcdigainft the new falQiion. The ladies of 
Chartres> were perfedlly in defpairoh the oe* 
cafion^ as they confidered it as a due cpmpli- 
ment to their Duchefs to imitate her drefs^ 
and for this purpofe, it appeared neceffary to 
quit their beloved feathers. Matters remained 
in this dubious ftate for a week ; when the 
Duchefs having recovered from a violent cold 
(which h^d been the only rcafon of her mpdeft 
head-drefs) flie appeared at the theatre with a 
tree of feathers on her head. The honeft huf- 
bands beheld this menacing coeffure with 

. grief; and an univerfal joy was felt on this tri- 
umphal occafion by thq ladies of Chartres* 

' The next day, the fhops were emptied of thcif 
feathers ! This trifling anecdote is very pro- 
per 
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per^ to fhew the genius of fuch a nation of 
triflers i the provinces, it feems, had not a lefs 
infedlious air than Paris itfelf. 



In 1 777, We find that the hair drefling of 
ladies w4s fo important and incrcifing an 
art, that it became neceflary to augment the 
number of the artifts of thefe edifices* c^baautyC 
In confequence of this, zdeclarattoKJ^sgii^en 
at Verfailles, fhe rSth Auguft, and Tegiftered; 
in the Parliament, that^Kv hundred ladies hair^ 
drejfersy fhould be admitted to the company 
of Maitres Barbiers-Perruquiers. The price 
of their admifjioh, was fixed at fix hundred'^ 
livres. Befides this company, there were hair- 
dreflfers for the ladies of the lower clafs of 
people, and the Bourgedijes -, the talents of thofe, 
we are noticing, were to be devoted only to^ 
illuftrious and brilliant heads. 

But the affairs of thefe ladies hair-dreflfers. The govern- 
ment iffuc 

became more ferious in the year 1780. . Their ? "^^r^ «- 
order was augmenting at every hour^ and they ?he hS- ^ 

dreflen. 

T formed 
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fermed one of the moft important bodies at 
' Paris. Proud of the daily favours they en- 

joyed, and giddy with their pride, they openly 
Ihewcd their utmoft contempt for the reft of 
tiieir honourable confraternity. Barbers and 
wig-combers, they confidered as unworthy 
peers, and attempted to ftparate them&Ive« 
jfrom fuch ignoble affociates. They even pre-^ 
tended^ that they had a' juft righr to be joined 
to fomc fcientific corps. This imperious ri- 
vality, and the lamentable groans erf* the bar- 
bers, became an obje£t for the government's 
vigilance* Another decree was iffued from the 
Iting, dated- 24th January, which fixed theif 
number to fijc hundred 5 prohibits their haV-. 
ing more than one apprentice every three years, 
to kttf^fchools of hair-dreffing i and above all, 
tt^' place under tWfighs, the words^ Academie 
de Coeffeurs ! 

• • • • • 

In 178^ % fktyrical vaudeville appeared by 
ftf* CSiatncenctsf, intituled, " The Young 

3 Men 



m 
fatyrical 

vattdeviUe* 



Men of the Age !*' the Chevalier de Rda- Theyoung 

mcnofParif 

cherolles, recognifing himfeJf in the deftrip- fj^^^j 
tiofl> faid, that the Author defcrved to be 
caned. This came to the ears of the poet, 
\Krho immediately afked fatisladion froist die 
Count. They fought, and flightly wounded 
each bther. The bard, crowned with latrrels> 

r 
J « a 

did ri6t fail to (hew himfelf at the> q>era that 
evening, with his arm in a fling. . Thi$ cir-r 

R 

Cumftance, made the verfes ftiore pttpular than 
they would probably have othcrwxfe been. We 
give it to the reader,, as a piece proper tp pre- 
ferve in thefc Memoirs. 

fieaut^s qui fuyet la licence, l^e Beauttes who fly from Ikielfi^ 

Evit^i tous 1108 jeune$ gens ; tiouTnet^ 

L'amour a defert£ la Friiiice, Shun all our young men; 

A Tafpeft de ces grands enfants : Lov^e has deferred France, 
lis ont par leur ton, leur langage, At' theVii^ of ffit«ifettkeik«^l)t8» 

£ffiirouch6 la voluptl, ' drtl^. 

Etgard^ pour tout appanage, They hare by t^eit ^ct' Ml 

L'ignorance et Isr ^ullite. iangtuil^ - 

RendetdtvoluptUouTiifersftri^, 
M&'kiipt f(ir th^ofrly dafMQtf 
Ignorance and nochingtiers. 

Malgr^ If ur tournure fragile, Notwithftanding their idleness* 

A courir ils paflent leur texhs i They pafs their time in running 

III ibnt imporcuns a la tille cvevy where j 

T^ AM 
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A la cour ils {put importaBs: 
Chacun d'eux fans appel decide, 

Au (pedlacle ils ont Fair mdchant ; 
Par tout la fottife les g^aide, 
* PartoQt Ic mepris les attend. 



Pour eUx, les foins font des vetilles 
. £t Tefprit n'ciJL qu'un lourd bon 

-' ' fens i .* 
Ill font gadches aupres desfillesy 

Aupres des femmes indecens. 
Leur jargon ne pouvant s'entendrey 

Si leur. jeunelTe peut tenter, 
C6ux que le befcin a fait prendre, 
^ X•*'enn^i ^bientpt les fait quitter. 

Sur leurs airs ct fur leur figure, 
*• Ptefque tous fdhdcnt leur cfpoir ; 
JU font entrer dans leur parujre., 

Tdtit Ic gout qu'ils penfenravoir. 
Dans le cercle de quelque belles, 

Ils vont s'^tablir en Tainqueurs, 
Mais ils out toujours aupres d'ell^s; 

Plus d'aifance quQ de JFaveurs. 
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jp<j:out«€ leurs bomjqesforuines, 

Ils ne fe prevalent jamais ; 
ilitars. maitre0^s font (i (:49mmui}e8, 

Que la horte les. t^^ d(fcrets : 
JI9 pfeferent, .(l^ns leur ivreiTe, 
XJiJU^.dcbauchfii^ox p4u>4pi«:p^gu- 

(irs; . , -.'-^ 

Us gouteut fans d^Iicateire, . - 
. Pes jouiifanaes fans defirs. ^ 



In the city importunate. 

In court important. 
Every one pronounees like a jud^ $ 

At the theatre they look wicked; 
Every where folly guides them. 

Every where contempt attends 
them. 

For them refped^ful politenefs is 
trifling, 

And wit but aflfe^tation ; 
Before modeft girls they are awkard 

Before women they are indecent. 
Their jargon is fo unintelligible 

That if their youth (hould tempt, 
Thofe whom defire has allured 

Soon quit them with contempt. 

UpQn their grace, and their per- 
fon, 

Almoft all found their hopes; 
TAey have difplayed in their dreft 

Whatever tafte they niay have* 
In the circle - of fome fair ones. 

They come, to eftabliik them- 
felves as conquerors.; 
But they have always with them 

More freedom, than favours. ' 

Of all their good fortune 

They never boaft in public. 
Their miftrelfes are fo common 

_ * 

That ihame renders them dif- 
creet. 
They prefer in their ebriety, 
Debauchery to the fofteft plea« 
fures ; 
They lafte without delicaey. 
Enjoyments without defires. . 

Pulflbt 



fj A T I O N A L. UEX rPrTT 

^ii&nt la yoiupti£, les graces, ^ yo)iigtueura*r»aiicllH|/Gra^^: 

Les expulfer loin de leur cour : Far expel them from their court ! 
£t favorlfer en leur places. And fSivour iif *lie)!l.of!th^m 

La gait6, Tefprit et Tamour I Gaiety, wit, and Ipvc I 

Les d^ferteurt de la tendrelfe, The deferters bf tender neifs 

DoLvent-ils gouter ces douceurs ? <^baU tb^y ts^e thefe 4eli|(hts ? 
Quand ils dcgradent la jeunefle, . Wh^n they degrade youth, 

Endoivent'ils cueiller les fleurs' Shall they cgilitSibtighrflowBfs} 
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. Jf fuclj jwrcr^ the young men of Paris, it apr l^^^""^ 
pears, that th* manners of the young ladies fcr[h^^* 
were not lefs reprehenfible. The'youth of 
both fews^ indeed^ were relaxed by every 
ipecies of difTolutenefs and frivolity ; yplup- 
tUQus without defire, capricious withpijt tafte, 
they follo\yed the volatility of fafliion, isyith aU 
the ardour of idlers, who occupy themfelves 
on thpfe objefts which exprt np pnergy of 
mind, and come not with the folemnity of 
inftrudlion, but foUpit regard by the gaiety of 
trifling. 
. Of the ftate of the French women, w^ 

\ 

receive an ample idea in the following prize 
fubjed, which we find in the Efprit des Jqu^^ 
naux, for 1783, propofed by the Royal Aca-f 




^g NATION AX LEY 17 Y. 

ckmy ^f Sciences md Bellas Lettres at R<mees 
It is (ohferres the monthly critk) an mi€^^ 
ingqucilipn, 

fs not the little care which is bellowed on the 
{nftftt^ion of women devoted by theif pre&nt 
education to idleneis, pr frivolous occupations* 
the iBoft immediate caufe of the change 
that has taken p^ce in the manners of th« 
nation ? 

It is in the cmflefs variations of fefliion that 
the follies of the fair are to be obferved. Yet 
cndlcis as thefe may appear they fecm fome^ 
times to have exhaufted their invention, and 
they had recQurfe to reviving the moft obib^ 
fete fafliions, In 1782, there was a rage 
among the ladies for wearing long and wide 
aprons 5 and ample neclc cloths, fignificantly 
called by the French desjicbus^ bpcaufe they 

concealed the ^ne neck of a lady, Madame 
!a Marechalc de Luxembourg could not pa?» 
tientiy fuifer them % flie faid, they bad thd 
air of a cook and '^ tpuriere 5 that is, female 

feryants 
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ftf vante who attend the nunneries. T© ridi- Anecaoteiof 

« latyncal 

cule with good humour the Dutchefs of Lau- ^^^and"^* 

~ vei'fefonthe 

2un, her grand-daughter, me fent her for a occfiwu 
new-year's gift an apron of failclodi, bordered 
with a (iiperb lace, and half a dozen of neck- . 
handkerchiefs of the thickefl cloth equally 
ornamented. This curious envoy made fome 
noife at Paris, and excited the poetical vein of 
the Chevalier de Boufflers ; he gave on this 
occafion a charming fong, which- 1 tranfcribe 
for the pleafure of the reader. All the pro- 
duftions of this ek^;ant poet are exiemely 
beautiful, and full of thofe. light graces which 
enchant men of tafte. The ibng is divided 
into two parts. In the firft, he fpeaJks to the 



J'applaudis a Temploi nouvtau . I applaud the new employ 

Qu*on donne a ma coufine ; That is given to my couHn ; 

Jamais auffi 6rian4 morceau Never a more delicious morfel 

N'entra dians «}a cuifine ; Has ever entered inta my kitchen. 

Elle auroit tort de r^pugner« She would do wrongnot tobe pleas'4 

A Tttat gu'elle embraflf $ With th&iituacien Ike has cbofen; 

C Vft ou le bon gout doit regner It is where good tafte is the arbiter| 

^>Ik fift mk^z ft ia |)l«pe. That ihe is molt ^dy«o^geo«lAy 

placed. 
T4 ^ 
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On fait que des gouts delicati 

Le fien eft le modelle ; 
Ceux neme qui ne le font pas 

Le deviennent pres d'elle : 
Mais ma tante on vous avertit, 

Que votr^ cuifiniere 
Ne fait qu'^veiller Tappetity 

£t pcMnc ie f^isfaire ! 



It is known that or4cl^cate ta£tes/ 

Her's is the pcrfeft model ; 
Thofc who are devoid of it 

Receive it, when near her. 
But, aunt, I muft tell you, . 

That your little cook 
Only awakens the appetite, 

But does not Satisfy it* 



He addreffes himfelf then to the touricre, 
or nun who attends the turning door of the 
convent. 



Vous en qui mon ocil pr^venu 

Vit une cuifiniere ; 
Paifez moi d'avoir mdconnu 

La plus digne touriere : 
Pieux coftume, doux maintien, 

Prevenance difcr^te; 
Oh ma touriere ! Ton voit Bicn 

Qii'w itpMj: vous etf s f aite\ 






Enjre le cloitre et les mondains. 

Ma divine touriere, 
Semhle habitei fur les confins 

Du cieUt de laterre.j 
Tous deux a fon afpc^it emus 

Doivent rendre les armes, 
Les immortels a fes vertus, 

Les mortels a fes charmes ! 

Let US obfcrve the 
^ French nation treated 

4* .1. .■ 



You in whom^^ny anticipated eye, 

Beheld a c©ok. 
Forgive pie not t© have known 

The moft worthy touriere ; 
Pious luahners, and foftappearance^. 

Wifdom fo difcreet I 
O my touriere, we fee well 
^- That you are well made for the 
turning. 

4. « -" 

Between the cloifter and the worldi 

My divine touriere. 
Seems to live upon the confines 

Of heaven and of earth. 
Both alike moved at her facey 

Muft yield to her ; 
' The immortals to her virtues^ 

The 'inortals to her charms . 

levity with which the 
their heroes, apd fuch 

perfonages 
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perfonages who attrafted by their political owenra. 

■* ^ ' * lions and 

importance, a temporary regard. When the JSfil^ty*"* 
Duke of Chartres returned to Verfailles, after %with 

which the 

his wonderful fea-figbt at Ufhanf with Ad- f^*a,d, 
miral Keppel, the palace was croudcd by 

courtiers of all defcriptions who were anxl- 
oufly w^aiting to falute their naval hero. In 

ftepping fronv his carriage an abbe prefented 

him with a long panegyric in verfe ; the Duke 

could n.ot afcend the ftair-cafe by the {)reffing 

croud of adulators who furrounded him. In the 

evening our royal admiral went to the opera, 

and the piece could not be heard, becaufe 

of the loud acclamations of joy with which the 

public faluted their able and glorious admiral. 

Let us now pafs to Paris. The Duke of 

Chartres had gradually funk in the eftecm 

of the Parifians. It was now curious to ob- 

ferve the fudden change of opinion in the 

town. A popular delirium fpread through 

■0 

the honeft citizens ; and the ilreets and the 

theatres - 
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theatres refounded with the name of the ctm^ 
tcmptible Orleans. 

In the evening, when he appeared at the 
opera, every one prcfent rofc, and a clamor^' 
OMS appkufe lailed for above twenty minutes. 
When the public finiihed, the orcheHra be» 
gan to exprefs their g:eal, by loudly flouriflx* 
ij|ig their triumphal trumpets. 

There was at this time a company of idler? 
who ufed to affemble in the Palais -Rx)yal, un* 
der d capacious tree which had hccn tranff- 
planted from Cracovia. Thefc idlers called 
themf^lves CrflCQviJif, and their fociety «very 
cvcniftg acquired «ew members j inckcd ^H 
the Parifians may be fuppofed to have been 
Cracovifts, Under this tree they amnfed 
themfelvts with converfing on the new fe* 
ilaioiis, and occafionally, as much »s they 
flared, with the pplkkal incidents of the d^, 
Gur hero became an ample fubje*^ for their 
diflcrtations, and they agreed in the ^c«f$ of 
their gratitude to club their fixpences to give 

fome 
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ibme public m>rk of their admiration. Their 
Sixpences poured in fo fafti that at kngtit 
jfeeyfaw thcmfelves enabled to hav« a hand of 
muiicians and very brilliant fire- works. The 
inhabitants of the adjacent Areets illuminated 
their windows, and the people were admitted 
that evening into the gardens of the Palais 
Royal. Every thing pafled with the utmoft 
tmnquillity ; if we except the loud vem\ viih\ 
n>icf\ which with ihouts of triumph were re* 
peated for this wonderful naval hero. 

Yet all was not terminated ; the career of 

gtery was ftill prolonged by the induftrious 

adulation of Paris. One of the extraordinary 

follies exhibited on this occafion by the 

good people of Paris, during the fhort tqCi^ 

deuce of the Duke there, was the following. 

They dreffed a wicker image to reprefent the 

peribn of Admiral Keppcl *, they fang a fong 

on his defeat^ in prefence of the Duke and 

Dutchefs, they dragged him then in a dung^p 

cart, and af^er haying broke their fcjurvyjefts 

on 
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on this poor wicker figure, he was thrown 
into the pond of the Palais Royal, with all 
the abufivc epithets and imprecations, which 
a fwinifti multitude can (o copioufly difplay. 
What is furprifing in this affair is, that their 
highneffes could authorife fo indecent a fpec- 
tacie to pafs under their eyes, and fanftioncd 
as i^ wer^ by their approbation. But perhaps 
the Duke defigned by all this to p^rjuade the 
' good people at Paris that he really had ob- 

tained a complete viSlory over the Englifh 
fleet — or perhaps conceived that a triumpb 
was honeftly due to him,-becaufe he had not 
been defeated by Admiral Keppel. 

But the triumph of the Duke of Chartres 
did not here terminate. Such was the na-- 
tknal levity^ that fcarcely after ten days fuch 
clamorous plaudits, the town turned rebel* 
lious, recanted from all their former proceed- 
ings, and he who had juft received the tribute 
of public gratitude, became the butt of every 
wit and the objedl of every fatyrifl:. ^ His xna-* 

' ritimc 
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rititxie exploits, his return to Paris, his often- 
tation at (hewing himfclf immediately at the • 
opera, and the ftupid admiration of the ideots, 
were all now expofcd. One of thefe vaude- 
villes is not amifs. It was moft favourably 
received by the city, and found even admirers vaudc^ie 

on the Duke 

at the court. The fatire was ftill rendered "^ ^^>»^^ 

ft 

more poignant, by the author adopting the 
verfes to the tune of a fong much in vogue, 
and which had for title Les Revenans. The 
poet addrefles himfelf to4iis Serene Highnefs 
in the following ftanzas. 



Vous feitcs rcntrcr notrc armce ; You ord^r our fleet to return home, 

L'Anglcterre trcs alarm^e England trembling with the alarm, 

Voi^ en louera : , Will praife you ; 

£t vous joindrez a ce fuflfrage, And you will unite to this fufifrage, 

l^es laurters et le dtgne hommage, The laurels and loud homage 

Dc Topera ! Of the opera. 

Quoi I vous avez vu la furore f What, you have finelt the fmoke f 

Quel prodige ! la renomm^e A prodigy ! Fame prepares , 

Le publiera ! To puUifli it ; 

Kevenez vite, il eft bien jufte Return quick, it is but ju)l 

P'offirir votre perJTonne augufte. To ihew your auguft perfon 

A Toptera ! Ac the open. 



/^ 
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Tcl chertlMnt la toifon iameuie, Thas {^klng for the ^Humt ^OCC^ 
Jafon fur la mcr orageufe Jafoa on the ftormy fcas 

Sfr hatarda : Adventured ; 

Jln'eneut qu'tin^^etpourvos peiae&,He had but one ; for your labours 
Je V0U8 en promets deux douzaines^I promife you two dozen 

A Topera.! Ac the opera. 

Chers badauds courez a la fStc ; Di;ar fools, run to' the fe Rival, 

Parnai vous erica a tue^t^e^ Cry till your throats are koarfo^ 

Bravo ! bravo ! Bravo, bravo. 

Cette grandt a^iofide gneiTre,^ This nobk adtien in wtfr»' 

Eft telle qu'il nt s'en voit-guere> It fuch, that is rarely ieenany where, 

Qtt*aroperal But af the opera. 

Grand prince, pourfuis ta carriere,Great prince f purfue your career, 
Viranchis nobleAent la barriers, Nobly leap over- the bcurrier, 

De I'c^ra! ^ Of the opera, 

Par de & rares entreprilcs, By fuch rare enrerprifes, 

A jamais tu t'immortalifes. You wfll immortalize youirfeff^ 

A Topera J At the opera. 



The immortality of the Duke indeed did 
not laft above a fortnight ; and his inanity 
had only rendered him ridiculoufly conlpi- 
cuous. In the fiiafquerades which the queen 
had after her lying-in, uhdcr the cover of a 
malk, the courtiers^ often exprefled their ge- 
nuihe fentiments. Truth then appeared at 
court. Among the many poignant retorts 
.which the Duke received in thofc few days of 

liberty. 
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liberty,, one from a lady whom he infulted, is 
perhaps the moft tolerabfe. M, De Genlis, 
in reviewing with the Dufce fcveral ladies at 
the ball pointed to one near them, who at- 
tracted by the graces of her figure* The 
Duke, in a loud whifper^ faid. It is a beauty 
that has pafled, Cejl un beauti pajfee. My 
Lord, retorted the irritated lady. It is like 
your feme. Mon feigneur, cefi . comme voire 
renommk^ 



The national levity was amply difplayed Anccd^es 

. *" ^ ^ "* relative to 

when Dr. FrankKn firft excited their atten- 'l^^'T 
tion* He for a long time was a fafhionable ^ i>- 

Frauklia. , 

topic, and the enthufiafm of the French (who 
perhaps were ardently defirous of obtaining 
that liberty, which was then for them but a 
vifionary perfetftion they did not yet venture 
to gaze at) difplayed itfelf in all the multiform 
flxapes pf extravagance. Franklin becan^e 
their idol ; becaufe in paying their homages 
to him, they at the fame time gave a vent to 

thofe 
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thofe concealed feiitlments refpeding govern- 
ment which would have been too dangerous 
for them openly to have expreffed. Their 
frivolity fecmed animated by a new energy, 
which the following anecdotes will perhaps 
fufficiently difplay. 

rrnch ' In 1777, the reigning mode was to have 

anecdotes of , /-TNT^ift ^ t 

Di. Frank- an cngraving of Dr. Franklm placed over the 

chimney; as formerly, fays a cotemporary 

, jeurnalift, they ufed to have a pantin. A 

pantin was a kind of puppet which was made 

to move on iprings and generally mieant for. 

the amufement of children. It is curious, 

continues the fame journalift, to obferve the 

portrait of this grave Englifhman turned into 

derifion, like that of the trifling plaything 

which entertained our idlers thirty years ago. 

A print-fliop fold 6000 of thefe portraits in 

the lirft week of their appearance. 

Dr. Franklin, an honeil and fturdy Briton, 
« 

mufl at his firil refidence in the frivolous 

% 

^ . court 
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court of Vcrfailles, have felt a continued in* 
dignation and a fincere contempt for the puny 
Sybarites who furroundcd him, A ftem re- 
publican, as he pretended to be, would not 
patiently have fupported the fhameful luxury 
and the abjedl fervility which glared on his 
contemplation at every regard the philofbpher 
caft about him. Perhaps it was the perfua- 
fion x)f the neceffity of fupporting them for 
the intereft of his infant nation that induced 
him not to vent a groan, jDr give way to an 
expreffion which might appear to reproach this 
ruinous magnificence, this infulting oppref- 
fion, while he faw the greater part of the na-.^ 
tion languifhing in extreme mifery.' 

At iirft, however. Dr. Franklin was Dr. 
Franklin. No man is corrupted at the firfl 
attack j hunian nature is to be mined, not 
ftornied. He feems gradually to have ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to the reigning vices and 
frivolities, till at length the ftern republican 
appeared without a blufh at brilliant balls, 

U divine 
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divine foppej:^ and all the elegan): fccnes of 
faiblonable dtfljpation. 

Thefc reflexions have arifen naturally fron^ 
the following anecdote which wc £hall give ia 
the cxa(£l words of the reporter. It is dated 
in February 1778. 

Dr. Franklin humanlfes himfelf and beginp 
Xo fhew himfelf ir> company, even in the 
inoft faftiion^ble circles. This fhews more 
than any thing his good underftaijdjng with 
the government, and the fatisfaftion he de* 
rives from the good news lately received fronj 
his coufitryr Lately he was at a ball given by 
Madame de Floiflac, the lady of a financier. 
There was a charming affemblage of. young 
and beautiful won?en, who every one fuccef- 
' lively went to pay him their homage, and 
embrace him, in fpite of his fpedlacles. 

The philofophersi however, are greatly 
offended. with the oftentatious luxury which 
he fufiers in his grand-children, and which 
forms a Angular pontraft with the fimplicity 

of 
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of the Englifli philofQphcr* They have fet 
up a new fashion of wearing red heeis; a 
frivolous decoration, very well for a courtier 
of Vcrfaillesi but very unworthy of the dc* 
fcendants of one of the hea^S of the Congrefs 
of Phikdelphia* 

One of the moft ftriking mottoes which 

were chofen for the portrait of Dr. Franklin, 

is the following one, which chara<Sterifcd this 

*^eat man* It is, indeed, a fine verfe, and of 

fingular felicity. 

Erlpuit coelo fulmen, Soeptnii^ue tyTannis« 

He ravifhed the lightiyog from Heavea, noi^ t^ 
fcq)tre from tyrants- 

This in as conci^ a nianner as pofHble, gives 
us the two great labours of Fjranklin ; as ja 
phUofophcr, his dijTcoveries in eleiStricity ; anfl 
as a politician, his eimncipatiop of the op- 
preflcd American^. 

We muft place in this article, the reception 
of Voltaire on his return to Paris j the extra- 

U 2 . vagancc 
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curiou. vagance diiplayed on this occafion, was cer- 
vS'^ tainly more the efFedt of the national levity, 

reception otX. - /• i • • • /• 

his return tothan of thcir genuine admiration for fuperior 
genius. RoulTeau never received fuch loud 
public tributes of applaufe. But the fads 
will beft explain themfelves. Let us attend 
this vain, frivolous, ingenious, and even fub- 
lime Voltaire ; his fatuity more powerful even 
than his fenfibility ; his pride greater than his 
genius ; his impudence fo exceflivc, that tt 
length it ended in modefty. All this in Vol- 
taire was extravagance \ but the Parifians were 
•ftill more extravagant. 

Whether any fatirical, or other Signification 
• was intended, it is, perhaps, difficult to affirm ; 
but Voltaire, on his return to Paris, appeared 
in ' a chariot - painted with a iky blue, and 
ftrewed with liars. He, perhaps, refolved* 
that the world fhould not be miftaken when 
he rodp about the town; or, perhaps, he 
*^ imagined that his coming to Paris was the 
fame as agoing to Heaven. 

He 
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' He had prepared the public, for his ap^ 
pearance that night at the theatre, x^lh ex- 
pedling multitudei had filled the vaft court- 
yard of the play^houfe. Scarce had this ex- 
traordinary man appeared in this extraordinary 
chariot, when everyone cried — " There he is/* 
f— The Savoyards, the apple-women, all the 

canaille of the quarter were there, and the 
acclamations of Five Voltaire^ refounded with- 
out end. The Marquis of Villette, who had 
Arrived before, went to receive him in de- 
fcending from the chariot, in which he was 
accompanied by the Procureur Claufe. Both 
fupported him with difficulty, and faved him 
with fome trouble from the embraces of the 
eager croud. At his entrance in the play- 
houfe, a more elegant world, feized with the 
genuine enthufiafm of genius, crouded round 
him ; above all others, the ladies threw them- 
lelves before him and ftopt his way. that they 
might contemplate him the better. Some 
were even feea to touch, tremblingly alive all 

U 3 ' 
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over, his df els, and fomc even fnatched fome 
of the far of his coat. 

This faint, or god of the evening. Was to 
feat himfelf between Madame Denis, and 
Madame de Villette ; and the pit v^ith convql** 
fiye rapture, waited the moment when the 
poet was to appear. He came, and they im^ 
mediately called /or the crown, Brifard, an 
aftor, approached to place it on his head — • 
Voltaire <!ried out, j4b Dieu ! vous votdix 
done ine faire mourir^ weeping with joy, and 
fefufing the honour. He took the crown and 
- prefented it to his belle et bonne. She refufed 
it, till the Pfiiice dc Beauveau fcifing the 
laurel, replaced it on the head of the French 
Sophocles. 

* > ■ 

But the greater triumph \Vas refer vtfd for 
the clofe of the play, which was one of his 
own tragedies. His buft had been brought 
from the academy, and was pow placed on a 
> pedeffal on the ftage. The a(ftors furrounded 
It in a demt circle, eilch holding a garland in 

' the 



NATIONAL LEVITY. 

the Tiand, A trbwn was plactfd on tli6 bifft ; 
the noife of traittpets, drums, artd fl^cS, aii- 
iwuncc'd the ceremony, and Matdanie Vcilris 
Kaldirtg a papc;-, repcatfed' with an cittphafii 
proportiorieii to tht extravagaiice of the whok 
iCc^nc, the fofl6wing verfes, 

Aux yeux de Paris enchante 
^ Regois en ce joirr un hommage, 

Qiie confirmeraf d'age en age. 
La fevere Poflerite. 

N^on, tu n'as pas belbin cj'atfeindre au noir rivage, 
: fom Jouir des honneurs de rimmortalit^ ; 

• Voi-TAiRErccoislacouTonne 
Que Ton vient de fe prefenter; 
II eft beau de la merite , 
Quaftd c*eft ta Prance cjfii la donnd. 

T'^ the eyes of eAchahted Paris 
Receive now tbis tribute ; 
Which will be confirmed from age to age 
By fevere Pofterity. 

No ! for you it is not neceffiiry to reach the tSkck ftreana. 
To enjoy the honours of immortality. 

Voltaire receive the crown 
.That has beehjuflE offered; 
.It IS glorious Co m^rit fuch a diftmclion, 
Whea it 4* France that^ves it. 



*9r 



296 NATIONAL LEVITY. 

These vcrfcs were encored ; and an en^v- 
ing has been made of (his fcene. Every a(ftor 
placed his garland round the bufl ; and becaufe 
Mademolfelle Fanier, in a fanatic extafy chofe 
to kifs it ; every other aftor kifled the buft. 

When the performance finally clofed» a new 
confufion remained for the modeft philofopher. 
Juft feated in his chariot, the croud would no' 
fufFer him to depart. The horfes were ftopt, 
and our reporter lays, Aey were kifled. Seve- 
ral young poets cried out, that the modern 
Apollo fhould be dragged home by the peo- 
ple 5 but as the croud were not all poets, there 
were not a fufficient number of enthufiafts 
ready for this purpofe. However, Voltaire 
heard as he pafled along, an eternal echo of 
Vivats. 

gttch was the apotheofis of Voltaire, and 
fuch the nationat delirium. When he returned 
home, he again wept, and modeJftly protefled 
that had he had the flighted idea of what 
had paflTed, he would not have 'gone to the 
plgy. . Charmed withjiis reception at Paris, 

be 
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he iimnedtatel^ bought a houfe ; but his re- 
ception coft him too dear ; for the agitation 
gave fuch a ihock to his aged frame^ that he 
died in the next month, 

Th e frivolity of thefe Sybarites is fufficiently ^.a^^irlf 
evident; Jtothing could awaken them from their tLVaifrwi- 

lity. 

trifling refinements. In February 1779* at 
the very moment they and their Spanifli ally 
had received the completeft defeats, an univerfal 
joy took place in Paris. The bbjcS that 
could fix the attention at this critical period, 
was not a battle won, or a fleet dcftroyed ; it 
was an opera dancer* The celebrated Made-- 
moifellc Guimard, who having had the mis- 
fortune of ftraining her foot, en repetant un 
pas de deuxy in the ballet of Medea and Jafon, 
rendered Paris unhappy. This accident caufed 
a general alarm, and the ivar with Knglahd 
was forgotten j Their wounded admiral, the 
Count d'Eftaingi and their numerous foldiers, 
who periftied before Savannah, was the con- 
' * '^ verfation 
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ver&tion of a few days ; but the ftcam of Gut- 
mard's foot rendered them kiconlblable. TboL 
nobility^ the clergy, and the tiers etat, (%s 
the writer of the Lettres Hiftoriques, Politi-^ 
ques et Critiques) alike participated in thi& 
public calamity* Every one hailened to leave 
his ticket at her houfe ; and her Suifs twice^ 
ft day diflributed a bulletin of her fitiiation^ as. 
was cuftomary with the royal family* The. 
day (he danced on the ftage, appeared a day of 
public feftivity. In what country, ancient or 
modern, were aflors, but what is worfe,. 
opera dancers^ thus protected, and adored, as a 
virtuous nation, would have adored illuftrioDA 
characters ? 

Another ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ occafionally occupied their 
thcTr friv^ volatile minds, their levity was alib defirous of 
, , feeing the. nature of a. battle — at leaft at the. 
6pera. TJie celebrated Noverre, in one of 
his ballets, introduced a iiumber of the French 
guards to perform their manoeuvres* The 
tfftOi was jftriking ; and when the poft brought 

a new 
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ft new account of a 6t(t^t, the frivolous Pa- 
rifians coniblcd tbcmfelves with a view of 
their foldiers mixed among their dancers ! All 
the nobility affifted at this fpedack; and the 
Marechal de Biron, complimented Noverre in 
bis having converted the opera into a fchool 
of Tallies, Thfe ferjeaht who had the honour 
of needing thefe foldiers, on the theatrical 
boards, wa:s reconTpenfed by a crofs of the 
order of Saint Louis ! 

If fome, who appear to have poffelTeA a 
gravity not congenial to the fentiment$ of their - 
fellow citizen, cenfufed thefe theatrical ex- ' 
hibiticJns, ^Ad faid, that thefe foldiers, might, 
in war, be employed to a more ufeful purpofe ; 
there were not wantiftg fome who flattered 
the public tafte by agreeable verfes* The fol- 
lowing ones attracted notice, tbdugtl they 
hav^ little but their vanity to diftinguifti them* 
The lift Itne is fatyrical and not amifs, 

Qiiand Mars nous laifle aupres des belles, 
Kdu6 nf voyon«> nou^ a'aiij^ons iju^cjles, 

Et 
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Et nous bomons tous nos exploits, 
A fuivrc dc Tamour les loix. 
Mais auffitot que Mars ordonnc 
' Que nous alliens fou5 fes drapeaux, 
Nous quittans Venus pour Bellone, 
Au elergi cedant nos travaux. 

Thccrcdu. The Bottle-conjuror, was Ions; a caufc o 

Jity of the J ' o 

Anccdoi!^' exultation to our Gallic neighbours, which 

nhjchfcrvci 

""tTo^^hr '^^y eternally repeated as 'a proof of our 
hottic-con. jj^fj^jj^j credulity, and the facility with which 

we might be impofed on. The following an-, 
ccdote will, however, ferve as a counterpart, 
and we may, if it is worth the while, take 
our revanche^ on our once gay rivals. 

In December 1783, when the air-balloons 
were the objedt of public attention, there ap- 
peared in the Journal de Paris, the fafhionablc 
periodical publication of that period, a let- 
ter from a watchmaker, who, without fub- 
fcribing his name, offered to traverfe the river 
Seine, between the Pont Neuf, and the Pont 
Royal, fo quickly, that a faft trotting horfe, 

■ 

which was to fet.ofF at the fame time, fliould 
;'• 4 not 
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not reach the oppofitc extremity, before him. 
To make this experiment, he alked for his re- 
ward, two hundred louis, when he reached 
the appointed fpot ; and which were merely to 
pay his traveling expfences to, and loft time 
at, Paris. He appointed the firft of January, 
if the river was not frozen, for the experi- 

' ment* The town was immediately agitated ; 
fubfcriptions filled rapidly; and at the court 
and the city, their only talk was concerning 

' the watchmaker, who, like another Saint 
Peter, was able to walk on the water, fafter 
than a horfe could trot by land. As fomc, 
however, appeared to doubt its prafticability, 
he fatisfied the enquirers, by defcribing his 
apparatus. Thefc coniifted of a pair of claf- 
tic Sabotiy joined by a thick bar. Every 

fabot was to be one foot long, and itv^n inches 

*high, on an equal breadth; and if neceflary, 
he was to holH in each hand a bladder ftrongty 

■' - . - ^ 

blown. He afTured the public,' that he could 
repeat the miracle fifty times in an hour* 

About 
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About the 20th of the months the public 
^werc alarmed by fevcral reporte^ that the 
wa&chmaker of Lyons^ who wa$ to walk 
over the river Seine, without wetting his feet, 
was an ideal peribnagc. The learned journal- 
ifls^ were humiliated by the confeffion of a 
.^cetious gentleman M. Combles, who> in the 
gaiety of his imagination, had attempted to 
try the credulity of the Parifians. But our 
humourift greatly endangered his liberty hy 
the joke ; for he had not only impofed on &- 
veral diftinguiihed perfons, but a fociety at 
Verlailles had fubfcribed a thoufand livres, and 
which fociety was formed by Monjieur^ who 
is too grave a prince to fufFer with impunity 
any perfonal ridicule. Indeed, the city ojf 
Paris had begun to hwi^fcaffclds, far the con- 
venience .of the fubfcribers* 

The facetious invention of M. Combles, 
yazs in great danger of being puni/hed like 
a ftate crime ; and dreading the refentment of 
Monfieur and the city of Farisy ,^e haftened to 

the 
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the Heiitehant of the pcAice, and fupplicated 
1bu» aiSftancc to extricate him from t&is iin-i 
gular eml>arrailment. He afTared him^ that 
he was led to play this joke, with no evil 
deiign^ but merel^y as having obferved fince 
the invention of the ^roftatic machines^ that 
the Parifians talked of e&^ing every wonder 
they conceived, it was to give a timely check 
to the national credulity, that he had imagined 
this harmlefs piece of pleafantry. He defired 
that the lieutenant would inform the public, 
that he was author ifed in giving notice, that the 
watchmaker, in attempting an experiment on 
tlie river Rhone, had funk, and been drowned. 
The lieutenant, in anfwcr, told him, that he 
could not authorife fo impudent a fidion, but 
would do Ins utmoft in folicitxng his Majefty -s 
pardon. When M. Breteuil prefented the 
kjng with the lieutenant's letter, his Majefty 
laAighcd, and amufed himfelf at the coft of 
Monfieur, and the Court. It was thought 
proper to conclude this affair, by informing the 

I public 
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public, that the watchmaker was iniane, and 
that he was neither de£iroi;is nor capable of 
performing his engagement. Many of the 
fubfcribers could not, however conceive, that 
to walk over the river, as faft as a horfe can 
trot, was lefs impradicable than to ride in the 
air. 



Ttiegcmut The National Levity was infenfibly de- 

of the nation ' ' •' 

w«r ano. clining about the American war. ^ In 1782, 

thcr appear- 
ance about a writer defcribes' the ladies as being all ./fo- 

tnc time or . *-' 

)A w«r glomanes ; arid, indeed, about this time, after 
the fplendid vidory of Rodney^ the fafliion- 

' able female Parifians, wore bonnets a la Rod-- 

^ ney. For the vanquifhed, voluntarily to ex- 
hibit the honours, and thus to rejoice in Ac 
advantages, of the enemy, is a curious faft in 

.the hiftory of human nature, and anjnftancc 
of the moft fingular levity. Indeed, about 
this time, the French were gradually meta- 

' morphofing themfelves into Englifh manners ^ 
and an idea of the excellence of the Britiih 

government, was rapidly propagating among 

the 
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the people. Thefe Englifli maxims^ were, 

for awhile, tolerated ; as the court ctonfidered 

them as only a temporary levity in the nation^ 

which would pafs like its former ones. But 

liberty was infenfibly acquiring a form and a 

voice ; and the bonnets a la Rodney, (hew, that 

though the infant firft appeared in fport, its 

ftrength and growth gathered till it rofe with 
a gigantic force. 

This is apparent by the following anecdote, cunout 

^ anecdote re- 

The influenza fpread about this time ; and that ^Z^ 

War. 

alfo was converted into a fafhionable drefi ; the 
hats and bonnets of the frivolous Parifians^ 
were all influenzas. The Count de Vergcnucs, 
in a converfation^ was defcribing the fingula- 
rity of this, epidemic diforder^ and faid» it was 
called le mal Ruffe, becaufo it firft appeared at 
Peterlburgh. — ^Wc are threatened, obfervcd a 
Duchefs prefent — With another malady, which 
will come from America. — ^What is that madam ? 
interrogated Vergennes, — ^ThelNDEPSNDAN- 
%K, replied thb fair Caflandra { I am informed 

X that 
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that our troops in that country , are dd^htedin 
finding that every foldier may hope to become a 
general^ if he Hie w$ any talents for war j ^t the 
Americans acknowledge no diftindion of nobi^ 
lity and rank, and that all men are equal. This 
infinitely pleafes the French ; in their return 
hoaie, they will dwell with rapture on thcic 
events; they will tell their re}ations and 
friends all they have feen, and in what man^ 
ner men become independent ; they will teach 
here what they have learnt there,— The Count 
de Vergenneswas greatly embarraffedat this ef- 
fufion. This minifter had formerly perfuaded * 
hinifelf,that thcfeparation of the Colonies from 
the Mother Country, and the' war of France, 
would ever after have a fatal influcncc^ on the 
future exiftence of England. But our coun^ 
try ihewed refburccs of which our enemies 
'appeared ignorant. 
Anew fa- Tlic govcmment, Cn this occafion, lowcrcd 

Oiion allud- . 

iifa*fo1wl:"»t^'f even to interfere and tyrannifc over the 
vernment ."'fadifons' and jglofy of the fair fcx. In 1 y^"^, 
^%'xoeffure was announced of an allegorical- 

nature. 
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nature, called aux tnfurgem ; to the infqrgents* 
^Hs drefs, however, never appeared, as it yvas 
immediately forbidden by government ! Butj 
to prove the inconfiftency of this volatile admi* 
niftration, fix months afterwards a political 
engraving was advertifed for by fubfcriptbnji 
in which their triumph was celebrated, and 
jcaUed " America Independent/' 

The French nation gradually appropriated ThcTrcnch 

begin to 

fomething of the energy of the Britifh cha- ^^\it\iL 
raiSler, They firfl: imitated our faflaions, and 
at length adopted our inanners, and even pur 
government. This change was vifible io fgr 
back as the year 1783. The petit maitres, 
and coxcomb abbes, were metamorphoied 
into reafonaWe beings. There were no more, 
any of thofe frivolous converfations, where 
the fa0iion8, theatres, intrigues of court, and 
reparations of love, formed the only topics* 
Thcfe pretty nothings, were followed by fen- 
fible converfations i they only talked of the 
revolution of America, liberty, equality, the 

X.2 abufc 
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abufe of miniftcrial power ; reftraining . def- 
potifm ; and the forming a conftitution drawn 
from thofc of the Americans, and our nation. 
Satirical fongs appeared no more i the errors 
of a mmifter, or a general, were not now put 
into vaudevilles ; but they reafoned on every 
thing ; they converfed and meditated on the 
Conjiitution. The French were formerly too 
little inftruded ; they were now, perhaps, too 
fuddenly inJiruSied. The women particularly, 
were foremoft, in exulting on the revolution 
of America. They were folicitous, they ufed 
to fay, to propogate the new principle of go- 
vernment. In a word, to clofe our rcfleftipns 
by an anecdote, a fafhionable beauty addreffcd 
herfelf to a gentleman, in thefe words ; 
"The empire which our fex has ever en- 
joyed over your's, (hall ferve for the future to 
teach you to (hake oiF the chains of defpoti(m 
that you may wear no other than our own/' 
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IN this article we purpofe coUefting thofe 
anecdotes which will amply difplay the 
frivolous charader of the nation. The in- ' 
iblence and depravity of the players ; and the 
connexion there exifted between the minijlerj 
of ftate and theaSfors of the- theatre. 



The riband of the order of St. Michael, 
which was beftowed on perfons diftinguifhed 

X3 -by 



309 



jio THEATRIS, ««. 

I 

by their fliperior talents, or by eminent 
fervices performed for. the nation, was, in 
H762, prefented to M. Rebel, one of the 
direSiors of the opera^ by the intreaty of a 
courtier, as. a mark of royal approbation, 
and as an incentive for his colleagues, and 
thofe who were to fucceed him in his im- 
portant employ* He had alfo a penfion of 
nine thoufand livres, to fupport the honours 
of the ribband ! 

Theipfo. . In 1763L the French theatre had to boaft 

lenccofthe ' . 

■^ow- of a variety of favourite adlors; but the 
verfatility of their talents did not hinder them 
. from bearing one chara61:eriftic trait of in* 
iblence and libertinifoit 

Madamoifelle Clairot was the heroine. 
She became the queen of the theatre, and at 
length the queen of Paris. When the pub- 
lie followed her with adulation, fhe retired 
with contempt; and when her companions 
reproached her with the rarity of her ap- 
pearance, 
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.pcarancc^ Ihe anfwered with the dignity of a 
fbvereign~^* If I play feldom, you and the 
public are equally obliged to me ; one of my 
nights makes you live for a month.'* 

Whrn Grandval, a celebrated aftor, was 
invited to z. tete^h-t4te by a fair lady of qua- 
lity, their iutfsrview was in an apartment 
ofhamented with the portraits of her illuftri- 
ous family. At the moment he was finking 
into her arms, ab^ Grandval I faid the yield- 
ing, and yet half modeft fair, que diroient ces 
heroes^ stls me voyoient entre vos brasf lis, 
diroient^ replied the infulting theatrical hero. 
Us diroient que vous etes une pulain. 



names 



Sometimes the afters found It their in- The 

of two 

tereft to give a reprefentation gratis. In A!^''5** .v 
June 176.3 the French playhoufe, one night, *^*^°*'* 
was opened X)n thefe terms. Mademoifelle 
Clairon and Mademoifelle Dubois, between 
the play and farce, came fonvaid on the 

X 4 ftage. 
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ftage, and threw money into the pit, in 
crying Five Je Rot. — The poor populace en- 
chanted with a few , (ixpenccs, very loudly 
fliouted Vive le Roi et Mademoifelle Clairm^ 
Vive le Rot et Mademoifelle Dubois I This 
aftion of the two theatrical queens was con- 
fidered as moft infolent. But when we fen* 
ter more deeply into their manner of li^c, 
and the irrefiftible power thefe women had 
over the firft charaders in the nation, it \yill 
not excite furprifc. 

About this time, when Mademoifelle Clai* 
ron had her portrait engraved, a mania for a 
long while was Ipread throughout France to 
purchafe it. In lefs than three months fhe 
had received above five hundred louis. 



Anecdote of The followiug anccdotc will difplay the 
■^tors. importance and power of the actors. . Freron 
had in one of his journals, deljineated a por- 
trait of Mademoifelle Clairon, which was 
too refembling not to be recognifed. . She 

immediately 
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Immediately went to the gentlemen of the 
king^s bedchamber; and threatened- that if 
ihe was not revenged on this Satirift, fhe 
would retire from the ftage. An order was 
fbllicited and obtained from the king (Louis . 
XV*) for the conveyance of the journalift to 
Fort TEveque. Having the gout fortunately 
at that moment, his friends obtained a fiif- 
penfion of the order, till he was capable of 
moving. The literary world loudly ex- 
claimed againft this dreadful exertion of 
power, in favour of an aSlrefs^ who had been 
not long fince a fugitive ftroUer. This affair 
for a confiderable time agitated the court and 
the capital. Every one took a part in this 
quarrel. Frefon had powerful friends, but 
the minifter would yield to no interceffion in ' 
his favour but from Madomoifelle CM iron 
herfelf. The queen at length obtained his 
pardon. T^his was not, however, approved 
by the aSlreJs. She addrefled another letter 
to Verfailles, in which fhe lamented that fhe 
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adw faw that her talents were no 
ao-t-eeable to the king, fince it was allowed 
to abufe her with impunity ; and, therefore, 
fhe perfifted in her retreat. She afterwards 
perfonally addreffed herfelf to the duke of 
Choifeul, who condefcended to amufe her 
with this reply, and which fuflSciently cx- 
preffes the intereft felt in this national 
concern. Madame, (anfwered the duke) 
you and I are alike on a theatre ; but with 
this difference, that you chufe thecharafters 
agreeable to yourfelf, and are fure of meeting 
AVith the public applaufe. There are only 
fome perfons of a bad tafte like that mifer- 
able Freron, who refufes to give you their 
votes. I, on the contrary, have my ta(k, 
which is generally very difagreeable; do what 
I can, T am criticifed, condemned, hiffed, and 
ridiculed; but I do not for all this, refign. 
Let us facrifice our private refentment to the 
wood of our country, and let us ferve it, in 
our beft way. Since the queen, madam, has 

accorded 
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accorded her pardon, you can now imitate 
her majefty's clemency. The theatrical 
qxieen fmiled with a noble contempt at this 
elegant jeering, and retired With dilpleafure 
on her elevated brows. She immediately 
called a committee confifting of her friends, 
and the whole company of the theatre. At 
this council table, the Duke of Duras pre- 
lided. He wrote on this occafion to 
M. de St. Florentin, that it was to be feared 
the whole troop would defert, if the modern 
Melpomene was not revenged of the inib- 
lence of Freron. This letter terribly alarmed 
M. de St. Florentin, and this minifter wrote 
to a princefs that the affair daily became of 
the utmoft importance, that for a long time 
lb ferious a matter had not been agitated 
at the court, which was equally divided, 
and that, in fpite of his profound refpef^ for 
the orders of the queen, he believes that he 
muft on this occafion prefer thofe of his 
majefty. How this^ important altercation 

was 
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was concluded we have not difcovered; but 
this is very immaterial 

Cttnow In April i ^6^^ thv-^re exifted a confiderabic 

JJJ^JIJ^ fermentation in the dramatic corps* One 
confufion.'" Dubois, a very middhng ador, was cured of 
a certain malady by a' furgeon, who com- 
plained to the company of the non payment, 
and the ador denied the debt. Mademoifelle 
. Clairon, fired with any refledion on the 
bmout of the company, raifed her cohort, and 
addreffed herfelf to the Duke of Richelieu. 
.This lord treated the affair as a matter be- 
tween perfons of very little confequence, 
and told the players that as they were the 
peers of Dubois they might judge him. \\\ 
confequence of this they expelled him, with 
, one Blanville, who appeared to have per- 
jured himfelf in fome other affair. All this 
fhews how nicely thefe important perfbn- 
ages confiderQd the point of honour. But 
the affair did not thu& termii^^tf; it was only 

a black 
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a black (ky, and the ftorm was yet to come. 
Mademoifelle Dubois, the daughter of the 
exiled player, took the afFair at heart, vand 
fought by the attraSion of her charms, to 
gain a patron in the Duke de Froufac, and" 
to reiriftate her father in his full honours. 

She was not unfiiccefeful in her attempts, 
and his majefly commanded that Dubois 
fhould: appear on the flage. . This gave rile 
to a (bene at the theatre, with which, fincc 
its ihftitution, the aftors had never yet ven- 
tured to infuit the public. When the king's 
order was known, a plot was immediately 
formed by Mademoifelle Clairon, and the 
firft a6lors, not . to play that night. The 
hour of drawing up the curtain approached, 
and all the actors were fuddenly indifpofed. 
The remaining members of the troop, in a 
ftate of inconceivable embarraflment, apply 
to the Marechal Biron, who^ happened to be 

4 

there. It was agreed to change the play. 
But the real ftate of matters was already 

weUl 
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weU ktiown ia the pit. A miferablc after 
ftcpt forwards, announces the change, andde* 
clares the defcftion of the aftors. Inftantly 
a ftorm of hifSng, and whittling, terrify this 
unfortunate dramatic orator. The play is 
loudly called for, and the public repeat the 
names of the miffing aftors, with that of 
bridewelL The guards offer to quiet the 
tumult; but M. Biron, would lay no re- 
firi£Uon on the public indignation* In a 
word, the money was returned, and the 
public iffued, relblved to punilh the iiifblencc 
of thefe aftors. 

The next day the ferment ipreads through 
all the clafles of the people. Will it be 
eafily believed, that a council was in confe<* 
quence held by the fecretary of ftate, merely 
to quiet this diihirbahce ? It was then 
agreed that the adors ftiould be impri* 
ibned. • 

Their imprifonment was a fplendid tri- 
umph* Mademoifelle Clairon had her prifbn 

I magnificently 
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xnagnificeiitly furnifhed, and a pr^igious ^!|^***^^.^^^j» 
afihieace xif carriages were everyday rolling fpSid tn- 

umph, 

to liie court of this theatrical queen. She 
gave numerous and heavenjy fuppers, and (he 
Ml in£ait^ the nation by a dilplay of opui- 
lence and luxury* The king, (he (aid to 
the Exempt de Police, who came to conduft 
her to pri(bny may feize my fortune, my 
perfon, and my life,; but her honour was 
a (acred depofit, which kings could not 
touch. — True, Madame, rejplied the Exempt, 
where there is nothing, the king lofes his 
rights. 

The affair was at length terminated by 
granting a penfion to Dubois, who played 
that year, and who, it was agreed, (hould 
then retire. Madettioifelle Clairon had a 
tedious di(po{ition during that period, and 
at length tranquillity was re(i:ored to Paris, 
without occafionihg a civil war as dreadful 
as that of the Guelphs and Gibbelines. 

The 
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AnccJotes Thb dcDfavcd manners of the trysn of 

of the fcan- 

wlnrtfce fafliion, and the infamousluxury of the opera 
the Opera dancefs^ awaken, continually, indignation in 
a reflefting mind. Mademoifellc Grandi, a 
iiguranti, complained at tl^ opera, one even- 
ing, that Ihe had loft a lover, who hsd given 
her a thoufand louis in five weeks. A fpcc- 
tator faid, that (he could eafily foj^y this 
lofs. The figurahti anfwered that it -was 
difficult ; and that fhe was rclblved to have 
no lover under the price of a carriage, «nd 
twa Englifli horfes, with at leait twa hun- 
dred louis annually, to maintain them* . Here 
the converfation clofed. The next day, 
Mademoifellc Grandi received a magnificent 
chariot, with two beautiful Engliih horics. 
•This prefent was alfo accompanied by three 
riding horfes, and 1 30,000 livres in cafli, in 
the chariot ! It was a Fermier General who 
' -thus infcribed his name, ^yith Angular glory 
in the annals of Cvthera. 

Not inferior was the treatment Mademoi- 
. '' felle 



feUe Heinel, the German opera ilancer i^e* 
ceivcd from the Count de Laura^s* Her 
charms h^d feducJed hisaffedions from Made- 
moifelie Arnoux. He ribade her a new yearns 
gift of 3o,«oo livfesj 20^006 to a broAer 
fhe greatly loved; a hoxife elegantly for*, 
nlihed, a carriage, &c. The Count dc 
Lauragais had fpent 100,000 livres on Ma* 
demoHelle Arnoux; Mademoifelle Heinel, ' 
ixwdcftly fixed her price at 20,000 livres; 

« 

and the generous count tripled the fbm I At 
this moment a fcarcity of corn prevailed at. 
Paris, and bread was rifingat every hour ! 

» ■ # ■ 

* Mademoiselle Guimard, the firft opera curioui 

^ - ^ anecdotes of 

dancer, claims attention, not only by thejjjjgj^- 
opulent luxury Ihe difplayed, but by a phi- cSj^d* 
lanthropic aftion which veils, for a moment^ 
the diffolute voluptuoufnefs in which fhe 
was ftink. This aftrefs, celebrated for her 
talents, having a rendezvous in an infiilatdd 
part of the town, with a ma^ftrate, who 

Y concealed 
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concealed jiimfelf with the greateft myfteryi 

had then an opportunity to contemplate die 

mifery, the famine, and the dei(pair of its 

unhappy inhabitants; ^(he pofTeffed a heart 

that voluptuoufhefs had not cankered inta 

infenfibility. Two thoufand crowns were 

the fruits bf her iniquity; but this word 

is, perhaps, too fevere, for (he immediately 

diftributed them to the poor people flic 

* pafled ; and delivered the furpius to the mi- 

niiler of the pariih, to diftribute, as • he 

judged proper. When flie arrived at Paris, 

Ihe begun a fubfcription for the relief of this 

obfcure fiiburb. 

Three fup- MademoifcUc Guimard* indeed was fiip-* 

pers of dif- ' . T 

tl^Tz^Jtn ported *by the Prince of Soubifc, in tjie moft 

weekly by 

fcihf^-'" extravagant and incredible luxury. Her 

1 ■ • • - 

'^^ * palace, her equipages, her fervants were 

lumptuous beyond* defcription. She , cer- 
tainly united the moft cultivated tafte with 
this Ihamefnl libertinifm. She ufed to have 
three dippers weekly, in which fhe indulged 

her 
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ker various tafte for oftentation ; the fine arts i 

* - -• . • -■ • . 

and debauchery. The firfl: was compbfed of 
the nobility,, and perfonages of title ; at the 
fecond, were affembled authors, artifts and 

learned, men who paid their devotions, to 

», ♦. .. ... , 

this elegant nurfe; and the third formed 
a true orgies ; the moft feduftive, the moft in- 
famous women piirfued debauchery through 
all its terrible refinements. This celebra- 
fed courtefan in her iplehdid chariot attrafted 

the public notice;, by the fignificant arms 

• ■ » ■ . • • •i • ..» 

fhe had adopted. Thcie confiued of a fcut- 

cheon^ from the middle of which ifliied a 
♦ . %■ * ' - » 

branch of myrtle. The graces were its fup- 

porters, and the loves crowned the whole. 
*• » » > « , . 

She diftributed privileges for huiiting^ which 

• • , • • • 

could only be obtained by great favour* at 
Court. When fhe danced in a little ballet, 
which the Countels Du Barry gave, the 
king made her a penfion of 1500 livres. 
This trifle^ was only accepted for the hand 
that beftowed it. It was a drop of water 

Y 2 in 
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in an ocean ; and ihc at length gave it to 

\/ her chamber maid f Marie Antoinette con* 
. * ■ * 

defcendcd to make Mademoifelle Guimard, 

her arbitrefs of tafte; iHe would hold loirg 

•f 

and intricate confultations on the height df 
her feathers, the colour of her ribbaiid^, 
and whatever related to her balls, theatres, 
and galas! •* 

In 1786, this lady's affairs were greatly 

embarraffed, aad fhe relblved to fell one 

of her favo\jrite Boudoirs^ called her little 

temple, to fatisfy her creditors. The rea- 

dieft means fhe imagined was by a lottery. 

A private A private lottery was as illegal in France, as 

othciSifc here, the government referving this privi- 

mittedfor leae to themfelves. Nothing, however, 

an opera '^. . ^ . 

*'"*'*'^' could be refufed to the modern Terpfichorc ; 
and propofals were iiTued. The tickets were 
each' of the Value of one hundred and twenty 
livres, and the number were two hundred 

♦ and fifty. The capital amounted, therefore, 

» 

to 300,000 livres, and the property was 
valued by one «f the firfl architefts, at 

4q8,ooo> 
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jj^SjOOOp, befides the furniture, .which as fix- 
tures ^nd only adapted for this brilliant 
pala^ce, was to rcrx^ain with the houfe. 

•Thcrj? wa^s qpiy to be oiie prize, . It is 

« 

Ixardly aeceffary to add, that the tickets 
werp .eafily.d^fpdfed of. Marmontel ufed to 
a^^JUM^l^dy, k iel/e Jam^e. When Made- JIJ;-^*"* 

• , ' - , liihed 

ipoifelle Ouimard was in England, and had VI* w" 
a iSaitwiththe opera managers, Mr. Erfkine, "''''*'^ 
to c^u^l fe verity, did not join the poli(hed 
refineipaeftt pf Marnjojtitcl. A true Englifh- 
|naii» when he calls a perfon a damn/, can 
never add la belle \ .beiides that our modern 
piceros are not apt to fay ^eurettes to other 
lg.dies than their clients. 

Por the youiig female Pariiians, what 
noble leflbns.were thus continually prefented 
to their eyes. They faw the obfciirity of a 
retired xnodefty, and the rewards of an impu- 
dent voluptoufhefs. A young mind could 
npt Jong hefitate which to chufe. 

Y 5 In 
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Anecdote of In Fcbruarv 1 77 1, an ing-enious writer 

a theatrical '' '.' 9' 

S;u thus exprefles himfelf. " P^ris abounds 

l*ari$ takes » < • 

a concern. With icllcrs, who Only find their pleafufes iu 

pbje<9ts which excite contempt and pity in 

• ' . * ■ . • ■ • 

men of fenfe. A quarrel between ftr oilers ha^ 

. • . , . 

divided our petulant youth. An excellent 
female opera dancer, and the bell male 

r 

dancer, who have long been rivals, and 
long lived in a6ls of jealoufy, are now dif- 
united by various motives. Their enmity 
has declared itfelf on the occ^fion of a certain 
jiep^ which Mademoifelle Heinel refolved to 
dance, and which Veftris refer ved to him- 

« 

lelf as maitre des ballets. This conteft has 
Iharpencd the partifans of either, who re- 
folved to revenge themfelves. Laft Tuefday 
it firft appeared againft Veftris, who while 
performing the chacoon which clofes the 
opera, was violently hilTed. Enraged againft 
his rival, who .was waiting behind the fcenes, 
and whofe eyes fparkled with triumph, he 
fufFered himfelf to abufe her with every 

outrageous 
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.outrageous term, which greatly difgufted the 
audience^ Every one ipeaks differeijitiy ; but 

the majority are for Mademoifelle Heinel. 

■J- « » 

The afFair was brought^ before the minijier^ 
who did juftice to the injured lady. The pub* 
iic at her next appearance, received herewith 
loud plaudits. It is refblved, fays our jour- 
jtialift, that to-morrow, Veftris, Ihall be very 
differently received. But his admirers pre- 
tend to equal thofe of Mademoifelle Heinel ; 
and all the Parifian youth are coUeding their 
forces to meet to-morrow^ and determine 
the important conteft. 

The plot formed to humiliate the felf- 
love of Veftris, and not his talent^ (conti- 
nues our journalift) attraScd an^aftonifliing 
concourfe to the opera. But •' the public 
became reconciled. In the morning he had 
made the moft iubmiffive apologies to 
Mademoifelle Heinel. The indulgent pub- 
lic that ^as met td humiliate him, now re^ 
ceived liim from all parts of the lioufe, with 

y 4 the 
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the moft<&^gttiihed favour r He,Hm hk 
fide, te cxprefs his feiiJibility, fiirpaflfed hicoH 
felf in the chs^coon, and all would have 
happily terminated, had not poor Yefbis 
danced with iuch enthufiafin^ that he fiaraiited 
his footy and rendered Paris <lifG€»i^ 
latej by a fortnight's confineqient *(i hfe 
chamber! 

Such then were the public intereiti '4t 
Paris ! If they were not allpwed to hili at 
minifters, they were contented to do thfe at 
opera dancers, ^nd if they had no national 
politics, they found fomething equivalent 
,in theatrical ones. ' 



^ 



MUbry of I^ ^77^ ^ fHi^pct-fliew appeaM to have 

an indi^cent 

FTO«tihcwbeen the great concern of the Parifians* 
Audinot, an indifferent adfer^- quitted- the; 
ilage with the hope of attrading the public 
by the aid of puppets^ Thefe woodefi 
.players, by the aid of a hjimau dw»f j provM 
to be better ^Qors than himfelf, Ani'naated 

by 
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|>y ikccefs, he formed «n elegaoS Ut^9 the- cmmri. 

trained up 

»tre^ in wnich be introclaccci 4 trpop ot ^ owt^ 
childrQjit Thcfe he taught the art of a6ting> 
und their naturalgrace39 and infantine efforts 
jbxcite4 the public attention* Two playr 
wrights, who had been as unfortunate i^ 
t^heir dramatic pieces, as Audi;iot in his per* 
fdrmanges, confidcred themfelves at leaft 
capable of writing for children* But the 
qharm of innocence was not long a charm 
for the diflblute Parifians ; and the xnanager^^ 
therefore, introduced a variety of mcritri- 
cious embellifhments, and obfcene dialogue, 
which ibon rendered it the refort of a raft : 
croud I the girls, die rakes, the idle, and 
the efFeminate triilers of either iex. The 
ladies of the court did not fail to ap>« 
plaud, and to patronife; and Audinot rivalle4 
with fuperior luftre, Nicolet and his ap^, 
yi\^ had lately exQited a fimilar ferment 
throughout Paris. This theatre, by the 
amateurs, was confickred as a ieminaryfor the 

drama i 



33» THEATRES, &c. 

drapia ; but the "more refleaing part of the 
town lamented the invention, as corruptive 
of youth, of decengy, and morals: and which 
ty the liccntioufnefs introduced, and ap- 
plauded in that theatre, already formed a 
'Ichooi for libertinifm. 

We have only to add, that when Louis 
'XV. was devoured by ennui, MademoifeUe 
Dubarry ufed to call for Audinot, and his in-> 
fantine adorsi who bjr the aid of very 
obfcene dialogue, and voluptuous dances, 
gratified the court more than it did his ma- 
jefly. At length Audinot had a penfion ! 
cfl"^S' ^^^ prevailing licentioufnefs of the opera 

different na- »• i r- • « 



ture?"or the did not pafs without applaufe from the dif- 

sew Opera y. , - 

*«"&• lolute, and eenfure from the more reafonablc 
■party. We give inftances of both.- When 
•a new opera houfe was erefted, the poete 
were invited to form an infcription for 
this brilliant theatre. Among many indifFe, 
rent ones, we fele^ the following, as not 
d6void of merit, • 
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Les aru dans cc Palais pro4iguen( leurs mervciUes, 

Pour enchanter les cocurs, les yeux, ct ks oreOles, 
^ - • 

In this bright pajace all the arts^ appear, 
igharming with*pro(%ies, the heart, the eye, the ear^ 

ANG THE R* 

' p^ns ce Palais brilliant Ac beaux arts ct dcs ffes, [ 
, HerQS, dieux et demons, tons les itrps divers* 

Dociles aux accords des modernes Orphees, 
• Sont Ic tableau mouvant de ce vafte univers. 

Jlais!d by the art?, and fairies, this bright feat 
Gives all the troops of fancy's heavenly birth, 
. They docile to each modern Orpheus meet; 
The moving painting of the various earth. 

' A poet who appears not to have been in- 
fenfible that this brilUant palace would be^. 
come a theatre of debauchery and immo- 
rality, wrote an infcription, which, though it 
was more juft than the preceding ones, was 
jiot certainly adopted, , 

Ici, les dieux du terns jadis^ 
Rcnouvelknt leurs Iithurgi«s, 
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Venus y forme its Lai«, 
Merciire y dreiTe des Socles. 

Here all, the gods of days of old, 
Reqew their moral (ithurgies ; 

And Venus forms the Lais bold. 
And Mercury bids. the Sofia rife. 



Afiedlolct 
of Af adc- 

fitoilelle 



Mad£Mois£li,£ Raucoux, in 1777, was 
engaged to play a few nights beforp the 

s 

court at FontainebleaUf for which Ihe re- 
ceived a prefent of ten thoufand livres. 
This aftrefs was notorious for the moft 

si - 

diffolute manners, and for indulging an un- 
natural paffion, which fceiiis to have been 
very preyaleut in France at this period* 
The aftprs, aftd particularly the ?i6breffes, 
were 4cfirous of expelling her frpm their 
company, lefs the contagion of her licen- 
tioufiiefs fhould pollute the female part of 
the theatre. Her majefty was her great 

friend and proteftrefs. But the pen falls 

• » 

from my hand at a number of anecdotes 
h now lie before me; I re:^e6l an 

Englifh 
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Englilh public, and pafs them over in fjlcncc. 
Into what a depravity of morals muft the 
Parifians have funk, when one evening, in 
a box facing her majefty, *this infamous 
woman was feen carefling a girl in the moft 
ihameful manner] 

The Iplendid and indecent protection, 
which this aftrefs received from the queen, 
began now to fonn the popular topic of con- 
verfation* She had been obliged to fly from 
her creditors; and the queen at length 
offered to pay her enormous debts, amount- 
ing to 200,000 livres \ It is even probable, 
that the following royal edid was made 
chiefly for this depraved woman. In Sep- 
tember 1779, a declaration was iffued from 
the court, which rendered free from all 
feizures, *the perfbns of and payments made 
to all receivers, infpeClors, adors, and other 
perfons, belonging to the theatres^ excepting 
one third, which might be feized on by the 
creditors, who, however, were to allow 

from 
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frditi this portion, enough for their mairit^-. 
nance ! The monarch, an honeft man, here 
figned one of* the mofl difhoneft a6ls; and 
made a formal decree, that an aflrefs of the 
moft depraved morals, might return to Paris! 
Such was the dangerous imbecility of the 
government ! But could Louis XVI. have 
lanftioned fuch a dreadful corruption?—* 
Mademoifellc Raucoux was the favourite of 
the queen of France. 

Let us turn Our contemplation from fuch 
monftrous p^flions. Let us even forget a 
formidable number of anecdotes, which 
prove with a terrible truth, the unnatural 

depravity ' of the ' court, and the theatr6. 

•/- • • 

Since the days of Ovid, it was fuppofed 
that all metarhorphofis had ceafed; but it 
appears that a horrid tranfition of fex was 

* • 

at this moment, but too common. When 

Mademoifelle Raucoux became, for a (hort 

time, the miftrefs of Count d*Artois; 

' while 



<> 



while theiMarquis de^yillette,.5vas induced^ 

4 
• ^ 

by the-' power of Voltaire,, to . marry ^Made* 
moilelle de Varicourt ; thefe converjions into 
a man and a woman, by a man and a woman^ 
were confidered as twa edifying leflbns very 
neeefiary to the libertines, of either fex at 
Paris ! . .. 



S3S 



The infolence of thefe aftors fbmetimes Anecdotes 

• of the info- 

amufed. Volange was an excellent buffo at ^^^^c of 

*-* ' ^ adorsj tec 

.the opera. He had firft appeared in public 
9S a merry-andrew, at a fair ; he had then 
become a vagrant pantaloon, and was now a 
favourite buffo, called by way of eminence, 
yeannot. This fplendid increafc of reputa- 
tion, he did not bear with the calmnefs of a 
philofopher. * It made him proud, nice at 
taking offence, and very grave. All- which 
qualifications, are certainly not congenial to a 
farcical performer. This iniportant perfbn- 
age was invited by the Marquis de Brancaa, 
with a view of , entertaining his company. 

• ' When 



Whefl he was aiuioaneed, the marqtns iciU 
him to the afTembly And faid, ** Ladies^ 
here is Jeannot, who I have the honour of 
introducing."—** My Lewd," intcrrtipted the 
auftere pantaloon,—-** I wat yeanmt, when 
I played at the Boulevards, but at prefent, I 
am Mon^ur Volange.^* — ** So be it," replied 
the marquis,—** but as we don't chufe to 
have any but yeannotj let Monfieur Volangei 
be led out of doors/'— This Buffo was^ 
however, a man of great importance in the 
theatrical world. The managers of a the- 
atre declared, that they were indebted in 
the fum of 200,000 livres ; and that when 
Volange appeared on their ftage, they not 
qnly cleared their debts, but formed a balance 
In their favour of 300,000 livres! The 
Comedie Italienne, had long been defcrted, 
and to attraft the public, they addreflcd 
themielves to Volange. But as thcfe adors 
treated him very cavalierly, and extolled 
with an air of dignity, the fupcriority of 

^ their 
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tdefr'Jtag^ to /^S^/^- he- had been tiied to; he 
qtiitftd them, replying with'eqnal dignity, 
he^eft them to' their miferable Jlate\ and 
hfc' preferred, like Caefar to be the firft in 
a-yillagCi than the fecond at Rome. 
• 'When he was confined to his chamber by l'^^^^ . : 

J honours paid 

a- cold, his door was furrounded by the car-^* 
riages of the nobiKty ; and a bevy of falhion- 
able beauties crotided to the levee of this 
extraordinary buffoon ^ One of the pieces in 
which he performed, was played twice a 
diiy during one year! His buft was en- ' ' 
graved in the fine porcelaine of Seve, and 
was the fafliionable new year's gift. The 
queen alfo diftributcd them among her male 
and female favourites; 



The lyrical empire (1778) was thrown thc mini- 

, , ftcr and an 

ihto great conilernation by the following op«« *^« 
terrible occurrence. Mademolfelle Cecile, 
a dancer, who formed the hopes, the orna- 
ment,^ and the delight of the opera, having 

Z refufed 
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refufed to dance, bccaiufe flie was refufc4 
the drefs of Mademoifelle Guimar^, one of 
. the mmijiers of Jiatty being at that moment 

pi^cfent, ordered that flio fhould be fcnt im.- 
mediately to Fort TEyeque, and declared 
incapable of appearing on the ftage. For- 
tunately for the lady and the public, fhe had 
become a favourite of the prince de Conti j 
(he, therefore, under fuch auguft prote6iion 
was liberated after a few days confinement* 
It was with difficulty, however, (he could 
regain permiffion to appear on the ftage — but 
it was particularly ^/^z//j/^i by the minijier^ 
that it was on condition, that Jhe Jhoutd 
not dance in the drefs of Mademoifelle Guimard 
— admirable minifters! Admirable opera 
dancers ! 

r 

Another When Madcmoifelle Guimard retired 

order from 

ihemmiftcr.£^Q^ the ftagc, fhc crefted tivo theatres of 
Ker own. This was lurely equalling the 

■ * . • 

oftentatious magnificence of thofe Grecian 

3 courtezans 
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cStirtezaiis who fbriietimes built a pyramid ; 
and fometimes founded public games. To 
thctfe theatres her friends only* were ihvitecl^ 
and fhe attraded fo her ftage the dramatic 
CJoryphaeuies of the public theatres, Hfere the 
goverhmeni was again dbliged to interfere; 
for thefe a<5tors,'in trsfvelling tb the delicious 
villas of Mademoifelle Guimard, were obliged 
to repoie thfemfelves on their return to Paris, 
ajrtii abfoiutely forfook their public fundlions. 
Biit this was at length reftified bV airi order . 
from the minifier-. 

^HESE tHeatntal courtezans, fo mufch thfc Cunous ac. 

CBunt of thfi 

Sittentiori of the public is W6ll as of the in- "^l^^ ""^^^ 
dividuaU received homages of various 6t^^^ 
fcriptions. One which became a prevailing 
fafliiori, was eag6fly adopted by the diflblute 
heroes of gallantry. It confifted of fending 
magnificent prfefents to the' felefted favourite 
anonymoufly ; whenever flie received fueh a 
faif V dft, it vt^as faid that fhe had received a 

7^ % favour 
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favour from a fylpb^ and to guefs at thefylpb 
formed the amufement, for fometime, of Paris ; 
and thie myffery, no doubt^ that of the fylph 
himfclf; who, however, gradually difclofed 
himfelf, and appeared in the form of fome 
notorious man of the town. We abound in 
anecdotes of lylphs. Mademoifelle du The 
was long the favourite of an unknown fy Iph, 
who appears to have received Very exa6l in- 
formation, for this fair ideot could hardly 
form the moft extravagant wifh but flie iaw 
it realifed on the following day. Above 
100,000 livres in jewds in this manner 
were conveyed to her by an invifiblc 
hand! Such were the ruinous amours of 
fylphsi 

to 

Theroiuj. La Rive is a living aftor whofe talents 

fter again in 

the theatre, aj.^ now confidcred to be fplcndid. He does 
not appear, however, to have (hone with 
pre-eminence of art, during the time of 
Le Kain. When this laft fublime a6tor 

died. 
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died, the theatre was divided into a civil 
war, atnong thofe who afpired to fucceed to 
his char^fters. The theatric divifion run fa 
high, that to fatisfy the contending parties, 

* ... / *• ♦ 

the minifter was foUicited to appoint. an um-' 
pire. The duke of Duras had this honour,' 
and t^he French marfhal, with military 
power, decreed that Le Kain's part? fhould 
be divided among three aftors ; Mole, Mon^ 
vel, and La Rive. 

• 

TifE aftprs indulged the moft fingular 
haughtinefs, and it was their delight to mortify 
the public by fhewing a contempt for them. 
It is true, in this cafe, an a6lor cannot fafdly 
indulge his theatrical infolence ; the majority 
againft him is tod vifible. But, notwithftanding 
this, we obfervc continually that the fuperior 
aftors refufed frequently to perform ; and often 
only appeared as if it were a national favour. 
Le Kain one winter did not perform above 
fix times, till the court thought proper to 
■ Z 3 remind 
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remind him of his acglc£t Whei> the queen 
went to the play, the propofed piece was 
obliged to be fet afide owing to the indifpo- 
(ition of the Sieur ClairvaL Hermajefty dif- 
plcafed, faid, it is with great trouble wc can 
get a fight of that gentleman, .This morti- 
fying obfervation fo much enraged the 
{broiler, that he threatened tp retire from the 
ftage. It was with great difficulty, and by 

■ • 

the interference of the duke de Richelieu, 
that this gentleman got over his pouting 
humour, and condefcended to tread the 
boards once more to the confolatiou of the 
defpairing pit. 
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LITERARY perfecution, is the eifca of 
delpotifm, which trembles to have the 
yeil drawn from its crimes. Under Tiberius, 
Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, a Roman fij- 
gitive, who had ventured to write againft thofe 
tyrants, could not find ?n allium in any place ; 
be was purfued every where, and puniflied 
with death, unlefs he preferred receiving it from 
his own hand. Under Louis XIII. and Louis 
XIV, feys the guthpr of thjp Lettres Hifto- 
jriques, a fimilar perfecution exifte(). (Cardinal 
Jlichelleu never forgave any one, who had 
^ared to oppofe, or to cenfufe him« Louis th^ 

7, 4 Great, 
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Great, exerted a vengeance unworthy of a 
king, againft the writer of a newfpapcr, whom 
he carried oft in Holland. >. Under tlic reign 
of Louis XV, how many perfons have been 
carried away in foreign countries, for having 

written againft the defpotifm of miniftcrs, or 

• - » • • 

the pernicious influence of miftrefles. There 
is a« proverb, that nothing but truth offends. 

The literary The Ccufors of books, in France, were a 

fcribcd. kind of literary inquifitors, which have long 

been^unknown in England ; for, there was a 

time when the liberty of the prefs in Britain* 

likewife languiftied under a (imilar tribunal. 

The original inftitution of ihefe cenfors*, 
was merely defigned as a guard on thofe pub- 
lications, which might be injurious to'fociety. 
Their laws were fimple, and their approba- 
tion, at firrt, was drawn up in this 'concife 
manner. ' They declared,* that they f6und 
nothing in the work contrary to religion,' go- 

Vernment, -anti morals/ They had not eveh 

", ^* •-.- •• •», »•• , 

a't i^Ht to jti3gc oFiti^-Jntrinfic merit. * 

-•"^ :- •- It 



BOOKS. 

It was not long, indeed, before this fyftcm 
was corrupted. To gratify a faftion, or a 
friend; thefe cenfors affumed the liberty of 
loadirig their approbations with high eulo- 
giums, and impertinent criticifms. All this 
was a fuperfluous appendage, and did not ac- 
cord with the impartial aufterity of their in- 
Jftitution. Thefe infipidities might have been 
eafily €xcufed, had not the intriguing fpirit of 
politics, infinuated itfelf into this department. 
The interefts of literature were facrificed to 
the court ; and the voice of cenfurc and in- 
<iignation was filenced before it could addrefs 
the public. No honeft Parifian could employ 
a prefs in his native city ; and the firft- rate 
works in French literature, werd conftrained 
to feek foreign prefles, and to be furrepti- 
tioirfly fold in France, L'Efprit des loix, was 
firft printed at Geneva ; the Henriade at Co- 
logne ; Raynal's Philofophical Hiftory of the 
Tndies, and Helvetius celebrated work on 
L ' E fprit, • were all prohibited works. 

The 



345 



34^ / p p o K g. 

TbeCeafert '^^^ ccnfofs who Were appointed as |he ar« 
«^cand biters pf manyfcripts, it might be fuppQfccJ* 
^ yyere diftinguifhed charaders jn the literary 
republic. But the contrary wa3 the fa<^. 
It wa« not th^ ability pf (he ccnfpr whiph 
the gpycrnmeijt bad fo much in view, as his 
devQtion to their orders. It has been wittily 
pbferyed, that the minifters made cenfors, as 
the Ef clefiaftics, holy water j any kind^ how- 
ever unclean^ would fcrye when i( w^s ence 
fit/ed. Thefe places were a titular gratifipa- 
tion, with whipb fome grejit m^n gratified hif 
pedantic tutor, fecretary, and it has been 
faid, his valet de chambre. It was thus^ ^at 
genius >vas compelled to kne^l before duUnefs 
^nd ignorance, I^ow often have we feen with 
indignation, thg wor^s ofemjnent men, allowed 
to be printed by perfons whofe naimes were 
imknown in Lit^raturp. It was a painful 
mortification for fiiperio|- writers to receive 
fheir manufcripts interlined, crafcd, and qucr 
f ied bv rnen unwprthy of fvef reading then^* 

Yet, 
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Yet, to fuch corrciSHons, the unhappy writ€r| 
have fubmittai. BufFon, Mirabeau, Diderot. 
M^rmontel, and Helvetius, alike pcrfecuted, 
were at length obliged to accept the correSiions 
of fuch nien. Some authprs fpeling too pa- 
rental ^n affeftion patiently to fee their 
offspring lacerated, by barbarous hands, ven- 
tured to print their works in their original 
ilate. But an imprifonmept at Vinpennes^ 
ihewe^, that jthe ^nimadverfipns of thef^ cenr 
fors, were not deftifute 0^ force. 

Perfonal motives, almoft always direded TteCcnfon 

influenced 

the views of thefe cenfors, even on fubjedts g«ieraUv s^ 

«• ' • •' perfonal 

merely of a literary nj^ture, A cenibr, con- ^"^"^ 
neAad with the academy, Of who w^s defirous 
<jf this honour, was careful to erafe whatever 
linight offend the ^c^demy^ or a member* 
^JWtheri attache^ to the theatre, who was 
fparful talofe the privilege of his free admif- 
fion, or who, perhaps, was feed by the corps 
fpr this purpofe, would not fuffer the jufteil 
gijd^pi^ neccflary ftriftures on tjie players. 
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In a word^ it was always fecret hatred or af- 

ieAioD, which decided on the manufcript of 

an author, and which guided the pen, cither 

to crafc or approve. 

i^iterafy Thc liberty of the prefs, was, therefore, 

produces all totally cxtin<£l in France : and this was' cer- 

**^^'^^* tairily an impolitical regulation. It only ferved 

thc more to irritate the acrimony of an author, 

and to dip his pen in the moft deadly venom. 

The prohibition of a work at Paris, could not 

hinder its appearance ; and whatever was 

printed at a foreign prefs and anonymoufly, 

brought its own recommendation to the 

public. Under this veil,, an author gave him- 

fclf up to' all the liccntioufnefs of his pen, 

and fafts and obfervations which he would not 

have ventured to publifli with his own name,; 

appeared in all the glare of exaggeration. The 

writer then kne^ he had nothing to fear, and 

that he could only attract favour by bitternefs, 

and boldncis. Violeiice, fometimes, fwoln 

into fbry ; truth diftcrted into fidtion j and thaf 

eloquence 
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doqticnce of ftyle, which the lively feclinjgs of" 
a man of genius pours forth with fuch cafe to 
himfelf, and torture to his advcrfaries ; cha- 
ra£i:erifed the multitude of publications^ 
which often terrified the government and en-^ 
lightened France. ^ ^ 

Th^ebefde la liSrairiey crufhcd the bo<^- 
fellers with an iron mace. He had the pri- 
vilege, and too often orders from court, to 
enter at all hours into their warehpufes, and 
make whatever feizures he thought proper. 

It was a common pradtice at Paris, to talk of |h 

1 
works which never exifted. Some did this to . . 

give themfelves importance, and others out of 

pure malice. As foon as the alarm was fpread, • 

the poor bookfellers were threatened, vifitcd .. 

and ranfacked. Of many inftances^ we give 

one. In 1776, it was faid, that a work en-- ^ 

titled the Royal Almanack exifted, in which , 

the Queen, Count d* Artois, and others, were . 

cajumijiated without mercy. An inftant per- , 

fecation took place, of the colporteurs and ; 

2 bookfellers 
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tjobkfelfert. The court, agitated througti af 
its departments, had everi the provinces fsl- 
vaged. No fuch ^ork was ever found. But 

• «■"***' 

thoufands of honeft tradefmtft were vc*ed, fh^ 

'. . 
fulted, and menaced. 

Anecdotes In 1 765, Abb^ Mably publrfbid firs firft 

•fAbbc .fc . .* 

MaUy. 1^0 volumes,- of hfs obfcrvations on the hif- 
toiy of France'; The fubjeft is th^re treated 
ftbtn the comrtiencemeht of the fnonafchy, to 
the reign of Charlfes le Bel. lA this work 
he defended, with a laudable zeal, "the rights 
of humanity,'againft thofe ambitious monarchsi 

♦ 

who regard theit fellow-creatures as born ^o 
be thcif flaves. This freedom of difquifitiori, 
was very difpleafing . to the government, and 
the work was imniediately prohibited. Wc 
have juft been informed, that afterwards, to 
* ' hinder the continuation of this work, the'gci- 
veirnment compromifed matters with oiir ad-^ 
thor, and he received a penfion j in confe- 
q^Uencc of which the fucceeding volumes did 
not appear. It was in I788, that the Abbe 
^ poblifhed 
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publi/hcd the four following onefc, irid |Se Was 
urged to thiss by tlife p^rty who then weremc-' 
ditating the revolution* Whenever z philo^ 
fopber receives ^penfion, for the fuppreffion of 
his nvorky it would appear, that , it had been 
WrittcpL nqt with the philofophical patriotlfm 
of enlightening his fellow citizens, but with 
the intereftdd motives of a literary trader. 
In 1784, Mably made another attempt, to add 
to the reputation, which he had acquired by 
his trcatifc on the manner of writing hiftory. 
In his ^principles of morals he raifcd a hoft of 
enemies among the ecclefiaflics, and the devout. 
In that work, he would not only tolcratp, but: 
encourage places of public proftitution. Hq. 
alfo reprefented the fanaticifm of the clergy, 
and their contradiftoiy principles with thofe of 
politics and morals. AH the Sorbonne were 
in arms. Mably, terrified at the pending 
ftorm of theology, fubmitted himfelf to a 
public recantation. Thofe were the two ipi- 
rited paflages in his work 1 which, in general, 

is 
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is heavy and tedious. As foon as the Abbe 
figned this recantation^ this work which 
had hitherto been in a languiHiing flate, found 
a rapid fale* A convincing proofs among 
many others^ that nothing obtains its end lefsy 
than a government attacking the freedom of 
the prefs. 

In 1767, appeared the Belifarlus of Mar- 
fc'cutc Mar. montel. This moral' and political romance^ 

moncel far 

r 'L^n'^^of excited a tumult in the Sorbonne. In the fif- 

romance 01 

Belifariut. . . /* 1 • 11 1' 

tecnth chapter or this work, the author wrote 
on the fubjeft of Toleration, and wrote like a 
philofopher. On the denunciation of the Sor- 
bonne, the book was immediately ftopt j and 
its privilege annulled. The archbifliop threaten- 
ed to thunder with a mandate, againft the au- 
thor's maxims ; and the theological faculty 
was to profcribe them by a public cenfuce. 
Marmontel attempted to calm Beaumont, the 
archbifliop of Paris, by figning any recanta- 
tion he thought proper to didate j and M. 
Bret, the cenfor of the work, fubmitted to 

lofe 
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ipfe his pkce, and what was worfci hfe 
pehfion. 

The Sorbonne^ at length, ptoduced their *^"« Spri 

formidable attack. In its firft ftagc^ it was 
ilopt by government. Thefe wife pedagogues, 
after having eftablifhed as a principle of ChriA 
tianity, religUus intolerance^ dared to aflerti that 
-€hil intolerance fliould naturally follow from 
tlie firft axioitii by the dlofe union exifting be* 
twcen the two powers j . and by the neccffity 
of the fword of juftice, fuftaining the thun- 
ders of the church. The mandate of thd 
archbifhop, dilated by the fame infernal ge- 
nius, had to encounter the fame difficulties* 

, . •■ 

Thefe dangerous maxims even Ihocked the 
Court of France* At length, much altered^ 
and more mollified, the theological faculty^ 
publifhed in December 1765^, its Determiha^ 
tiOf Sacra Facultatis Parifienfis in Libellutn\, 
cui titulis Belifaire. This curious cehfure lies 
before us. It is a quarto volume, cbnfifting 
of 123 pages; the Latin tranflated into French* 

A a They 
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They ,firft> propofcd to ccnfurc thirty-fevcn ai- 
fertions^ but they have confined thcmfclvcs t6 
fifteen propofitions, all extradted from the fif-* 
tecnth chapter of this rbmance. On the firft 
of February 1768, the Ignorant bigot, (fuch 
is his appropriate epithet*) the archbiflhop of 
Paris, publiflied after his fermon^ the man- 
date, which condemned a book having for 
title '^elifairey par M. dc Marmontel, dc 
F Academic Francoife, &c. Our Archbifhop 

* The fenfiblc author of the « Vie Prlv& de Louis XV.'' 
has thus drawn the charafter of Beaumont, the archbiihop 
of Paris. M. de Beaumont was very ignorant, very head-^ 
ftrong, and very fufceptible of any kind of prejudice 
againft any perfon, or any party ; a friend of flatterers 
and informers ; otherwife, he was a man oi the pureft and^ 
snoll auftere manners ; intrepid in matters of faith, and in-' 
clined to become, if it was neceflary, its confefibr aid 
martyr.'* 

In the " Memoires Secretes," is preferved an epitaj^ 
on the Archbifhop of Paris, which perfe£tlyxbaraderifet 
. J^V Itis dated December 27, 17B1. 

Dieu lui donna la bienfaifance ; 
Le diable en fit un entete ; 
II couvrit par fa charitey 
ItfCS iBOux de iQXk intderancc 

madd 



BOOKS. 25< 

• • • , 

made the analyfis of his mandate at it5 coil- 
tliifion. He there informs us, that rea/on 
muft fubmit to revelation j that the glory of a 
fovereign confifts in the proteiftion of the Ca* 

• tholic faith 5 that it. is their rigkt and their 

duty to employ the fword ; and that the ca- 

Itholic religion, is the firmeft pillar of the 

throne; Belifarius is condemned, as contain- 
ing propofitibns felfe, rafh, fcandalous, im* 

* pious, erroneous, and replete with herefy ! 

While Marmontel was execratedby the clergy, warmontei 

_ ^ **" triumphs^' 

his work was honoured with tlie moft fplendid 
:^ patronage. In a letter which he wrote to a 
friend on this fubjeiQ:, in September 1767, he 
fays, ^* the Emprefs has had . my Belifa- 
ri)is tranflated into the RuCIian language, knd 
dedicated to a hilhop. The Emprefs, the 
. Kings, of Swedieqji. Denmark, and Poland^ make 
it their breviary. Crowned heads are for mc, 
why fhould I care for the pedagogues of the 
Sorboifne?" About the fame time, Voltstire 

A a z wrote 
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«vrrote a letter to the Ruffian AmbafTadory 
which is more remarkable. ** The Empreis 
. coiidefcends herfelf to tranflate Belifariuc^ 
Which feme men of a college, at Paris, c^- 
lumniate,"^ and afterwards has this very fin- 
Voitairc^s gukr paragraph. " I fee with pleafure, that 

remarkable 

on^^hf hu- '^^^^ is forming in Europe, an immenfe republic 
Tnli^^ of cultivated minds. The light is commu- 
nicating from all parts, I receive things from 
the North, that aftonifh me. Since tbefe loft 
fifteen years y there has arifen a revolution in all 
minds J which forms a great epoch. The cries 
of thefe pedants, announce this great change, 
as the croaking of the crows announce fine 
weather/* 
An accouit In 1 78 7, appeared M. de Mirabeau's work 
r^ftriwork ^^ Lettres de Cachet and State Fr if ons. Con- 
d^ Cachet fined for above eight months, in a dungeon at 

and State 

Prifons. Vinccnnes, through the kindnefs of M. k 

, • Noir> having obtained the free ufe of pens, 

ink, and books, and part of his manu- 

fcripts J he wrote this work in 1778. It dif- 

3 P%« 



pky6 an uncommon labour of refcirch, m 
'books of all kinds, and in all languages; but, 
V^hat was more adapted to render it popular^ 
was the warm eloquence which pervades every* 
part. Our author, firft enquires into the right 
of ifTuing thefc fatal letters. He proves, that 
the royal prerogative by which a citizen may 
be detained as a prifoner, in virtue of a fealed 
letter, without any legal form, is a violation 
of the public law, and even exprefsly repro- 
bated by it. Were it even, he adds, founded 
on a legal title, it would not be lefs illegiti- 
mate and odious; he enters into a pathetic 
detail of the ' effedts of the tyranny of 
fuch letters, and eloquently declaims aga^nft 
thofe who attempted to prove J heir ^ political 
fitility. His notices of the ftate priibn of 
Vincennes, are given in the ftrongeft man- 
ner. His animated defcriptions of the treat- 
ment of the prifoners ; the goaler Of this 
prifon, called the commandant j the food he 
gave to his boarders % thelr'wretchcd lodgings ; 

Aa 3 - the 
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the books they were allowed to read, with 
many other fimilar fcenes, formed the bittcrcft 
ftridures poffible on the government, and the 
defpotifm of minifters. And he clofes his 
elaborate work by the following argument and 
fummaiy : " Les rots de France nefont en droit 
it felon tous les monumens du droit public^ que 
les mandataires iun peuple libre. The kings 
of France, only enjoy the right, alio accord- 
ing to all the regulations of public law, of 
being merely the proxies of a free people. 

Strong thinking, and fine writing united, 
render this work precious. The whole offers % 
multitude of flriking fafts on the abufc of au- 
thority, and lettres de cachet ; he defcribcs 
fcenes with the colours of a painter, and ihc 
eye of many of his readers, muft have beea 
mpiftened in the perufaL 

This philofcphical produAion, was read 
with the grcateft avidity. It is certain, that 
this interefting topic at the time, had a gfcat 
cifeiS at court, as well as with the people. 

The 
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The foHawing year was diftinguifhed by an Happy cw, 

• " ^ ^ fcquence of , 

eimuatm of tie prjfoners nt Vincenncs. Thc^^J^'* 
Count rcfolvcd to perpetuate the happy even^ cach^* 
by an engraving;; the defign was ihc»wn to 
the king, whp, much to his credit, highly 
gppiovcd of it. The defign refembled the 
frontifpiece to Linguet's account of his cour 
finement in the Baftille ; and probably the 
Count meant to infinuate, that the fame def- 
pptifm cxifted in that ftate prifon, as well as 
gt Vincennes ; Louis XVL however, it is Anecdote of 

a Lettre de 

univerfally agreed, never figned mgny Icttres ^^^^; ] 
de cachet, and the empty dungeons qf the 
Baftille, are an eternal teftimony of his juf- 
tice. An anecdote, on good authority, is given 
relative to lettres de cachet, which does great 
honour to thjs naonarch. The Count de SanoiSjj 
tormented by the continued irritation of do-. 
meftic difcordf flew from bis family, and con- 
cealing himfglf under a borrowed name, re- 
tired to Laufanne, and refolved to live on the 
produdions of his pen. By fome finifter mode^ 

Aa 4 , his 
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His Wife and daughter-in-law obtain a Icttro 

« 

dc cachet. In open violation of the rights 
of nations, a minion of the police breaks in- 
to his chamber at night, arrefts him^ fprcads 
l(ifam6us reports concerning his prifoner, and 
drags him, feeble^ with age and malady, to a 
dungeon in France. His memoires arc at 
length publiflied 5 his cafe is fo intercfting and 
pathetically drawn, that all but his unnatural 
perfecutors (hed tears on them. They reach 
the court, and are read by their majefties* 

ibfelari^^ The king faid, after hayiHg perufpd them, 
a" ci^hcT. ^* I fee they make me give a droit e et a gauche^ 
in this manner Lettres des Cachet, without 
my even knowing the name of the perfbn | 
I will put an end to this horrid pra(5tice.-* 
. The parliament of Paris, who in I781, 
appears entirely devoted to the court, and 
carelefs of the caufe of the people, refolvc4 
to prove its exiftence by a flriking inftance 
of its fovereign authority over thofe objeiSts 
which were fubmitted to its cognizance. In. 

Tunc 
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June of that year, it ordered an auto dafs to Abt^ Har- 
be made on the new edition in ten volumes pf ^"'^^ '' 
the Hijiotre phUofophiqtie et politique des Efa^f 
bltjfemens Europe ens dans les deux Indes^ par 
TAbhe Rayhal, According to their barbarous 
law di<ftion, it was faid, The court having 
Jbeard the report ^ &c. has condemned this nvork 
to be torn and burned as impious ^ blafphemous^ 
Jeditious^ and tending to make the people rife 
tigalnji thefovcreign authority ^ and to overturn 
fbe fundarnental principles of civil order. It 
was alfo ordered, that the perfon of Raynal 
ihould be feifed ; it was kind of them, that 
he was not condemned to fliare the fate of 
Jiis book : the Abbe efcaped to Berlin, where 
he wasmoft favourably received, 

This celebrated work of the Abbe Raynal 

« 

has top much intripfic merit to have wanted 
ftich a faditrous incitement as a decree of the 
parliament of Paris, to have become popular, 
^ut to fuch a caufe many works of medio- 
tprity have been indebted for their ephemeral 

reputation, 
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rjeputatlon. To burn a book was the moft 
£ivourabIe advertifement ; and It is fomewhat 
^onifliing that our areopagifts were not yet 
convinced, after the experience of a century, 
ef the inutility of fuch decrees, which affifted 
the ikie, rather than hurt the condemned 
work. Many in confequence of fuch cdidis 
became readers ; and middling produ<5lions 
cbtaincd notice, which would not have been 
known had it not been for the denunciations 
of the avocats gencraux, and the honour of 
being burned by the hangman. RouiTeau 
very juftly obferved, when one of his eloquent 
treatiies experienced the fame hity bruler ft ejt 
pas repondre ; burning is not anfwering. 
Oi^"«Lv ri- A curious anecdote is given concerning this ' 

ttiiw's work, and which rather tends to prove that ; 
the parliament did not Co much exert them- 
felves as that they were excited to this con-? * 
demnation by fuperior orders. It feeras thfl^t 
an enemy of Raynal had one of the volumes 
bound, and fo ingeniou fly contrived as to open 

diredtly 



BOOKS, 

dire<EHy at the paflages which might prove 
xnoft ofFenfive to the king. The volume was 
placed on his table. His majefty did not fail 
to obferve them, and immediately fent for the 
keeper of the feals, whom he feverely re- 
proached for fuiFering fuch works to enter iftto 
France. His majefty alfo added, that he was 
furprifed that men fo religious as himfelf and 
M. de Vergcnncs fhould countenance fuch 
publications by their fubfcriptions. The 
keeper of the feals haftened direftly to the fe- 
cretary for foreign affairs. He wrote to the 
republic of Geneva (then entirely devoted ^to 
the French court) foUiciting the prohibition 
of the work. The parliament of Paris re- 
ceived an injunction to fulminate with their 
magifterial power ; aijd to conclude the for- 
midable farce, the Sorbonne employed itfelf in 
condemning it theologically. Raynal, how- 
ever, is yet living, and the eloquence of his 
compofitions wil! exift with the language. 
But the parlian^ent, the Sorbonne, and Louts 
XVI. are no more. 
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chj»n»acr T" OUIS XV, like fo toany other jno- 

«f Louis I 

^^' J— ^ narchs, would have been an amiiblc 
citizen, and was an execrable king. Perhaps 
this ^ even is too favourable an idea ; for, 
though in fpite of a vitiated education, he, in 
his early years, and fo late as his malady a( 
Mctz, gav? frequent indications of happy 
difpofitions, he afterwards wallowed in the 
mire of debauchery^ and fuddcnly feemcd 
(particularly after his infamous attachment to 
the vile Du Barrc) to lofe the faculties of his 
head, and the feelings of his heart* When 
he lay, in ^ (lying ftate at Metz, in 1744, an 
univerfal alarm was felt throughout the natiori. 
Hitherto he had not fhewn an habitual diffo- 
lutiQn of manners, and had fometimes given 

plDofe 
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pfoofs of ah aqiiable fenfibility. The coUrier 
who brought to Paris the news of his reco- 
very was furrounded, and almoft ftiiled by the J^"'« ^v. 

•^ ^ faluted by 

carefTes of the people. He was carried along lurwcLlL 
in triumph^ .and every where refounded, '* thp 
king is cured." Te Deums were fung in 
crouded churches^ and Louis obtained by the 
ipontaneous voice of the nation the uncommon 
epithet of the well^beloved. 

But in the year 1757, the moft oppofitc 
change is obfcrved in the nation. In this year 
his aflaflination was attempted by the fanatic ' 
Damien. The firft rumour was that he had 
been aflaffinated. The Parifians were not 
flow in their enquiries. But what a diiference 
in this eppcha, (fays the author of the pri- 
vate life of Louis XV.) to that of his ma- 
kdy at Metz. In a word, they were en- 
quiries of curiofity, not of fympathy ; they 

« 

-were more alarmed than afflided j the heart 
:»toQk no fhare; in the event; no tears were 
vflied i and the churches were empty. 

It 



th« nation If VTOS iidt thc Ffcnch people who had 

change their ■* * 

oAhh mo- changed, it was thc monarch himfelf. Once 
' he had been feen at the battle of Fontenoy^ 
and had more than onCe ihewn a ibllidtude 
for the happinefs of the nation. Now^ he 
was a voluptuous and feeble prince, placed' iii 
a narrow circle of adulatiVe and corrupt conr-^ 

■ 

tiers. Shut up in his petits appartemens and 

infamous pare aux Cerfsy accefliMe only to thc 

moft diflblute of the nation. Now the moft 

Some of hb innocent moments of Louis XV. were thofc 

later occu- 

^"**- in which with an apron and a fpoon he con- 
defcended to cook ragouts and boil cofiec un* 
der the diredtioii of the Countefs Du Barre t 
Such arc the fublime fouls which too often 
have caft an indelible difgrace on a throne ! 

In the private life, the following anecdote 

reveals the difpofitions of the monarch ami 

the nation in 1754. When his majefty went 

. to C<mxpcigne, it was cuftomary to viflt Paris 

in his way. He was m^ade to believe that 

this 

8 
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l:liis city was rebellious, becaufc a mob hadsingubr 

' , _ anecdote of 

lately infulted a lieutenant of Police, and that 'r'^^^,* 
therefore he fhould punifli the inhabitants by 
not honouring them With his prefcnce. It 
h certain^ though not eafily to be credited, 
that a new road was haftily conftruftcd from 
Vcr(kille8 to St. Denis, for the purpofe of hh 
majefty's not appearing at Paris ; and what is^ 
not lefs extraordinary, it was called le chemin 
de la revoke — the road of rebellion ; as if it 
were to perpetuate the remembrance of an 
imaginary crime, and the fhameful weaknefs 
of the monarch ! 
. The verfatile genius of the French, forms. Two vtrt 

, - «liffercnt ia- 

however, in this,- as in many other fubjedts, ^^j^a^. 
a curious contraft. When that enormous 
eoUedion of the memoires fecretes is examin* 
cd, it will be found that while one- part of 
the nation were adulating the monarch, the 
other were prepared to lampoon him. In 
1763, we find (June 6,) that a dreadful paper 
had been fattened to the new ftatue of Louis 

XV. 
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XV.* It bore this concife and energetic in* 

fcription, 

STATUA STATUS, 

* 

A STATUE TO A STATUE ! 

Several perfons were fakeii up on fui*** 
picion, and the fpies were blify. But two 
years afterwards (1765) we find a pleafiilg 
-^efcription of a fine monument erefted in 
honour of the king, which bore a very difFe^ 
rent kind of infcription* 1 

TO LOUIS xV. 

THE BEST OF KINGS, 

WHO BY THE MILITNESS OF HIS REIG^I 

RENDERS HIS PEOPLE HAPPY. 

And this happy people were Jiarving I If 
every monarch would acquire the true know*- 
ledge of the fcntiments of his people, let him 
freely permit every one to place an infcription 
on his flatue. Such an impartial flatuc might 
be a mofl ufeful minifler of flate ! 

The following anecdote is very . flriking 1 

and 
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«n(i for the fake of the reflexions which ao 
company it^ we triinfktt it as it.flands, in Ba- 

chaumont's Memoires Secrets^ voL vi^ p« 1 5^ 
we premife that the parliaments were renian* 
ftrating at every hour with Louis XV. who 
was employing the moft defpotic methods to 
mtimidate them. 

OAober 22, 1771. 
Th* public converfation has lately turned R«markabi« 

' anecdote of 

on the whole length painting of Charles I-cKi.*^ 
king of England, by Vandyke, which was £ouis x v*"* 
bought feveral months fince, by the Countefs 
Dubarry, for the fum of 30,000 livrcs. This 
lady had placed it in her apartment, near his 
majefty's, and it appears not without defign. 
We are informed that whenever his majefty is 
returning to his natural benevolence, and his 
exhauftcd rage melts into clemency, fhe points 
out to him the example of that unfortunate 
monarch; fhe gives him to underftand xthat 
perhaps J!>is parliaments would have attempted 
on his perfon xh^fame things^ if the cliancel- ' 
lor ^Maupoau) had not difclofcd to him their 

^ b criminal 
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criniina] and imad plots/ and had not ^opt 

* 

them before they had reached to that degree 
of blackncfs and atrocity to which they would 
have attained, — However abfurd, however 
Wicked may be the imputation, (he inflames 
the prince for the moment, and it is From 
under this piSiure that proceed thofe deftruc- 
, tive thunders which are ready to ftrikc the rc- 
prefcntatives of the law and to pulverife thofe 
who are at the extremities of the kingdom. 

The Countefs is hot capat)le of inventing . 
a calumny fo malicious, fo well combined, 
and fo terrible ; the alarms with which £he 
infpires the king muft be from other politi- 
cians as ikilful as they are infernal. 

This anecdote (which the events con- 
firmed) is attefted by courtiers, whofe tefti- 
moniesare'of thegreateft weight. 

This anecdote afFordr a great fcope for re^^ 
fleftion. Had the parliaments at that moment 
been permitted to proceed, it is more than 
probable that tlae revolutioft mmld then Have 

*' * - taken 
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j&k^ place; and diat Loiiis XV. and not the mroiu- 
Lodis XVI- had perifl^d on a fcaffold. The f^J^^; 
Gountefs littie dcpedfedi while (he was giaz- i^uu xv. 
ing on the . piQ:ure of Chatlcs, that fhe • was 
cotitemplathig not the fate of her royal lover> 
but her oWn. 

; Wc have fcen in th6 article Miniftersi that 
ijouis XV. bpijirefled his people by ftockjoh^ 
king ; we now find in his private life that he 
Waj5 alio a cbrn-'^vhandkr. It was the monarch Louis xv. 

a cornchan^ 

who was the. great monopolifer of whpat in«^i*^^^" 
his kingdom, -^ and who made a fcarcity or^"*^^'' 
abundance as beil fuited his fpeculations. 
The author of the private lifc> vol. iv. p. 
I53> fays, Louis XV. was fo feripufly occu- 
pied by thefe fpeculatlons, that thofe who 
were ; admitted into his private cabinet, law 
in his dcfk the duily price currents oi flour 
and com, in the , different markets through- 
out the kingdom ! 

Audita what purpofes were thefe criminal 
accumulations .devoted ? to : the. forming ,his 
&.,; B b 3 1>etits 
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pHiits ^artempni, in wbidh art.wiiseiDha.ufted^ 
aQ^thegrofiefl: debauchery triumphed ^ a^lux*^ 
iiryi tJi4( wftip b'filliant with the ruins d ana- 
tioii. But, th( moft dreadful inftitutioQ of ^&k 
modjCrQ Sardaaapalus was his p^c^du^erpj a 
foyal feraglio of the moft abominable nature. 
It is erne great fource of the ruin of the morals 
and finances of the kingdom. Its immenie ex« 
pences exceed calculation. We refer the curious 
reader for a minute defcnptbn of theie hor<^ 
rors to the Vie privh^ vol. iii, p. 17. Ffortt 
this kiititutio^ the jtreaTury it^s overwhelmed 
l^ bills^ called acquits du comptara ; fams d6« 
livered by the mere fignatnrc of the king, 
without any mention made for dieir object. 
The treafurer needed no t>dier jnAilitration 
in his own accounts than thefe orders ; and 
Louis^ XV. intoxicated with love at his pittts 
foixpers wsas willing to fign whatever was pto^ 
pofed! : 

The fsime: si^^or gives an anecdote of 
wantop {Prodigality which is too curious' to 

, ^ pafs 
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paft h^. Louie XV. had a citi^n o£ firei 
works, which was compofed >of thfrty thoti* 
£uid fB&es, and whieh, at a crowh^ a-piec:e 
ibitecd ^ fum of four thouiknd Lcmia^; and 
(he adds) we know Aat a clufter of fire^ 
w^ks occupies eka^fy the i^e of thi 
twinkling df an eyot 

On the diay^ whkh Loma XV* died Aii Anecdote oi 
AbU termt hiA the aiidsdoaa impraabrt^ l^lv?* 
to pub}i(h a decree of the kii^g'& eouiicil 
which announced a new t£t. Under ^ 
fignature of Louis, a cau^ic wit wi-ote ths 
Ibllowkig ve^fe, frdtn Greg's fitrewelrto ihk 
Je&ikSf 

Ceft 41^$ quVn ^mnt je v(KKi fail itoi adii«^| 
'Tts dxQl ia jrariiiif tlut I bid £Kf wtll 

It' was* under file govenunmit of Lot^ i^eAediont 

cm the rifeaf 

XIV. Aat the abfolute OefputUm of theJ^Sfa:*^' 
Fre'nefa^ nMiilt^dy wa& eftablUhed; abdwliicb 
^n^efhafr^iic had evor been incvea^oig. It 

Bbj vrat 
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was his minifter Louvols, und his Macblxu^ dt 
Maintcnon ijvhp rendered him fp odiptjS to 
Europe and his fubjeifls. Had be been cqn^ 
dufted by fuch men as Colbert, ^ he ^ would 
have dipd with glory. D' Argcnfon w^s the itt^ 
^t^tpr of that in^uifitorial^«7//Vi? wjiich abned 
in the moft fatal manner at the Ubcrty.of all 
citizens' without diftinaiort. The inirviftefs of 
LouB XV .fomid this method fo convenient .that 
/ they rigofoufly adopted it.. Since fhe begkj? 
luhg pf the regency to the death oJf this mo- 
narch,, Frante oficrs the moft revolting in? 
fiances: of thie abufes of arbitrary power. A 
fimplc magiftratc, a lieutenant of poliqeT»*d^ 
all Frenchmen tremble, from the loweft of the 
, fubjsjS^ievctt; to the princes of the bjppd, < A 
Berrier, a Sartinc, a Le Noir, and their chief, 
the Count de St. Florentine, afterwards thp 
Duke de la Vrillicre, commiited gvery hoiror 

* 

wiliiimpunity, Thofe who ihall/ead in hiftqry 
all what thefc odious 4)e|-fons hjive donc.wUl 
not eafily concisivc how a great nation like th§ 

/ Frcnchi 
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French, could fufFcr themfelves to have been 
thus perfecuted and crushed during two reigns 
which kfted one hundred and thirty-fix years. 
Under the reign of Louis XVL affairs bore 
a more Rvoi^rable afped. The king had the 
beft intentions poflible ; and the demolishing 
of the Baftille has afforded an incontrovertible 
truth, that he had rarely permitted himfelf 
to confign unhappy men to its dungeons. 
His death has at leafl produced a different 
effeSt than that of his predeceffors ; it was 
not unattended with tears. But Louis XIV. 
called the Great, and Louis XV. the weU^ 
beloved^ -who had both been extolled ioto 
divinities during their lives, had no fooner 
departed; but the voice of popular execnj'* 
tiop was heard over their tombs^ 
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Curious 
aaecdote of 
the queen't 
pai&on for a 
iica(l.dre& 
•f fcatheri* 



THE (^ca f^nt to the cmprels hc| 
mother, her portrait drawn i|i thg 
fafhion fhe had adppted ; of which the nu^ 
ftriking part was a head drefs rexnarkablj^ 
overcharged with high and wide feathers. 
Her auguft mother retyrned the portrait^ 
obferving, that no doubt, Ibme mii^ake 
mufthave happened, in fending this prefent; . 
in which Oie could not find the portrait o£ a 

guecQ 
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queen of France, Iwt ^ii of m ppera 
dancer; that flie return^ iu 9s4 was de-? 
^rou3 of the true one. Her ii^ajefty, no 
doubt, confidered this alfed^ioaate ikrf:^im^ 
ffs toQ fevwe ?u)4 frivglousji aijftd 9S the tfft6k 
4?f age and imbecility, She did ne^ there* 
fore, judge it ne^eflary to reform herlelf iq 
lyhat related to an obje<St of tafte, and, the 
pourt faw the nox$ d^y, (fays the icandalou$ 
j^onicle of the times) an additional elevation 
^nd number of feathejrs on her royal head? 
The qi^een's paflion for feathers at length 
became fo obfei-vable, that a young bard^ 
having written Ibme f^tirical verfes on thig 
fafliipn, for the Afifrrwrf , the author thought 
proper to return his poem, and ventijred not 
to infert \t left he might inciir the queen'? 
j^dignatioii ! In a word, the ladies^ (as wa% 
juft) paid their cojirt to her majefty hf 
fihi^nihing the .%fliion fbe h^d introduced ; 
and the trade of feathers, which had Iqng 
l^n o|i th$ <^ecli^e iq Fr%nce, fuddenly re* 

vived^^ 
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vived, in fb much that the city of Lyons; Mfai 
exhaufted of thefe articles in a moment. 
Thcquwn In 1 775, her majefty's gradual afcendancy 



revive* z 
finecurc 



pTa«"in fa- ovef thc king's mind becomes apparent^'from 

vour of thc ^ . 

princcfs dc a varietv of anecdotes* It was the honeft 

A JUamMlle. -^ 

intentioITof Louis XVI. to correft by 4 
fevere oeeonomy, the national dilapidations 
which his two left predeceiTors bad occa^ 
iioned. Louis XIV. by a ' ruinous paffion 
for war, for grandeur, and ambition in all 
its (hapes; and Louis XV* by as ruinous a 
prodigality for voluptuous pleafiires. For 
Ibme time the queen had in vain repeatedly 
folicited his majefty to re-eftablifli thc lateun- 
fortunate princefs of Lamballe, her favourite 
companion j in the place of luperintendent of 
the qu^n's palace. The king, frighteiiecj 
at the enormous charges attending this place, 
f.erfifted in hi$ refulal, for a confiderablc 
time ; and the controleur general .|ibove aU 
others, the great advocate for economy, tnr 
forced with his majefty the ncceffity 'O^ 
I I'efcinding 
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tefcifiding fuch. heayy fimccures/ At lengthy 
,Jier maje% by an unwearied aflault, fappci 
the patriotic yicw^ of the king. She prcr 
vailed^ and her friend the princefs of ii^amr 
})elle, gave her odths, and took this place^ 
<i8tH.Qf Septenaber, 1775. On this occar 
fion the Marecbak^^ Mouchy, maid of honour 
)to the queen retired, finding herfelf in z 
degraded futuation, which was by no mdans 
ijiiagree^ye tQ the fjueea. This lady was 
grave , ajid rigorous, ajid of yery oppofitc 
difpofitions to her majefty. Tjiisf feyiprity of 
jpanners, hjid frequently pfFejxd^d the qiieen, 
svh^p ihe vas dapphine6» She ufed to call 

|n .1^/77, we colle6| th^ foUpwing ajiec-ofhariani. 
^t<ps t^l^tiyfe to the queen* Her balls wer^ 
ffe<iuenti l^ut h^C majefty wgs fp failidiops 
rji^dting the daiipers, that they weri? often 
jhmly attended. 'Jih^ king having re^ 
preached her for not fending an invitation to 
|tlord whom he eftcepqed, hef majefty an* 
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Hrered, that he duced too ilL Nobody 
dances worle than myfdf, replied the kkig» 
and I, therefore, ihall not a{^>ear at joor 

This year wae diftinguiihed by a pro^g^ 
&Uy; her majeftjr and the count d'Artok 
having thonght pixyper ^veral times ta noake 
nodhimal excnrfions from Verfkilles ta ]^ari% 
and fco€a Paris to Verfailles, a new illu* 
mination was formed, at the expence of 
18000 livres, for the convenience c^ e\a 
royal travellers! 

The balls were accompanied withevery ex-^ 
S^ travagance of drefe, and every fpeciesofener. 
mous gaming. Her majefty joined the dances 
with an ardour and tafte which would have 
^6Q(i apfxro^riate in an opera^ dancer* She 
invented a particular drei$, for this j^il- 
liant art ; this art which expoi^s with iu^ 
grace, thf> animated limbs, and breathes a 
<!OBtagion of voluptuoufiiefs* Thefe habrts 
w^e in the ^pariiiih fafhion, and of t^e mo^ 
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^letxdid kind. None of tlitan coft lefs thuk 
fix thoufand Ixvns ; and the daiicers confiftoi 
of the lords and ladies of the court, who, 
induced /by hser ini^efty*s example, imitated 
the opera Coryphaeules. The moft delicious 
airs were fdciftcd, and the orcheftra of the 
opera fbrmcd the fymphony* Her majcfly 
was fb enchanted with thefe cotillons that ihe 
frequently called for their rqpetition. The. 
duke of Chartres . gave two balls at the 
Palais Royal, at which her majcfty was 
prcfent. The money loft at thefe two balls 
amounted to ont million, eight hundred 
tlioufand livres^! It fobn became neceflary 
to clofc thefe balls^; the exceffive fatigue 
which they occafioned to her majefty, h^d 
endangered her health. What magnifi- 
cence, what frivolity, what ruin, docs all 
this offbr to our contemplation ! 

Tfce following anecdote which has been 

juft -communicated to us from one of the 

' \ . parties 



parties rfotafceraed, is a fplendid' illuiliatidA 
of her majefty's pafiion for dancing* 

When the colonels were .J preparing, to 
join their regiments, the qtre«n,\ who re- 
greted the departure of this number of de- 
gant young men who had become neceflkry. 
to the plcafures of the court, which fhe had 
moft at heart, [that is to fay, t^ey were Jine 
dancers ;] prefented to her hufband a lift of 
all thofe Ihe wiflied to keep near her, and fof 
whbm (he, therefore, folicited leave of ab- 
fence from their regiments. The king, in- 
ftead of reading the note, tore it before hef 
majefty's face, declaring, that, he (hould be 
very forry to know the names of thole of his 
officers, who prefer fo frivolous an amufe-^ 
ment, to their duties. and their glory.. ^ 
Anecdotes Wc Iiavc flicwn her toajcfty as an opera 

of her 

^ftc'^forthe ^^^^^^> w^ muft alfo dilplay her talents as a 

^^"^ player. It was Ihe who introduced a tafte -for 

afting at court. Beneath her aufpices^ it is 

faid, the Count d'Artois became a Ikilful 

rope'- 
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rdpe^ddncer % and an illuftrious troop of the 

yoxirig nobility, enlifted themfelves linder the 

' banners of Thalia^ The public, indeed, 

were not admitted to thefe theatrical exhi- 

bitions. The audience confifted of thofe 

•perfons who were attached to the royal 

family. The king was greatly diflatisfied 

at thefe frivolous and loofe employments, 

which her majefty hatd chofen; one evening 

he hilled the queen, her majefty received 

it with good humour, laughed, ——— and 

-played the next evening. 

' The furor of afting increafed on every 

^TCprefentation with her majefty. She was 

•defirous, that Madame ftiould take a cha- 

rader ; but Monfieur ftrongly oppofed his 

princefs from becoming a player, and a 

coolnefs, in confequence, took place. The . 

queen did not aft well; no one but the king 

dared to hint this ; but the loud applaufe 

from every part of the fycophantic theatre, 

perpetuated 

• • ' . 3 
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perjiehiated the pkistfing iUufioai audi W 
pafSon for the ftage» 

She now attempted to communicate moie 
refmement to her theatrical abilities* She 
devoted every mormng to ftudy, and for this 
purpoie, fhe took her leficms from one Mi* 
chu of the Comedie Itaiiemie. It wais, tto 
doubt, an edifying fbene^ to obierve the queen 
of France receiving the orders of a (IroUef^ 
in what manner (he fhould a£t in a comic 
opera! 

DiiTatisfiqd that (he could not appear in 
public, (he attempted a new mbde of aug-* 

She invited the 
authors of the pieces adted at this royal 
theatre ; and one evening (he had the Gardes 
du Corp^ then in waiting, called in to be 
piefent at the exhibition. When the comedy 
wqiS finifhed, the royal a6lrefs came forwards^ 
and addreffed them in thefe words, ^' Gen* 
tlemen, I have done every thing I can to 
amule you ; I wifh I could have played 

better. 
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bfetter, that I might have given you mot-e 
pleafurc,'* " MeJJteurSi J* at fait ce quej'ai 
pUy pour vous amufir ; J*aUrois voulu mteux - 
puer, afifi de vous donner plus de plaifir.'^ It 
would appeal- by all this that the queen waS 
emulous of the charafter of the Infamous 
Theodore, whofe charafter has been fb ad- 
mirably defcribed by Gibbon, in his Romari 
hiftory, vol* iv. J). 51. 4to. 

The ladies of the dourt were delighted 
With this tafte of their miftrefs, becdufe it 
lead to great fplendor of drefs, and to certain 
falaries and prefents with v/hich they wef,e 
gratified. 

A little domeftic anecdote, odcaliohed by Anecdote ©r 

•^ the Queen» 

this paffion of our royal aftrefs, introduces ^^^^*^t 
US' to the acquaintance of her majefty,'^^'" 
Madame, and the Count d'Artois. 

The queen had in vain, repeatedly defired 
Madame to take a charader; this had 
always been. rejeSed as unworthy of ^ her 
dignity. A coolnefs had, in confequence, 

C c taken 
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taken pla^ ; ^nd the qi&een one cla}^ iai^' to. 
Madame, but fince I, the queen of France 
aft, you fhould not be above it. — Mad*i»0 
repliedjj if I ain not a queen, I am of the 
blood of which queens are made-> — He? 
majeft J not, perhaps, hking the comparifony^ 
with the imperial fiercenefs of Auftria, took 
fire, and difrelpe6lfully compared the petty 
houfe of Savoy to that of Auftria, " which 
does not even, yield^'' (flic added) " to that of 
Bourbon." — To fuch extremities went otfr 
pouting rival queens. But the Count d*Artois, 
being prefent, with a happy larcalm, avenged, 
the infulted honour of the Bourbons,, by fay- 
ing, " Hitherto, I feared to interrupt your 
majefty's contefi, as I confid<sred you to be 
aft^rj^; but now I per<:eive that you are only. 
Joking r — Such were the dpmeftic difcor<is of 
the Pourbons ! Two fiflers in the family of 
a private citizen^ foipetiraes quarr^L cozK^rui- 
ing their laft nem cap^ ; but two qu^fus^^ z^r 
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tinfortunatefy introduced at moft vfofent f ag^ *^"^'''' 



fiiited' hy the fame paffion, differ abotrt tht 
mtiquky of theif boujes. 
\ During her m^efty*s lying in (i^J^) fhesheen^ 

exccfiive 
5V gaznin|;4 

for gaming. She had a pharaoh table regu* 
larly eftabHfhed^ and appointed M. At C— i 
»■ •*•• ' , the fon of a celebrated gameiter, to 
be her banker. The laxiies flew to thefe 

« 

occupations with all the charatSleriftic ardout 
of the fexj emulous of rivalling even her ma- 
jcfty ; and at this crouded table, a feat was 
not al\^ays to be obtained. The bufinefs of 
our banker increafed fo much, that he was 
obliged to feprefent ta the queen, that hi^ 
could not proceed in his employment without 
a coadjutor « Her majefty pei'mitted him to 

chufe one* Jlis choice fell on M. PbincotV 

« 

a chevalier of St. Louis, who not having yet 
bofn the commiilion (if a colonel, accord^ 
ilig to the etiquette could not be feated ill- 
h,tt ptefeiice. He therefote remained ftand- 
ing, when her majefty perceiving it, carelefs 
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of the ceremonial cuftoms of Verfailles, 
ordered a chair to be brought to him. Thp 
rigid and old courtiers groaned at this viola- 
tion of formality and precedence, 
intcrefting Play rofc fo high, that they were obliged to 

'anecdotes of ' 

gaming invcnt a new mode of mana?ino: their 
accoynts. It was impoflible for a perfon to 
bring four or five thoitfand louis , in gold ; 
boxes were contrived which were filled with 
pieces of mother of pearl, engraved with 
their name, and on the other fide the funis 
for which they were meant to pafs. The 
following day thefe bills of exchange were 
immediately paid. M. de la Vaupallierc, 
having defired his lady to arrange fonae 
pieces for this purpofe, - fhe ingenioufly had 
her portrait with thofe of her two children, 
engraved on them, with thefe words, jR^- 
member us. When this gentleman opened 
his box at the table, it occafioned a momen- 
. tary furprife ; he applauded the invention ; 
laughed, played, and was ruined. 

La 
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In 1786, a young man of the firfl: fortune 
in France, loft at the queen's table, the 
enormous fiim of twelve hundred t^oufand 
livres. Rjeturned home, and even ignorant 
. of the amount he had loft, he wrote letters 
to his friends; intreated them to feve his ^ 
honour I to remember his wife and child 1 
for that he, plunged into an abyfs of mifery, 
and unworthy to appear before honeft men, 
would never be heard of more, for that 
he had gone to hide his ihame and his de* 
fpair in Ibme obfcure corner, or fly, while he 
could find earth to walk on. This afFeftuag 
incident was not eafily forgotten, and ex-^ 
cited murmurs among the thinking part of 
the Parifians, at the horrid gaming encou- 
jiaged at her majefty's table. 

Gaming cannot long exift without freqent^"«^j?'« 
violations of honefty. This obvious re-chfatuigat 

• •'/•• . tliefc royal 

^ fledion is lufficiently exemplified by attend- gamins 

^ r y tables. 

ing to the private anecdotes of the queen's 
pharaoh table, at tjiis moment. It offers a' 

C c 3 dreadful 
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dreadful lefTou for the Jovers of gaming. 
We dbferve many of the mod amiably 
womciif and many of the difiinguifhod nofan 
lity, rcdticed to the bafenefe of the loweft 
adventurers. Rouleaux of counterfeit louis 
fubftituted for true ones, w^ a trick not 
pnfrequjBnly praftifed. To deter others from 
|hi$ cheat, a moufquetaire wcjs at length 
Theduchcf-ai^refted. But it was the Ducbeff^s^ wbq 
chcati. daily fwtndkd the credulous and young 
players^ of the money >^ch was entrufted 
to them; and this, openly before their face. 
None, mdeed, was more impudent than a 
female courtier; hardened and ihamelefe^ 
they continued their mal-prafticea witl^ 
impunity. ' This fharping of the court was i^ 
notorious, that it became the topic of ordi-, 
nary converfation ; and fa6ls, which would 
have excited indignation and horror in Ehg-i 
land; among the diflblute courtiers of Ver- 
feilles, and the frivolous citizens of Paris^ 
were the fubje^ of a kugh. Madanote once 

faid 
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{aid to the baafcers of the queen's table ;«i^ 
*^ They greatly cheat you, gentlemen/'—^ 
The bankers, too polifhed courtiers, to confefe 
the truth, and not defirous of coutradidting 
it, replied that, that they did not perceive it. 

The bankers at length, to obviate the 
daily cbeatmg and /harping of the /a/Hes ^ 
^&e court J obtained permiflion of her majefty, 
that before, play began, the table fhould be 
bordered with ^ broad ribband, and that no 
money (hould be confidered as played for, but 
what appeared on the card$, on its outfide, 
Thjs certainly prevented much cheating; 
exceptihg that fomeof the JDwi6^/ receiving 
iinall funis from thofe credulous punters who 
ftood near them, affured them that they 
bad loft; and Utterly, fome had the hardinels 
eveii to deny having received any ! The king 
was feen fo rarely at this table, that when 
he once appeared, it excited aftdnilhmentt 
His majefty ever difcountenanced this fury 
of play, and frequwtly amufed himfelf at 

C c 4 crowns, 
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crowns, while the queen and niofi: of thft 
company, at th? royal vifits, were playing 
for eiiormous fums. 
Anccdotcsof Among thofe of her majefty's favourites^- 
jrfty's mil- who were indebted for this honour to their 
adminiilration in the offices of frivolity, was 
her milliner, Mademoifelle Bertin. This 
woman was admitted into the moft familiar 
habits with the queen, and rofc into emi- 
nence by more than one public diftindiion. 
When the queen entered Paris in 1779, ihfe 
placed herfelf in a balcony, with thirty work- 
women, and her majefty as (he paffed was 
pleafed to wave her hand, and cry " There 
is Mademoifelle Bertin I" — which the mil-r 
liner was obliged to notice by a moft obie- 
quioys curtfey. It is probable that the king's 
good fenfQ >va? not pleafed at his entrance 
into Paris to obferve that heu majefty's firft 
littention was paid to her milliner, — Perhaps 
tq hymour the joke, he applauded her by 

l^ejiting his hajids, which occaiioned ^iiQthtir 

•■' - •. -, • 
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^edience — all the royal family did the lame, 
and fb many curtfies — at length, the faithful 
apes of their mailer, every courtier falutedthe 
milliner, which Ukewife coll her fo many 
curtleys. She funk at length exhaulled, 
full of honour and fatigue, — But this public 
diflinftion made her fortune ; Ihe afterwards 
became the fafhionable Marchande de Modes. 
The milliner, indeed, acquired fuch im- 
portance from her interviews with her ma- 
jelly, that ll^e employed in her Ihop the lame 
language the miniller nfed concerning thole 
he had with his majefty in the cabinet. 
When a faftidipus lady could riot be pleafed 
with various farnples of caps ofifered to heji^ 
Mademoifelle Bertin faid^ prefentez done a 
Madame y des echantiUons de mon dernier tra^ 
vail avec fa Majejie. Shew the lady Ibme 
'Specimens of my lall confultation with her 
tnajejly. Her majelly's prote<5lion bec^tmc 
jieceflary ; for having quarrelled with one of 
Jier late apprentices for oppofing her iq buli- 

nels, 
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nefsy and raifing $dtaf againft altar, il)f< isct^ 
tacked her with the fury of an irritated 
Virago, tore her hair, and fpit in her face* 
Immediately arofe a law fuit, and the firft 
counfeUors feed, who certainly amufed then^* 
feives at the coft of their clients, . The 
damages, however, were ferious. But tht 
queen, the day before judgment was jpafiedy 
addreflcd a letter to the prelident of the 
, court, that he Ihould firft inform her of the ^ 
whole affair. 
The mi}- It was not fufficient to infult the public by 

Jincr pen- - a W^ 

thus arrefting ^he courfe of the law, for a 
milliner, but it appears that a penfion Was 
nlib to be the reward of the Iplendid talents 
of Mademoifelle Bertin. In the Livre Rouge 
we fold the following article, *^ Bertin, 
Demoifcllc Jules, Marehande dc Modes dc 
la.Reine de France-^-*~-24Qo livres.'* It 
was tki3, lays the obferver, that the f* Poufe 
guiglais; the caracoa, or pet-en-raif ; dc Pl»- 
lipdelphic; th?^ |5e^ther3 and cotillons ^ Ja 

fultane; 
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ifUtlUmei; and above all the enamelle4 nets,'* 

•were to be rewarded. 

At the births the princefs, when their The quwn 

<ioc$ a public 

majefties vifited Paris, the queen did an ad y^,^^^ ^^""^^ 
of benevolence which awakened the afFe6lioa 
of the Parifians, And fince we have few 
fach anecdotes to give, it would be unjuft to 
pals over .this pleafing fcene. The queen 
defired that a part of the money referved for 
{he public rejoicings, might be employed in 
marrying one hundred poor and virtuous 

^ • 

girls with honeft tradefmen ; a choice was 
made from each pari/h. Tbe future Ipoufes 
formed two rows when their majefties paffed 
t?he n^^ve of the church of Notre Dame, 
The new married couples appeared uni- 
formly dreffed. The portion of each was 
five hundred livres ; and the queen engaged 
to pay for the nurfing of the firft fruits of their 
piarriages ; and promifed a greater benefit to 
thoie mothers who would lucklc their own 
children : And the whole exhibition was 

crowned 
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crowned by the marriage of an honeft couple, 
who had lived together above half a century, 
and who now renewed their vows of af- 
fe^ion, which they had fworn, at fo diftant 
a period. This venerable pair was attended 
by all their children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren; they wore the fame 
uniform as the younger ones, and they re- 
ceived the lame portion. The marriages 
were celebrated before their majefties; and 
the fcene melted the fvmpathctic Parifians 
into tears* It is curious to add, that Made- 
«pera moifelle Guimard, the queen of the theatre, 
refolved to give an entertainment at the 
Vauxhall, and to imitate her majefty in 
forming, in that public aflembly, a mar- 
riage* Every one haftened to purchafe .a 
ticket ; the benevolence was, rendered -doubly 
attraftive by its frivolity. The portion was 
to confift not only of twenty-five louis by a 
contribution from the opera, dancers, but 
alfo by the fale produced of the entertain- 

2 ment; 
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ment ; of which the number of tickets fold 

amounted to 30,000 livres. The rigorous 

archbifliop of Paris, would not permit the 

celebration of this marriage at Vauxhall, 
pretending that it would be a public offence 

to decency and morals; and he procured in 
confequence an order from the court to 
hinder the celebration of the marriage in this 
temple of pleaflire. Mademoifelle Guimard, 
however, would not lofe the glory of this wed- 
ding; and it took plac? at her palace, which 
was always in a proper ftate to exhibit a 
feftival. This is a curious inftance of the 
levity of the nation, and the afpiring genius 
of Mademoifelle Guimard. 

At the very moment the government was Anotto 

frivolous 

fuppreffing ancient and ufeful offices, on the by tSe^u^ 
plea of economy, it was obferved, that the 
<5[ueen was creating ufelefs and expenfive 
ones, Mademoifelle de la Borde, happened 
to find fuch favour in her majefty's eyes^ 
that not fatisfied with having made her, her 

reader, 



teader , fKe created a ne^ office in lier fkvoHfj 

called jDi//»i? ^/a/ Lit (lady of the bed), and 

% 

whole duties coftfifted in opening and fliut- * 
ting the Curtains of her majefty, and to deep 
at the feet of the bed, when her majefty 
fliould judge necefTary ! This lady was 
handfome enough to occafion a fit of jealouly 
to the dutchefs of Polignac^ 
ingenioui Thc foUowing anccdote is accompanied 

verfes made • % r ■% it /^t 

on her ma- with luch agreeable veries, that the readef 
will not be difplcafed with its intr^duftion* 
Her majefty had long been calumniated in 
' the efFufions of many a wanton fcribbler, and 
in 1784, fhe afked the chevalier de Boufflcrs 
to colleft in one fong the moft glaring de- 
fefts her ceniiirers had difcovered: This 
living poet, who excels Prior in gaiety and 
elegance, ufiiig the permiffion allowed him^ 
by the ingenious and lively turn he gave 
thefe cenfures, contrived to make them a' 
ridicule for the moft refined flattery. Her ^ 
majefty, it is faid, was fo pleafed with them, 

that 
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thlt £he fling the vcrfes herfelf. It is not^ 
however, very clear whether they are not to 
be regarded as a bitter Jot ire on her majeUy. 
The reader muft judge for himfelf. The- 
nation were divided in their opiijion, and the 
enemies of the court confidercd them as an 
ingenious mode of latirifing the queen. In 
the red book, the chevalier's name appears 
with a penfion of 10,000 livres, as governor 
of Senegal. The abufive obfcrver gives as a 
reafbn for this penfion, a^ gift which the 

chevalier made to the queen of an infamous 

« 

nature. We have' been informed that the 
fong was found fo ingenious, and at the fame 
time of fo dubious a charadber, that her 
tnajefty rewarded him at once with a penfion^ 
and punifhed him \vith a temporary exile 
from court. Thus Juvenal, it is faid, was 
exiled to the arid deferts of Lybia, by the 
emperor Nero, who at once pkafed with hie 
verfcs,, and dreading them, made him a 
PreTe6t, It Is thus that the fame caufe al- 

3 ways 
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ways produces the fame efFedt, in every dgtJ 
and in every nation. 

We tranfcribe the fbng in queftion. 



Voulc2-vou8 favoir Ics ondit^ 

Qui courcnt fur 'tbimre ? 
On dit que par fois Ton efprit, 

Paroit etre en d^lire. 

Quoi ! de bonne foi ? 

Oui, mats, croyezmoiy 
Elle fait A bien faire, 

Que fa d^raifon, 

Fuiiiez-vous Caton, 

Auroit Tart de tous plaire. 



Will you lift en to the repo|ts» * 

Which l^read' about Themliia? 
'Tis faid that oft her miad. 

Appears in a delirium^ 
Indeed ! are you in earned ? 

Yes ; but believe me# 
« She knows to a6t fo well 

That even her madncfs^ 

Were you a Catoi 
Would have the art of cliarrting 
you. 



On dit que 1c trop de ban fens *Ti9 faid that too much fenfe 

Jamais nc la tourmtnte ; Never torments her ; 

On dit meme qu* urt grain d*encens*Tis faid too, that a,grainof incenftf 



La ravit et Tenchante, 
Qnoi'! de bonne foi ? 
Qui, mais, croyezmoi,. 
Elle fait fi bien faire. 
Que meme les dieux 
Defcendroient des cieux 
'Pour Tencenfer fur lerre. 

Vgus donne-t-ellc un rcndez- 
De plaifir ou d'affaire. 

On dit qu*oubliant I'heure et 
Pour elle, c*eft miferc. 
Qoui ! de bounc foi ? 
Oui, vnais croyez moi^ 

Sc revolt- on presd'elle, 
Adieu tous fcs torts, 
Le terns mcme alors, 
S'cnvole a tirc-d*alle. 



Ravi flies ^nd enchants her. 
Indeed ! src you in earneft \ 
Yes, but believe me, 
She knows to a£t fo wdl. 
That even the Gods 
Would dcfcend from heaven 
To vvorfliip her on earth. 

vous, Does (he give you a rendcz-vous, 

Ofpleafure, orofbufmefs, 
votrsj 'Tis faid, forgetting the hour &you 
For her, 'tis of -no confequence* 
Indeed ! are you in earneft } 

Yes, but believe me, 
If you are near her again 

You forget to complaint 
Time ever then 

Flies on it's rapid W|i^. 
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feaos regftifine rien n*eft bon 

C'eft-IA fa lo! fupreihe ; 
Auffi $'aimc«-t-elle, dit-on, 

fi'une tendrelte extreme. 

Quoi ! de bonne foi ? 

(3ui, majs croyez moi, 
t-aiflct-Iui Con fy^eme; 

Peur on la bUmer, 

l>e favoiT* aimei" 
Ce que tout le xnonde aims ^ 



Without egotifm nothing is good) 

Thdt is her fupreme mdxim^ 
Thus (he loves herfelf, 'tis faid. 

With a warm affe6tlon. 
Indeed ! are you in earned ? ' 

Yes, but believe me, 
Leave her to her own fyftem $ 

Can one blame her, 

To kttdw to love, 
What all the world loves ? 



It is Very needlefs to give anecdotes of Anecdotes of 

the queen *g 

the queen's expences. Too many have been p'^«*'s^^^»" 
recorded in .the moft public manner, to re- 
quire any further inveftigation. It may be 
curious to aetice, that when her majefty, : 
after her lying-in, received company, fhc 
a(kdd a. lady, ftudded over with diamonds, 
why fhe was as brilliantly ornamented as ' a 
fliriue? The ladies in waiting caught the 
idea, and fiippofed that her majefty was not 
pleafed with diamonds* None in confe- 
quence were longer worn, but by the vulgar 
Parifians. When her majcfty's jeweller 
waited on her and complained that his bull- 
nefs weiit very ill {ince her majefty dilcoun- 
tenanced. $he ufe of diamonds, (he confoled 



D d 



him 



r 



'40a THE QUEEN. 

him with the promiie of renewing thsf ia- 
fhion, and immediately, gave an order for i 
pair of girandoles of the value of ^mHUon-oi 
livres. For the advantage of hav«tg -thb 
opera removed at her plealure, to aft i^^here- 
ever fhe chofe, it was agreed, in 1780, to pay 
150,000 livres per annum. St., Cloud coft 
fix millions. We fhall not confomc our 
pages with fimilar prodigalities. Her ma- 
jefty always had recourfe to the comptrollers 
general, and her demands always over- 
turned the beft lyftem which they had 
planned for the national benefit.. -Th^ 
comptrollers became favourites, . or were 
dilliked according to their readinefs in com- 
plying with her defires. No honeft man, 
therefore, could long remain in office. -. In 
1775, fhe alked Turgot for 300,000 livres, 
which was, indeed, a moderate demand. 
But the comptroller, not expeding Inch a 
call which deranged his economical fyftem, 
beoroned'for a few hours confideratioa;-. ifc 

haftened 
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hiftetied 'to his?majefty, and exprcffed bis fhc king-s 
ftH3tt€t]^i Thp kmg ordered him to bring primand of 
hiffi aH the money in gold, Hi$ majc%^EJ'''* 
tktfn laying the trcafure before the queen, 
afiured her that thofe who attended her^ dif** 
guifed the truth ; he intreated her to reflect 
that all the money fbe faiFv^ before her^ 
was drawn from the mere fubfifterice of the 
people^ and which to exhauft m frivolous 
. diffipatiim, muft be regarded as criminaL 
Such were the philofpphie fentiments of 
Louis XVL when under the conduft of an 
honeft comptroller. But it was veiy different 
mthe year 1784; the queen grew bolder, the 
eomptroUer Calonne was her creature, and 
the king was probably weary of fermonizing 
her* In April 1784, her majefly applied for 
no lefs a fum than 900,000 livres, to pay 
{otatfmail debts Ihe had contrafted. 

Calonne only intreated time. This mi- Anecdote of 

Calonne and 

nifler, it is not difficult to fuppofe by what '^' ^""''' 
means, became a great favourite with her 

D d 2 majefly 



404 



THE .aUEEN. . 



majefty and of courfe with Louis. XVL. He . 
was tlie ornament of her levees, and when- : 
ever he was wanting in her circles, a marked . 
anxiety was exprdred^ When the queen: 
alked Calonne for. money, he more than . 
once made ufd of this Angular expreflion: 
If it is pojibk, madam^ the affair is done \ifit, 
is impoffibki it Jhall be done ! Appropriate 
language for a French petit-maitre addreffing 
his miftrefs, but not for a financier in whofe , 
hands was repofed the profperity of an op- 
prefled people ! . 



1 



405 



V ' 



LOUIS XVI. 



LOUIS XVI, had cxercifcd the royal func- ^"T"* *"- 
* ^ ccdotcs rela- 

tions fincc the death of his grandfather ; f^mptJou. 

1 1 t -■ 1 confccration 

hut had Apt; though a year had already elapjT- ^^ t^^ i^y[nx 
ed, been confecrated at Rheims. This confe-. 
cration, was an ancient ceremony^ which could 
only have been inftitnted by the clergy, iince, 
every part of it tended to their exaltation, more 
than to that of the monarch or the people* 
This ceremony was gf the moft expcnfivc 
kind ; and the *ge was too enlightened to regard 
it with that holy refpeft, with which the eyes 
of former times coatemplated it. M. Tur^t, 
who f^w ^s incoGiveaience in the deplorable 
ftatc of the finances, and who was at the head 

D3 of 
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of the fed of cconpmHlSi was deiirou$ of ^ber 

•iihing a ceremony, which, though eti$rile| 

was ruinous. • But the ©ther minifters who? 

were more religious, and more gay, contfpuled 

in this refpc6t, the controuler general* Turr 

got then attempted to have this confecratioQ: 

at Paris, which would be much kfs expenfiye 

than travelling to a diftant proyince, w|.th a^ 

equipage which brought a heavy tax ta thf 

cultivators of land$, attd ruined the lands them- 

fclves. But the dcrgy rigidly attaci>e4 to^thfcir 

ancient rites, deciarcd this innovatioi^ to be 

dangerous'; aiKl the econpmip projeft of Tufr 

got, was fecrificed to a iuperftitipus journey^ 

which being perforrned atthe fcafon, whe.A ^ 

earth is covered with harvefts^ ruined tjic hopes 

of agriculture, and the firft a^^ pf the 

confeciatcd monarch, was to fprea<t a tempp-i 

rary defolation through one part of his king^ 

dom J • 

k 

• In April 1775; *aH was- in inrttion %^t ^% 
ceremony. The curious went'*p tXBiftinethc 

fin«« 
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ftti^nhr potop and*luxury employed on this 
occafion ; the dreiies, the ornaments^ and the* 

« 

\ing'$ Coach, which employed the artifta 
iofing a*year, and coft above 12000I. ftcrling! 
A' catalogue wae alfo publifhed of ^ the riches 
drawn from the treafury of the abbey of St* 
Dehniis, to be employed for the confecration 
of Louis XVI. Among other things, they 
eonfifled of the crown of Charlemagne, the 
ffceptre, the hand of joftice, the fword of 
Charlemagne, the clafp for faftening the royal 
robes, the fpurs, and the prayer book ufcd on 
this occafion. This precious treafury is augn 
pienlted by many other ornanxents ; but the 
rnoft Angular curiofity, was the crown itfelf ; 
a new load of diamonds was added on the oc- 
iiafion, among which were feen the Regent 
and die Sahcy, the two moft famous ftoncs in 
the world ; the crown only was, valued at 
eighteen millions of ^yvts ! This enormous pro- 
digality; did not pafs unobferved by fome, who 
were more cynical than frivolous. At Soiflbns, 

« 
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oile of thfc city gates was obliged to be pulled 

down, for the entrance of the king's xoacfai 
which, by its im ir rnfe ornaments, was raifcd to 
the heighth of eighteen feet, and the greater 
part of the brfdges, which his Majcfly wa^ to 

Striking pafs, were rebuilt ! The miferabJe peafant^i 
ic« who hourly laboured under their Egypti^in tail^ 

pcacaar*. i^^ftgrs, whcuever they beheld a travellefj 
would, fometimos, demand, chanty on their 
knees, and raifing their eyes to heaven, would 
- ^ draw their hands to theif mouths, as a fign 
of their wanting a little bread. To fuch- a 
nation, was Louis XVI. haftenins to. fwear 
furety and proteftion. 

In June, this confecration- ws»s the fa(hidriv 
' able topic. • To inflrudl the public in all its 
formalities, there was diftributed, ^* The ordef 
pf the proceflion, and ceremonies,, to be ob- 
.feryed." It is throughout a colleiSiion of the 
rnoft puerile etiquettes. 

, Among other things it is ordered, that the 
'king fhall be received in every town, by ^ 
' ' ^ ringing 
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ckiging of bells, by the firing of Ctnqon, by 

ti^ ofdamatiom of the pe$pie^ and the complin ImiS[n& 

roents of the chief magiftrate. To c(mmand,^^}^^i^t ^ 

^ ' with woA 

the futile acclamations of the peoplp, w^ tben^ ■«^***^*^ 
it (ecfn^j one of the u^ijuft ufurpations of the 
Freech court. We hear- our kipg comman4 
a-pl0y J but an Ejiglifli monarch to command 
pnbiic applaufe^ muft firft mcrit.it. His vir^ 
tues muft animate the national voice. 

One of <hefe puerile ceremonies is the foK 
lowing. The ccclefiaftical p? ers were to oc- 
cupy the moft honourable feats; * on :the.righf 
handof the altar ; two of them were to feck 
for the king ; but having twice ip vain called 
out for him at thp door, wipre, at length; at 
the third time to cry aloud, we aik for Louis 
XVL whom God has given to us for our king; 
and then th<sy were ^o Jead the monarch into 
the church, 

It ;is a fa£t, not incurious to ob(^rve, that 

\^though there appeared, a national anxiety on 

this occafion, ai;d that it w^ imagined atrthf 

tim^. 
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time, that the affluence of peo^ wodki be e3c>i 
cofli^e at Rheims, it by no means an^eitd 
^ eypeSiatm of th court, NotwithftiF^fl| 
that th6 nobiUty bad invited ^k» ^k'MsA 
la^es, ' and every other means had beeA pracSf 
ttfcd to attra<S the peopld ; it is ccmin, iltet 
tickets were not only plentiful^ but miriy rc-i 
mained on haiid without any demand, Jf the 
nobility were dilappointed^ fo likewise were 
♦ the inn^keeper^) who found^ when they eaft 
up their accounts, that their provifioiis i%* 
mained unfold, and their lodgings unhved, 
Great precautions, indeed, bad been^ taken at 
Rheims, to prevent tumult and confufionj 
it had been refolved, that no carriages {houM 
be allowed to enter the city, feveral Ays 
before the confccration ; a very prudent^ but 
as it appeared a very unneccflary preeaution. 
3o fmall, indeed, v^as the affluence, that the 
•^tes of the city were left open for thtir ad^ 
fniiBon, as ufuaL It appears very dear fcy 
^h is, that the nation-^t large, did not pa^r the 
' • fame 
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(l^B^ idolatrous devotion to th^Ir kiagf %$ m 
thi^ pi^ece4ing reigns $ the Parifkns did bO% 
thuikit WQfth their while to travel as far a^ 
JUieiinl, «n tbi^* gwful occ^fipq; fifty yeait 
pafkf thofe who could not have had the con-: 
¥eAiem:e of carriages, w<^ul4 have made the 
journey on foot. 

It becoiDes ncceflary hcrp, to noticie g Jwim-tt^^^ 
phlet^ publifhed a fe^ d^ye before the king's fhc tinfco7 

the kirji^i 

ppnfecration* Jn the year lyjQp M. de Mau* <^r°"*^'*'"- 
peon, made Louis XV. thu? exprefs himfelf 
at. what the Frepch called a /if dejujike. W^ 
only hold our crown from God^ The right of 
^kivig taw^ belongs alone to usy independdnt of 
^nd, without jharing it with others. Thefe* 
dreadful aflertiqns of defpptifm, were expofed 
on the prcfcnt pccafion, and refuted by tjie 
author of a pamphlet, intitled, " The Friend 
of the Laws,*' He could not have fei^ed a 
happier opportunity for this invcftigation, t^ai^ 
^t the very moment of the confecration of a 
|iew moaarph, Jle ridicvdes ^bofe adulativ^; 

perepaoni^s 
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ceremonies which were now preparing, and 
which might deceive the youthful Louis, by 
ancient prejudices, if good fenfe, arid authen- 
tic hiftory had not convinced him, that he and 
his predeceflbrs never held their crown, . but 
from the confent of the nation ; and thfit the 
right of making laws, did not reft with the 
taOnaf ch, without (haring this power, and being 
dependent on others. The whole argument 
is enforced by a coUedlion of indifputable fafts* 
Louis, perhaps, was at prefent too fully occu-. 
pied in the contemplation of regal glories, ta 
find a moment for the reading of a demo- 
cratic pamphlet ; but to fpeak the truth, lii« 
integrity, was in no need of fuch a monitor. 

Let us now attend the confecration at 
Rheims. Every perfon there felt his heart 
filled with affe<5lion and refpeft, for that natural 
benevolence, and fober dignity which Louis 
Exhibited at every hour. When the muni- 
Apal officers, in receiving his Majefty-s orders, 
jfifked if thev iliould cover th^ ftreets with car- 
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pets for his entrance ; no, he anfwered, I cotiie 
to fee my people, and to be leen by them. : 
When one of the mob approached too near ' 
hisMajcfty, ia garde du torps, rudely* puflicd.^ 
him away; he was reprimanded by-the king,^ 
who called the man, and gave him his hand' 
to kifs, as an indemnification for the blows he 
had received. During the refidence which the^ 
monarch made at Rheims, he gave frequent 
marks of fuch amiable difpofitions. "^ 

At length the brilliant , hour arrived. Th;^ 
j^ing was confecrated, and the people were ad- 
mitted to behold their monarch. The enthufi- 
afm caught from this fplendid fpe6lacle, (pue- * 
rile to the philofophic eye) flamed through all 
the agitated bofoms of the multitude. The re-^ 
peated cries of Viv€ le Rot, refounded with ve- 
hemence from loyal hearts, and fuch was the 
fenfation communicated through all ranks 
that his Majefty, the Queen, and the fpeftatorg 
wept. • All, indeed, felt the folemnity of this 
eonfccration, with a lively fenfibility, even to 
the envoy of Tripoli ; fome curious perfons, in 

this 



this m6m6nt of enthufiafm, when dl eyes we» 
filled with tears, attentively confideredtljel^arj* 
barian» and it was with fatisfa<ftiQn that they 
beheld in hitB the fame tranrports, and'the 
lame tears. The ladies fuddenly loft thetf 
horror for his bkck beards when they faw it 
receive a new grace from the human dfew 
which fparkled in it. 

The ceremony was not fo long as it was ex^ 

peded to have been. It was a fultry fcene j 

and the hot weather made long prayers aln^pd 

.j,^ y, impoffible. But thofe, who at that mtmtnt^ 

^kjA ar the called themfelves Patriotes^ were greatly irri- 

coramrion ^ 

•*^*»?*^ tated at the fuppreflion of that part of the ce- 
remony, which appears at leaft to ajk the feoplti 
tmjent^ for the royal tledion. However, vaih 
might be this empty form, which, fays a wri-* 
ter of the day, is now a mere derifion j it was 
reproached to the clergy ^ (for whom alone this 
pious magnificence appears to have been in* 
ilituted) that they fhoufd think, proper to fc- 
fcind this part of the ceremony, while they 

3 . . preferred 
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pr^tr^ed the minuteft articles whkh concerned 
diem&Ives. 
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When iq i775» confidemble repi^irs wwexhekiH 

carcleb of 

made at Verfiiilles, the minifters propofedp^^p- 
erefting a temporary refidencc for his Ma^ 
jefty; his two lalt predeceflbrs^ would ccr- 
tainly have had one. But Louis refolved not 
to have any built- His anfwer was, " I will 
not quit Vcrfailles, but ftraighten myfelf in 
any little corner. A king can live in a houfcv 
as well as in a palace !** 

The following traits (young as Lewis then^efaftsto 

grant pen- 

was) to the power of a monarch, unites the tt'^y^^ 
patriotifmof a citizen* Whatever theCount dctaKi? 
St. Germains, and the late M. de Maleflierbes^ 
projpofed for the people's benefit, his Majefty 
eagerly accepted ; but he did more i he ex-^ 
erci(ed a voluntary feverity, independant of the 
advice of his minifters. When thefe gentle- 
men propofed to grant a penfion to fome, who 

had 
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bad &rong ibliciutions made in their hvouf^ 
the cpnftant anfwer of his Maje% was^ thil^ 
he would not confent to grant any thing which 
mufl be burdeniome to his people ; that he 
was adually ^mpjpycd*/// paying bis dehts^ and 
diminijijing the taxes *, and that, therefore, he 

could' afford nodiing for a mifplaced ma^ni«> 

£cencc. ^ r ^ 

« 

Louis XV, carelefs of the future, confumed 

before hand his flate revenues. It was thu^ 

that when he died, he; had anticipated 189 

millions ! all which his receveurs gencraux, and 

other rich financiers, had advanced. When 

Ms Turgot, had been fome time in office, it 

was {hewn that he had diminiflied this (hame- 
. . « • • • 

ful anticipation of thirty millions, by various 
redudtions, and other favings on thefe ufurious 
loans. It was alfo proved, that in time ajl 
things would be reinftated in their proper 
order.. It is certain, that by this penurious 
plan, the courtiers confidered Louis as afting 

unworthy 
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unworthy of the royal dignity, and Turgbt 
was regarded with hatred. Thefe public blood- 
iiickers, formed parties againft Tiirgot ; they 
%i>ke loud; but it was not the voice of the 
jniblic j yet Turgot was difmifled. 

THfiRfe was a bluntnefs in the king's man- The king's 

^ ; honcft 

ncr, which, indeed, was not adapted to the^^"""'"'^ 
poliflied 'foftnefs of his court. It was a rough 
honefty* When he found this bluntnefs in 
others, he was not difpleafed. When Gui- 
mard, a domeftic oifficer under the old king, 
and a favourite with Louis XVI. for his age, 
ahd honefiy, faw him reading a pamphlet, 
which had for title, " The king beloved by 
his People," he faid, roundly, ** Sire, do not ^ 
believe thefe pamphlets* you never will be 
beloved while bread is dearT 



. It was the foible of Louis XVL to have a Anecdote 

. of a juvc- 

paffion for the occupation of a lockfmith. He Sln,T^' 
tookJeflbns from' two celebrated artifts ; andkingcor- 

rea%d him- 

': , E e thc"^- 
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the reafon he quitted this amuf^meiit^ fbewd, 
that at an early age he was not incapable ' of 
refledtion and reformation . Thefe lockimi^, 
were defirou$ of prefenting his " M^jefty^ 'on 
their annual feftival of their compipnity, ivitk 
a curious piece of workmahfhip. Theyfirft 
confulted Thierry, his firft valet, who. diiTuaded 
them from it. The artifts, vexed to ICtfc their 
labour, and their hppes, took the firft [oppor- 
tunity in their leflbns, tp inform the king of 
the intended prefent, apd Thieriy's advice* 
Louis, interrogates bis feyourite^ whcn.thfey 
are alone, and defirgf blm ^to fay the real nio- 
tiveof his difluafion., Thierry, hefitates, and 
only obferyes, that it w:as proper to lieach 
thefe lockfmiths adqe irefpecft. His.lVfajefty 
fuipe^ing another reafon, preflcs him to fpc^k 
in the freeft manner. Thierry ^ht^; ^nfwfited 
— " Sire I It is becaufe I was fearful that your 
>;induigence wouldgiye toomoch pub- 
licfty tp this an^cdptfe of your privatclife. How-: 
f yer iiji^opeol^ RV)X ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ occupatibo,' 

♦ OP 
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br amufement, it is repugnant to the general 
prqudice of thofe kinds of pleafure which a 
tnonarch may take 5 and it might decrciafc die 
favourable idea which the people entertain of 
* you, becaufe they expc6t to fee a chancer of 
grandeur in all your aftioiis." 

His Majefty heard' the lenfible Thierry i 
difrDiffed hi« lockfmith^ and entirely gave up 
this unworthy amufement for a (bvereign* 

m 

When he was dauphin, he never attached whea dau- 
phin^ never 

himfelF to the national frivolity. The aflofs ^"^°^^'*"- 
once prefented him with a lift of a new ar- 
riarigement of their pieces* The prince re- 
ceived it, and without reading it threw it in 
the firc> faying, " This is the value I place on 
*h^ kinds of things/' The co<urticrs ftared s 
and every one rcafoned as ht thought proper. 
^Tkis adlion was then thought to indicate a re-*- 
folute and firm mind ; but his future life never 
confirmed that obfervation. 
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Anecdote Thc foUowing anccdotc reveals his good, 

which ihewt 

ten'^-hii^^d irrefolutc charaiScr. In Auguft 1777, 
lutionand' thc Quecn propojfed giving a brilliant Jeie^ at 

thequeen*^! 

power. Trianon, which was to coft 90,006 livres.— 
It was intended to furprife his Majefty ; but 
the king knew of the affair. He haftened to 
her Majefty, and defired it might not take 
place; particularly at a moment, when, for 
the fake of economy, he deprived himfelf of 
a tour to FontainbleaU. In a word he com- 
manded it fhould not be, and the queen was 
fcnfibly mortified. This anecdote foon (pread, 
and his Majefly's excellent motive communi- 
cated pleafure throughout the circles of Paris. 
But — alas {—the fele was, in faft; only 
pojtfoned. The queen perfuaded his Majefty 
to confent to it, and Louis could not rcfufc 
Iter Majefty 's repeated attacks. Nothing was 
more delicious, and it appears, that the firft 
denial only fcrved to increafe its fplendour* 



Two 
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Two remarkable circumftanccs took place 
in his reign, of 'which one was honourable 
and political, and the other the reverfe. The 
latter, confifts of an order from the council 
of war, in which his Majefty exacts, that 
every military officer fhall be required to (hew 
proofs of his nobility. This order muft have 
quenched the ardour of emulation in the tiers 
^tat ; and, perhaps, was meant for this pur- 

m 

pofe. The other was an edidt aboliflbing the 
the right of mortmain and fervitude in the 
kijng*s domains ; and a general extinftion of 
the right of pourfuite, on the ferfs and main 
mortables. 

This law was a proof, that philofophy can, 
at length, annihilate prejudices, and by its ir- 
refiftible influence, foften tl^e heart of the 
modern Pharaohs. 

It is moft certain, that Louis XVI. was 
never a tyrant, but when he was duped, (and 
that was often) by others. It is curious to 
obferve, that when in 1775, ^ yery dangerqus 
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ferment exiftcd at Paris^ owing to the dear.^ 
nefs pf bread ; many placards were pofted up 
at. Verfailles, which, contained complaiQt& of: 
thi^ de^rnefs, notwithftanding the extraordi*- . 
nary harvefts of that year. The feditious 
^addedy that they were in great number ;. th^t 
they had long patiently waited for, and left to ♦ 
the minijler all the due time to diminifh the 
price, and furnifti the markets j that they yet 
gave a few more days ; but tliat if they were • 
not then fatisfied, they would fet fire to the 
four corners of Veriailles. For- his 
however, thefe pcrfons, preibrved* the utmoft 
refped, and exprefied themfelves even in. 
terms of affecSion. And, indeed, when there 
was a tumult about this time at Verfaillcsi 
his Majefty turning with an air of tranquil- 
lity to Turgot, faid, " We have for ourfelves 
a pure confcience, and with that we are very 
ftrong/* 

The author of the ** Lettres Hiftorlqucs" 
informs us of the following convcrfatioii he. 

had 
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had. vdth Turgot, Whether the converfation 
IB Itierely tn uig^niou^ fiftion^ is of little con-> 
fequefice^ as the obfervktions arc juflr. TuN 
got faid, on the fubje<St of the royal eKpendi- 
tures: ** I cannot obtain a true and exa<5t 
ftate of the expences. I fee alarming ones, 
and fcarcely any revenues to cover them. This 
houfc of the king, and thefe penfions, are 4 
gulph which abforbs everything. His Ma- 
jefty has the ieji intentions i he is naturally in- 
clined to economy; but he cannot fummon 
the force of faying, * I will, nor of fuppref- 
iing that croud who are in his fervice ; and 
yet of the moft unferviceable nature. He, 
whonv»be has chofen for his guide, oppofes all 
reforms, I could fave loo millions annually, 
jf his Majefty would allow me to put an end 
to all the depredations which take place. 
When I fliew^ him the neceflity of flopping 
them, he agrees with me ; he promifes every 
thing ; but a word from the Count de Maure- 
pas, makes th?fe happy difpofitions vanifli. I 
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believe the evil is without remedy ; at Icaft, 
unlefs a violent crtfis happens, in which the 
n;iti6n takes on itfelf to do vAk^Xtbc hmg dares 
not undertake bimfelf." 
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WE fhall now clofe our volume, by of- 
fering fomc obferVatibns, on the mafs 
of anecdote which we hJve arranged. If wc 
refledt on them, wc fee, 

Firft, Philosophers, or rather men who PH«.es«. 
abufe this title, alike employed in fapping the 
throne and the altar. Of thefe, fome mo- 
deftly propofc their doubts on the truths even 
of natural religion \ others, adroitly diftil their 
poifon in works which bear no affinity to Chrif- 
tian principles ; while others yet more auda- 
cious, reduce Atheifm into a fyftem i convert 
man into a plants a machine^ and openly pro- 
pagate a materialifm^ as uncomfortable, as It is 
dangierous. The Mufei fometimes lend their 

glowing 
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glowing pencil to their favourites, who em* 
ploy all its charms and graces to cmbellifh the 

blafphemics o£ impiety, and -tlje temerity of 

■- . 

licentipufnefs. . The fober genius of Hijloryy 
places in the hands of a Raynal, and a Vol- 
taire, her immortal graver,'and with its (harp 
point, they too often disfigure their works 
with .virulent invecStives agaiaft religten* aed 
government. Befides, this fe<ft of pretended 
philoibphers, abufe their taknts to corrupt the 
morals. Elegant obfcenities,^ which tbemodycft 
writer would blufli to name, circulate in the 
hands .pf youth and of the fair. They in- 
sinuate depravity, by agitating the foul witha 
tender voluptupufnefs \ and, as if the imagi? 
nation of fuch pernicious writejps fufEced not 
to debauch the ftiind of th^ , moft innocent, 
the fcenes of lubricity are perpetuated in the 
memory by tho fkilful repiefentatiqns pf tl^e 
artifts.. . . ' * 

But it was not fufEcient to annihilate reli* 

giOH and morals, it yet rema-i-acd, to. attack 

the 
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the govCfnoftcnt. Wc feci a mingled fctifa* 
tion of contcmptand pity, when wc behold a 
miferable gazetteer fermonifing, correcting, 
and inilru£ting, fovereigns and their miniflers* 
Some write againft exifting abuies; others 
{^opofe reforms^ and fketch views of amelio-- 
ration; all affeft the^ poinds of the unhappy 
people, kindle fire in every muddy brain | and 
find partifans in every order of the ftate. In 
this general fermentation, thefe reformers over- 
turn the edifice, they tell us, they would only 
repair ; too fuccefsful in their' attempts, they 
have broken down in an inftant the ikbric of 
fourteen centuries ; and this to fubftitute a go-» 
vernment, which has hitherto only (hewn 
chimerical projeds ; a delufive liberty, and an 
a£tual oppreflion. 

Secondly, haughty and ambitious CouR-TieN^n. 
TIERS, who conceive themfelves formed by 
Heaven of a more exquifite clay; ftrongly 
perfuaded that a noble birth is the greateft 
merit, and in tonfequence, occupying all the 

brilliant 
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brilKant pofts among the clergy, the ma- 
giftracy, and the military. Courtiers, fwoln 
with the pride of hereditary glory, difdaining 
every connexion with the commoner ; yet, whea 
their fortune was broken by luxury and diffi- 
pfttion,' would rc-eftabli£h their fplendour by 
aft alliance, with that contemptible race, the 
tiers etat. Courtiers deftitute of principles 
and of- humanity ; living in the moft horrid 
debauchery, tfnd gratifying their impure ap 
petltes, among the ordures of libertinifm; 
borrowing from' all, and paying none'. Cour- 
tiers, who, after having thus diffipated their 
fortufte, and often that of others, then ad- 
drefied themfelves to minifters, and boaftcd of 
l:i:aving ruined themfelves in the fervicc of 
their fovereign. Thefe folicited and obtained 
penfions,' and united their harpy talons, with 
fo many others, in pillaging the national trea- 

' fury. Courtiers jealpus of the pecuniary pri- 
vileges, which the feudal law attached to their 
birthv aj\d pretending, becaufe they were born 

. • - ' nobles. 
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tioblcs, that they were not to pay certain taxis ^ 
to which the people were fubjefted. Skilful 

in the arts of intrigue, they even knew to 

* 

eltfSe thofe they were obliged to pay. Sddi 
was this nobility of the court, and the capitaH 
The nobility refiding in the Provinces, very 
commonly were poor, b.. brave and faithfel 
in their duties to their king and country. Ii^ 
vain they merited the favour of the fovereign ; 
. his efteem was all they could obtain ; refpcft 
and reward were generally the prize of fervility 
and intrigue, • * 

Thirdly, the Clergy in the firft clafs, cl»mt. 
offer a fpedacle not lefs difgufting. The ma- 
jority of the bifliops, confidiered the patrimony 
of the church as an eftate referved for their 
cnjoymeht; accumulated in confeqtience, all 
the rich livings of the kirigdom; vermil- 
cheeked prelates, battening on fat abbeys join- 
cd to their bifhopric, abandoned their mifera- 
blc flotk, to confume at Paris their holy re- 
venues, and only returning, to toniicnt their 

unhappy 
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tmhappy cureS4<*^Others» xrourtiers^ as vm\\ aS 
prelates, initiated in all the myftcries of the 
coort ; gliding into the aiFairs of govt^mnieAt 
wlule they abandoned to fubaltern, and otket in-^ 
oipable bands, the rems of that virhich religion 
had confided into their *s. — Prelates haughty 
of their defcent, perfuaded that the crofs and 
^e mitre could only be worthily carried by 
nobles, and (hewing a marked-conteniipt of him 
who, merely by the force of his own merit had 
attained to ecclefiaftical dignities. Prelates, 
in fine, fixing at their plcafure, the quota of 
the, taxes they levied on their cures, without 
their participation, while they glaringly Ipared 
their own enormous revenues. 

The inferior clergy, prefent to our contem- 
plation a numerous race of oppreffiiid mei). 
(!ur^s exifting with difficulty, on the narrow 
ixKome of only 700 livres (about 2^1*) while 
their vicaires frequently, only received half 
this pay 1 Thefc vidims to teKgion and ty- 
ranny, where wholly employed in the fpiritui^ 
duties of their parifh j often did they perform 

their 



I GON^LUSIO^: 



45» 

tlieir talk wkh acal ; but^hey could 4iave had 
Botbingtofeeftow oh their poor, than the con* 
fblation and hope of eternity, MifertHe as 
was 1^ fituation ofthcfe men, yet their biflidp 
tiften harra^fled them by every fpecies of pen- 

» 

tificaJ oppreffion. To whom could thefe 

Ettropean fla ves, remote from the world, have 

• • • 

reeoiirfe ? Not to the court ; their biihop and 
their enemy was there to oppofe them^ Did 
they attempt to aflemble ? A decree of the 
king's council prohibited their meetings. Did 
they lay with a trembling hand ^t the foot of , 
the throne, a glowing pidure of their unhappy 
ftate, the infufficiency of their incomes, the 
unjuft n^e of their bifliop's taxation, &c. 
The miferable complainants were chaied from 
itie tbrdoc, as r^velters. 

■Fourthly, Parliaments, calling them-^'^"'*- 
felves an eflential part of the French govern- 
ment I while, in faft, they only obtained this 
fituation by their (offices, and their offices by 
tiitir iJnoncy. I'he members of dbefe ambi- 
lious bodies, were fimply in their origin, the 

2 ' clerks 



4J» 



CONCLUSION.^ 

clerks of the pecFjs ^xA borons of zht kingdotn > 
and while theie laft were too moch occupied 
in war, or their families became extinct, the 
ckrks took the place of their maftera and 
clients. Soon, by fuccefsful intrigues, theyt; 
augmented their pretended rights, and at 
length were enabled to counterbalance the 
royal authority* Ardent, in^ upholding tha 
throne, when the monarch paid them ; auda^ 
cious in reiifting him, when he attempted to 
reform their vicious adminiftration. Theydid 
not, indeed, reiiftwith that a<5tive ibrce, which 
the people have fince done, but what was not 
Icfs terrible, they employed the force of inacti- 
vity; that is, they clofed their tribunals* It. 
was thus in 1788, they fuddenly fufpendcd^ 
their fundiona^ becaufe the unhapf^ LouiSi 
XVI. was dcfirous of making ail equal parti- 
tion of taxes, on all property indifcriminatcly. 
In thofe dreadful exigencies of the ftate, (we. 
do not pretend to determine) fome fay that the 
king was not then unjufl. But the parliaments^ 
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rdtfMj wi \hk, during the fpace of eight 
fMAlliSf twenfty^feur^iniflions of men^ with-^ 
iwt a k^a} aiftminJAfation; They declaredy they 
CIN1I4 not coA^mt tkat the king fhould make 
«lt equal ^I'titjli^nion idl property, ka this right 
eniy ^ippctt^Sxitdto^ti^^'^^^^ but icr^ 

are iHfi^mei^ thttt .Ag/^r^ ft^w, fince more thaii 
a^ cetituiy/. <^le ^irliamchts had eternally 
cohoed fromeac^ other^ that they reprefented 
iSkt'etats' g(/i^muxi It was thus, that they 
AcMUpelM -the unfortunate monardi to have 
AKMurfi^ tiii tt** ftatcs/ which (feme fay) have 
h6m& hi^^ Umfelf and aU the kingdom* 
TK* liftllWteg pairagfaphon the parKatoents; 
k'jvA !k)# comnmnieated to tis> iveghe it at 
'mere^eheit. 

. The parHamenta who have occafioncd fb' 
much evil in France, were compofed of indi-- 
vi^oials, t^US Wi^e iiet lefs^ dangerous taken fe«« 
pafately« In general, -ev«y Dttt t)f them was* 
a iltde tyrant & his ^ oaiiton. Thofe whom 
they opprefled and quarrelled with^ prefnred 
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to yield every rthing without; any cc^f^^ 
although they might have the law ip their i^ 
vour^ becaufe they wicU knew that. a law-^fiiil 
with them would have no chance of being ter» 
minated, or would be given in their favour^ 
And^ indeed^ a law-^iuit with them was obf« 
tain^d with great difficulty ; not a counsellor 
orattorneyy&c. would be employed . againft 
them. Even the intendants of the provincet 
did not dare to tax them according to tha^ t^^ 
value of their eftat^s^ becapf$.!thi$y: fear^ 
them i and, in a word, fuch Wftfc. the terrw^ 
which the neighbourhood of a nKmlner of par* 
liament inipired, that in the fale . of an eftate, 
the vender generally en4^avoured.-tO'd:ai(^ its' 
value, by laying a ftrefs on the diftd^e of the 
eftate, from any belonging to the lawyers of 
this dcfcription. 
itfiHii. Fifthly, MiNisTSRa fucceeding^j^h other 
rapidly j and bringing no .other telsiits jUa their 
important occupj^tionsj than thw.rparticular 
intereft. 
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This was the fecrct motive that dIre<S^ed thctf 
conduft, and from hence that parti-colbured 
iyftem of laws, and thofe contradiftory or- 
dinances, which we have feen during their 
lucceffive adminiftrations. Men; who arrived 

m 

and were carried into office, on the ftream of 
the cabal of courtiers; and who, therefore, 
owed many grateful returns to their protedlors. 
Hence, that enormous mafs of penfions, with 
which they crufhed the nation to maintain 
themfelves in places arid to feed their craving 
creatures. Men of cupidity ! They made in 
general of the national incomes, their indi- 
vidual eftate, and many even delivered it over 
to their miftrefles. Men of ambition and del. 
fpotifin ! If, like the infamous Abbe Terrai, 
they did not lay down for their principle, that 
all belmged to the kingy they did not lefs a(5l 
up to it. They diftributed lettres de cachet, to 
fcizc the perfons they chofe, and fabricated 
decrees to lay a new tak on private property! 
The laws were often dilated by their private 
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intoreft^ or by that of their fubftltemsii and^ 
what wasftill worfc,.ofteJ> by that of their i^aif^ 
trcflcs. If,fomc brought into office^ i^f^^^ 
heart and an enlightened mind^ ^ey p$^4 
like a fhadow. The croud of worthlefs cour^ 
tiers^ intereiled in maintaining th^ reigning 
corruption^ would have turned out Colbert 
himfelf, if Colbert bad becniu office« Thex 
robberies at VerfaiUeSy were ^.^thorifed aii4 
public ! Let us alip refle6l^ that the vicious or 
flupid minifters had for their fubalterns;^ in tho 
provinces, men of their ftamp, ftupid or vi^i 
cious. . We are now enabled to. j udge of the 
tnultitude of diforders of every kind in a kingv 
dom, fo vaft, as that of France I 
The Kino. Sixthly, And that the cup of the national 
misfortunes fhould overflow, a Kinq, an 
honeftman it is true; who faw the exifting 
abufes, but devoid of energy to prevent or to 
rcprefs them ; who wiflied for the public good* 
but without the courage requifite to break, 
down the barriers that were oppofed to* itj 

who 
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mho adopted all the plans xvhich his mmifters 
propofcd to him, becaufe they all wore the 
appearance of the good he fought, but who 

s 

cUd not perceive that in adopting thefe various 
and contradi6tory plans, his progrefs was rc- 
tfogade ; that he deftroyed his own work, and 
prtfented to his people the fad fpeAacle of a 
government, without fixed and determinate 
principles ; an admin iftration floating at the 
caprice of minifters ; or led by the hand of in- . 
tvigue ; and» in fine^ a Icing, vrhoh inclinations 
were thofe of reftitude, but, rendered null 
through weaknefs ; while thofe of his mi- 
nifters were almoft always corrupt and omni- 
potent. 

But this fecblenefs, this vacillation in the 
government of Louis XVI. was not the only 
defe6b. The greateft evil was the mal-ad* 
miniftration of his finances. The treafury 
was exhaufted by the moft fhameful and ruin- 
ous charges. We read with indignation, thofe 
which are regiilered in the well-known 'I:vre 

rouge. . 
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rouge. It is there we may fee, that the moft 
confiderable penfions were acceded to per- 
fbns who not only had not rendered any pub* 
lie fervice, but who were unworthy of favour, 
by many confiderations. The national trea- 
fury had become like thofc (hips> which, load* 
cd with the riches of India, every Algerinc 
Confiders as his right to attack and pillage. 
To bear, but for a few years, thefe cxceffive 
depredatbns, they were conftrained to fatiate 
themfelves on the blood of the people. But 
even new taxes did not fuffice. They then 
had/ recourfe to loans ; and thefe loans, a thou* 
fand times more dangerous than even the taxesj 
completed with their weight the national 
ruin. 

Let us reflcd^ that in Ipitc of all thefe 
grievances, the nation might yet have exifted. 
Louis XVI. with one ftroke of his pen, might 
have anninilated the penfions, and other de*- 
firudive inutilities; he might have relieved 
the people, by whom be was beloved. But the 
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croud of courtiers rendered even his defires 
abortive. AVhcn he law the approaching^ ruin, 
he ordered an equal partition of taxes on all 
eftates ; but the parliament, who then muft have 
paid like the people, oppofed this falutary 
proceeding. It was then he fell into the net 
of the banker Necker ; he aflembled the etats 
generaux. With a more decifive will, he 
might have paffed without this fatal refource. 
But what was the fituation of poor Louis XVI* 
at that moment ! Preffed by the courtiers ; be- 
trayed by the parliaments ; Necker agitating 
the people ; and a concealed faftion preparing 
the Revolution, — This faftion prevailed ; and 
honeft Louis XVI. was the viftim of all ! f 
' An honeft man appears to be equally offen- 
five to both parties. But the peaceful hour 
will arrive, when the clouds of fadion will 
difappear— and Truth and Liberty (the 
amiable vifion of the philofophic politician) 
will be united on their pure fummits. 
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Wc hcg leave to dofe otir volumef by 
entreating^ at this critical period, both partitf 
to refleft on the folio wing pathetic Enea* 

I 

Fcnne ciji tcs fentimens, et fimple dans ton coeur^ . 
AiM£ la Verite, mais pardonne a TErreuii.^ 
Fuis Ibs emportemens d'un zde atrabilaire; 
Cc MoRTEL qui s'egare, eft un Homme, eft tpa 

Frere ; 
Sois SACS pourtol feul, cdmpatissant pourhd; 
E^ jroN BONHEURcnfin,par le bonheur d'autjlui. 

Voltaire de la Liberte. 
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' AND now having concluded our proposed 
labours, and declaring ourfelves lovers of 
genuine liberty, and, therefore, enemies to 
fliat licentioufnefs of principle, which in 
faft, is only defpotifin under ^ more cruel 
and favage form, we fhall extrad a paflage 
from Rouffeau, ^which requires no other 
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fcbmnient than what the reader will himfelf 
make. What candid riaind will deny that 
with prophetic energy this great man hefe 
flelcnbes the prefent Jiate oF the French 
jgdveriimdht, aiid what honeft man Will not 
rejoice, if the perturbations of the prefent 
'dehaOcracy fliall fubfide into order, and intt> 
Freedom? 

II eh eft de la Liberte comme de ces 
ialimens folideS et fliccUleiis ou de Ces vins 
genereux propres \ nourfir et fortifier lee 
temperdmenS robuftes qui en ont Thabitude, 
mais qui accablent, niinent et enivrent les 
foibles iet delicats qiii n'y font jpoint faits. 
LesPeuples yne fois acCbutumes a des maitres 
hfc font plus en etat de Teii pafTer. S'ils 
tentent de fecaiier le joug ils s'eloignent 
d'autant plus de la liberte que prenant pour 
^Ue une licence effrenee qui lui eft oppofep, 
leurs Revolutions les livrent prdfque tou- 
jours a des Seducteurs qui nefont qu' 
aggraver leurs chaines; Le peuple Romain 
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lui mcme, ce modele de tous les peiiple$ Ubr<a 
ne 6it point en etat de fe gouyenier en for<^ 
tant de Toppreffion des Tarq.uin$; Avili par 
rcfclavage et Ics travaux ignominieiuc qu'Us 
^ui avoient impofes, ce n'etoit d'abord q^ 
line ftupide populace qu'il fallut menagw ^t 
gouverner avec la plus grande fageffe afyx 
que s'accoutumant peu k peu a reipirer 
Fair falutaire de la liberte, ces ajnes enervees 
ou plutot abruties Ibus la tyrannic acquiflent 
par degres cette feverite de mopurs, et cettc 
ficrte de courage, qui en firent 9|ifin Je plv« 
refpedJable de tous les peuples. 

It is with Liberty as with thofe iblid an4 
fucculcnt aliments, or thofe generous winc% 
proper to nourifti and fortify robuft cpoilitu-! 
tions which are ufed to thetn ; but whiclj 
overpower, ruin and intoxicate the f?eble 
and delicate, which are not njade to fupr 
port them. The people once accuftomed tp 
mafters, are incapable of paffing without 
]thcm. If they try to (hakp off the yol«.i?^ 
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they remove themfelves the farther from 
liberty', becaufe miftaking for it an unr 
governable licentioufiicfs wlBch is its con- 
trary, their Revolutions give them up 
almoft always to Ssduceks who only kug« 
ment their chains. The Roman people 
^em^lvcst that »odel of all free aatbnsy 
were pot in a ftate of governing themfelves, 
when they firft rulhed from the oppreffion of 
the, Tarquins. Dcbafed by flavery and its 
ignominious labours, they were at firft but 
a ftupid populace, which it was ncceflary to 
manage and govern with the greateft pru- 
dence, that accuftoming themfelves little by 
little to draw the falutary air of liberty, 
thofe enervated j[buls, or rather brutaltfed 
under tyranny, acquired by degrees that 
feverity of manners, and tliat hardinefi of 

» 

courage which at length made them^the OK)ft 
refpeftable of people*. 

^ From RovssEAi7*8 Dedication of his Eflayon the Origin of the 
)[ne^ality of Men to the Republic of Geneva. 
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*^* THiB:rapidity IVith which this Work has paffcd 
through the Prefs/ has occafioned, no dotbt^ many other 
blunders. The uncoath mixture of I and WE has alfo 
arifen from the fame caufe, and the writers daim the- in- 
dulgence of die candidi 
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